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ANC 3/4G Information Exchange Series 
 

Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
 

Session	8:	"Small	Area	Plans	and	Historic	Districts:	Are	They	Compatible	or	at	Cross	Purposes	in	
Service	of	Neighborhood	Goals?	How	So?	Are	There	Other	Tools	Available?"	a	conversation	hosted	
by	ANC	3/4G	and	co-sponsored	by	Chevy	Chase	Citizens	Association	(CCCA)	and	Historic	Chevy	
Chase	DC	(HCCDC),	featuring:	Steve	Callcott,	Deputy	State	Historic	Preservation	Officer,	
Historic	Preservation	Office,	District's	Office	of	Planning;	Kim	Williams,	Historic	Preservation	
Specialist	and	National	Register	Coordinator,	Historic	Preservation	Office,	District's	Office	of	
Planning;	and	Brian	McCabe,	Associate	Professor,	Department	of	Sociology	and	the	Faculty	and	
Research	Director	in	the	Center	for	Social	Justice,	Georgetown	University. Moderated	
by:	Charles	Cadwell,	ANC	3/4G-07	Commissioner	and	HCCDC	Board	Member.	Lead	
Discussants:	Robert	Gordon,	CCCA's	President,	and	Carl	Lankowski,	HCCDC's	President	 
 

Commissioner Charles Cadwell (3/4G-07) as host/moderator 
Commissioner Connie Chang (3/4G-05) as technical support 

Commissioner Peter Gosselin (3/4G-06) present 
Commissioner Randy Speck (3/4G-03) present 

Commissioner Michael Zeldin (3/4G-04) present 
 

Q&As and Chat 
 

 
CHAT LOG 
 
18:52:19 From Connie K. N. Chang, ANC 3/G-05 to Everyone: 
 
Welcome everyone! If you are joining us, this is ANC 3/4G Hosted Information Exchange Session 
#8. Wednesday, March 2, 2022 at 7 pm co-sponsored with Chevy Chase Citizens Association 
and Historic Chevy Chase DC on “Small Area Plans and Historic Districts: Are They Compatible or 
at Cross Purposes in Service of Neighborhood Goals? How So? Are There Other Tools 
Available?” 
 
Here is more info: https://anc3g.org/agenda/anc-3-4g-hosted-information-exchange-session-8-
wednesday-march-2-2022-at-7-pm-co-sponsored-with-chevy-chase-citizens-association-and-
historic-chevy-chase-dc-on-small-area-plans-and-historic-districts/.  
 
We have had 7 other sessions since late September 2021: 
https://anc3g.org/agenda/announcement-info-exchange-series-re-input-on-chevy-chase-small-
area-plan/ 
 
19:05:39 From Mira Courpas to Host and Panelists: 
I only see Charles, no one else on my screen. 
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19:06:32 From Connie K. N. Chang, ANC 3/G-05 to Mira Courpas, Host and Panelists: 
Thanks Mira. The panelists see all of the panelists and I think Chas wanted to reduce the clutter. 
 
19:07:03 From Mira Courpas to Host and Panelists: 
ok 
 
19:07:46 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
I encourage all participants on tonight’s call to keep in mind that our neighborhood’s founding 
has an ugly racist history—it was literally “segregated by design.”  Let’s please keep this in mind 
as we consider changes to our neighborhood that can remedy this grave injustice.  See also:  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2022/02/18/friendship-heights-has-chance-begin-
rectify-its-racist-past/ 
 
19:08:40 From Andrea Rosen to Host and Panelists: 
Given the great swaths of unused land at Friendship Heights, let’s see the city acquire some of 
them by eminent domain and ensure affordable housing. 
 
19:10:27 From Allen Seeber to Everyone: 
Bear in mind further that there is no evidence that history continues today.  Indeed, the ANC 
Task Force activities over the last two years amply rebut that demise. 
 
19:11:53 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Given the great swaths of unused land at Friendship Heights, the city should seize the 
opportunity to acquire some blocks by eminent domain and ensure that affordable housing is 
created on them. 
 
19:12:42 From Nanci S Link to Everyone: 
This is NOT a political forum. Your comment is not helpful. Not sure why some people keep 
wanting to look backward as opposed to current & forward. When I bought my house 50 years 
ago my house was much smaller than houses on my block owned by blacks. Please focus on 
current & moving forward. Blacks were in nursing school with me in 1962 in DC. 
 
19:13:53 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
I think the comments above speak for themselves, but I would simply pose the question:  how 
do we know where we’re going, if we don’t know where we’ve been? 
 
19:15:07 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
There are perhaps a handful of buildings worthy of historic preservation in the area in question.  
We are concerned that it is the village design and village feel of CCDC that is historic and should 
be preserved. 
 
19:15:19 From Jessica Lee to Host and Panelists: 
Ignore people who are using the chat function to disrupt the meeting and discredit participants. 
 



___________________________________________________________________________  
ANC 3/4G Winter 2022 Info Exchange Series—March 2, 2022 on SAPS and HDs—Q&As; Chat 3 

19:15:19 From Jim Feldman to Everyone: 
I don't understand.  Does that mean that the 70% of the people who voted against a historic 
district cannot ask for reconsideration of the HPO's decision that this area qualifies as a historic 
district?  Shouldn't HPO at least be open to reconsideration of that decision, especially in light 
of the vote ten years ago? 
 
19:15:21 From Jamie Butler to Host and Panelists: 
What is the impact of historic designation on neighborhoods generally and specifically on 
building new affordable housing or rehabilitation of existing housing? 
  
In a neighborhood such as ours that is committed to more economic and racial diversity, how 
would historic designation affect our ability to achieve that goal? 
 
19:16:40 From Nanci S Link to Everyone: 
Sorry I meant much much larger than my very small house. My lot is only 25 wide & semi 
detached their houses were single houses and large lots . Our children grew up together. 
 
19:19:50 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
The most interesting and beautiful areas in DC are in some way protected by historic 
designation:  G’town, Dupont Circle, Capitol Hill.  They are this way because their streetscapes 
are human scale and not cookie-cutter. 
 
19:20:53 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
In Chevy Chase, placemaking is unnecessary (unless the place is erased, as it could be if the up-
FLUM is converted to up-zoning without a historic district designation). 
 
19:21:42 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
CCDC is a small town or village in a big city.  It was designed that way and that is why it is so 
beloved and appealing to its residents. 
 
19:22:28 From Connie K. N. Chang, ANC 3/G-05 to Jamie Butler, Host and Panelists: 
Jamie, please put your question into the Q&A. Thx. 
 
19:23:07 From Connie K. N. Chang, ANC 3/G-05 to Jim Feldman, Host and Panelists: 
Jim, please post your questions to the Q&A. Thx. 
 
19:23:35 From Jamie Butler to Host and Panelists: 
I did! Hi 
 
19:24:46 From Connie K. N. Chang, ANC 3/G-05 to Jamie Butler, Host and Panelists: 
Oh, good. Thanks! 
 
19:25:48 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
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If one took into account the invidious history of places in determining whether to preserve 
them, most of the venerable sections of world capitals would be leveled. 
 
19:27:22 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
I would also encourage neighbors not to undervalue what you and your families have 
contributed - many for decades and lifetimes to making the Chevy Chase community an inviting 
place to live in the upper edge of the city. The tradeoff for living outside the city center is lower 
home values, less noise, congestion and parking where you live and recreate which is key to our 
quality of life here. 
 
19:28:11 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Please know that historic districts in New York originated as in protest against the destruction 
or planned destructions  of beloved neighborhoods and landmarks, such as Greenwich Village 
(for Robert Moses’s highways) and the old Pennsylvania Station. 
 
19:28:46 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
NYC has been gentrifying over the entire period you are discussing, how to the changes in 
housing prices and demographics in historic districts compare to the gentrifying neighborhoods 
in NYC? 
 
19:29:10 From Stephanie Kayden to Everyone: 
One of the reasons DC is such a beautiful city is that 20% of it contains Historic neighborhoods. 
 
19:30:11 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
Chevy Chase has very little green space when compared to Ward 4’s beautiful parks and circles 
across the Park. All of the other Ward 3 neighborhoods proposed for redeveloped have a metro 
station to accommodate increased density and reduce traffic and congestion. Chevy Chase’s 
Connecticut Ave. does not and is the closest community to a beltway exit. 
 
19:31:01 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
Tens of thousands of poor African Americans  have been summarily evicted from their long-
standing neighborhoods in downtown DC during the massive gentrification of these areas over 
the past 20 years.  They ending up being pushed into PG County.  Why is CCDC now holding the 
bag? 
 
19:31:26 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
Where was the outcry for these poor residents? 
 
19:31:53 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
Folks, green spaces at Lafayette-Pointer Park and Ft. Reno are literally land unjustly taken from 
Black families.  Please consider your comments 
 
19:32:19 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
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Planning should be like weaving a tapestry, not laying wall-to-wall carpet. There are multiple 
massive opportunities at Friendship Heights for greater density and affordability, in a part of 
the city that already is denser and more urban. j 
 
19:32:23 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
Sorry, but this seems like an apples and oranges comparison; quite a stretch to say, or imply, 
that what has and is happening in NYC is applicable here. 
 
19:32:40 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
Where were you when this was happening (still happening) in other areas of DC? 
 
19:32:50 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
I endorse returning Lafayette-Pointer Park and Ft. Reno to descendants of the families evicted 
there. 
 
19:34:00 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
Good to hear, Andrea, lots of food for thought there 
 
19:37:44 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
Only two historically designed buildings on the Avenue, not three. 
 
19:38:11 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
Only two historically designated buildings on the Avenue, not three. 
 
19:38:24 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Not so fast!  I don’t think people found anything reassuring at last week’s OP SAP open house. 
 
19:38:35 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
I think the Avalon and the Arcade are currently designated, with the PNC/Riggs Bank building 
possibly in the works? 
 
19:39:16 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
correct. 
 
19:39:29 From Richard Teare to Everyone: 
But potential for two more:  PNC (ex-Riggs) Bank & WMATA bus turnaround. 
 
19:40:07 From Phyllis Myers to Everyone: 
my research iound one property in lafayette pointer park that was occupied and owned by 
 
19:41:20 From Scott Roberts (he/him) to Everyone: 
Bloomingdale had dedicated organizers and there was strong support. 
 
19:44:01 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
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 Thank you, Kim. 
 
19:44:32 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
DC government has rammed this proposal through when the govt hasn’t been in an office in 2 
years with no regard to the fact that 42% of residents living outside of walking distance are 
families with children and 22% are seniors. 
 
19:45:36 From Phyllis Myers to Everyone: 
blacks the 4 others affected by eminent blacks the others affected by emonent domain were 
Inot.  does anyone know more bout these 4? 
 
19:46:54 From Bob Ward to Everyone: 
Bloomingdale, as represented by the census tract 33.01, is an area of Black displacement. From 
2010 to 2020 it lost 764 Black residents, or 38% of the 2010 Black population. Does DC measure 
this? 
 
19:47:25 From L D to Everyone: 
The SAP and OP appear to have done none of the hard numbers on school capacity, utilities 
capacity, parking, traffic, real data from the online Q&A.  Apts going empty all over DC, and apts 
being added behind Lisner Home+Wisconsin Ave in Friendship Hts.  How does adding more apts 
make sense except for the developers? Why not encourage/subsidize rents for merchants to 
encourage new businesses, as well as retain current businesses? 
 
19:47:26 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
Thank you, Carolyn, and I would also like to add that there are people with disabilities who are 
not able to bike and walk everywhere and need parking spaces, lest they be home-bound. 
 
19:47:46 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
Intense development should not occur without access to excellent transportation.  The closet 
metro stop to CCDC is approximately 1 mile away from our commercial strip. 
 
19:49:26 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Bob Ward:  Bloomingdale lost Black population at least partly because of the pop-up and pop-
back condo-ization of what had been single-family homes, the majority of which had been 
occupied if not owned by Black residents. One of the goals of the Historic District was to reign 
in the defacement and conversion of the row houses. Unfortunately, rising home prices and 
property taxes, even before the HD designation, continued to result in displacement. 
 
19:51:10 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
Mr. Lankowski you should rename your organization since your concerns do not center on 
historic preservation. 
 
19:51:37 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Carol:  Say it. 
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19:51:43 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
Well said, Carl! 
 
19:53:27 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
wow, Carl, do you have a professional conflict of interest? 
 
19:54:37 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
Thank you Ms. Williams.  This is it precisely. 
 
19:54:38 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
Thank you Kim!! 
 
19:55:31 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
I’ve seen old affordable rental housing from the 1930s near Friendship Heights demolished to 
be replaced by shoebox condos unaffordable to previous residents. Where was your concern 
about them?  Had those buildings been designated historic, the low-income people who could 
afford to live near Metro would still be there. 
 
19:55:33 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
Chevy Chase is not denying voucher holders! 
 
19:55:59 From jesse to Everyone: 
Clearly, a SAP and a HD are completely compatible, and a HD would not prevent the addition of 
significant new housing on CT Ave. We can have both, but if we don't have a HD there is no way 
the neighborhood can shape development in a way that preserves the features of CCDC that we 
love. 
 
19:56:06 From Jamie Butler to Host and Panelists: 
This is the purpose of HistoricChevy Chase DC, taken from the website below. I think you 
misunderstand its purpose. Carl’s comments are entirely appropriate. 
  
HCCDC is celebrating its 30th year as a nonprofit historical society conducting research and 
documenting the history, design architecture, landscape, streetscape and development of 
Chevy Chase DC, a lovely circa-1907 community in Northwest Washington DC. 
 
19:56:13 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Jesse:  Exactly. 
 
19:56:23 From Nanci S Link to Host and Panelists: 
I think you are talking about social engineering . Not historical preservation 
 
19:56:42 From Michele Wolin to Everyone: 
Thank you, Kim Williams. 
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19:57:04 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
If the City refuses to look beyond a narrow four-block strip in our neighborhood, it's just a sham 
and a gimme to developers. 
 
19:57:52 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
The Regency House in Chevy Chase offers low income housing which has conveniently been  
ignored repeatedly by DC govt. 
 
19:58:01 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
If the city were serious about introducing affordability into high-opportunity areas, (Ward 3) 
they would’ve use eminent domain to purchase land at the Wardman, and would yet do so at 
Friendship Heights, and develop through nonprofit structures a range of affordable housing.  
We will not get that through the SAP—OP has already said so. 
 
19:58:49 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
Agreed Andrea.  Thank you for clarifying that. 
 
19:59:01 From Nancy Wilson to Host and Panelists: 
DC has laws regarding Vouchers and if your house is for rent you cannot eliminate a possible 
renter because of a DC Voucher alone. 
 
19:59:07 From Jamie Butler to Host and Panelists: 
DC has done a significant amount of renovation and upgrading of the building. I don’t 
understand how you arrived at that statement. 
 
19:59:32 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
The ANC promised the world through the SAP, and OP has given us nothing. 
 
19:59:35 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
this SAP is a politically motivated effort with little chance of resulting in affordable housing in 
our neighborhood 
 
19:59:47 From Michele Wolin to Everyone: 
We also have older, relatively moderately priced apartments just south of Livingston St.; 
certainly more affordable than the new buildings going up. 
 
19:59:56 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
I should clarify that it was the prior ANC that made the promise, under the current chair. 
 
20:00:46 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
Exactly, let’s put the affordable housing anywhere but in Chevy Chase.  And certainly not on the 
entire block of land already owned by the city, at the Community Center and Library. 
 
20:01:13 From bgordon to Everyone: 
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There are multiple apartments buildings on Connecticut south of Livingston that offer 
reasonable rents, including accepting Section 8 vouchers. 
 
20:01:57 From Ronald Kahn (Ron) to Host and Panelists: 
questions have nothing to do with historic preservation - which is a design process -  kind of 
amazed by that lack of understanding 
 
20:02:21 From jesse to Everyone: 
I would love to see the SAP support HD.  But it won't mean anything legally unless a HD is 
designated. The SAP are HD are not in conflict, they just do different things. 
 
20:03:17 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
6 out of 7 ANC Commissioners who voted to prioritize CC for redevelopment are no longer on 
the Commission. The Ward 4 CM is brand new and we will soon have a new Ward 3 CM. We 
have had no representation on mitigating CC’s developer playground. 
 
20:03:46 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
I don’t believe we should sacrifice the human-scale village to accommodate a small amount of 
housing — whether it is low or high-income housing.  It’s our little downtown — CCDC’s only 
commercial area.  Building housing will necessity building tall and wide. 
 
20:03:54 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
The commercial district is not separable from the residential district which are separated from 
each other by a 15 foot wide alley! 
 
20:04:44 From Peter Lewis to Everyone: 
After a group of us educated neighbors on the control and meddling of Historic committees in 
what we can and cannot do to our houses, historic designation was overwhelmingly defeated.  
Historic Designation would've meant that we couldn't replace wood framed windows with vinyl.  
Historic Designation would've have meant that we couldn't replace wooden front doors with 
metal front doors.   The Committee members essentially try to impose their personal opinions 
on our homes that we paid a lot for.    We will continue to fight any Historic designation of 
housing in Chevy Chase and Friendship Heights.    Peter Lewis - 3901 Jenifer St NW. 
 
20:05:20 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
 The HD should encompass the residential side streets, not just the Connecticut Ave. 
corridor. It’s way too labor- and cash-intensive to do iterations of HD designation. 
 
20:06:23 From Cheryl Wasserman to Host and Panelists: 
Is the ANC willing to more widely  ut forth the issue of Historic designation?   Mr. Gordon’s 
question goes to the crux of the issue.  I for one don’t want to lose the identify and character of 
CC DC and a six story building at the site of the American City Diner just doesn’t work for me.  I 
have looked into this and I have come to believe that in the absence of HD, we have little if any 
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influence.   I was also heartened by a previous discussion by advocates of affordable housing 
that the  HD and housing need not be in conflict. 
 
20:06:57 From Allen Seeber to Everyone: 
As a matter of fact, Chevy Chase has a substantial number of “naturally affordable” rental units 
among the 2,000 multi-family units in ANC 3/4G — residents have the resources to afford them 
near the 30% housing cost burden fundamental to the definition of “affordable housing.”  The 
problem in DC is that the corollary requirement for subsidization is abhorrent to the Bowser 
Administration as well as to its predecessors.  Last year, in conversation with CCCA, Phil 
Mendelson made it clear that number research on affordability is not really something DC 
wants to do. 
 
20:07:48 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
The historic designation doesn’t have to include regulations regarding building materials, paint 
colors. etc.  It’s all in how the historic designation is written.  Many of us are envisioning a 
broad historic designation to limit the height and density of buildings. 
 
20:08:40 From Mary Rowse to Everyone: 
No permits are required for painting a property.  It's a myth that DC regulates paint colors. 
 
20:11:45 From Cheryl Wasserman to Host and Panelists: 
he ANC did such a great job on the Maret field, can it do same for design guidelines after the 
SAP is drafted and while the Historic Designation process is underway? 
 
20:12:13 From Randy Speck, ANC 3/4G03 to Host and Panelists: 
The Office of Planning will make a presentation at ANC 3/4G’s March 10, 2022 special meeting 
on the “procedures and logistics” of the remaining SAP process. The agenda will be on the 
ANC’s website tomorrow. 
 
20:13:11 From Scott Roberts (he/him) to Everyone: 
And the HPO sends out notices to property owners of record prior to the HPRB hearing. 
 
20:14:18 From Peter Lewis to Everyone: 
Previous members of the approval committees pointed me to homes on Ingomar St that 
constructed extensions that they felt "did not fit into the neighborhood" where myself and 
other felt the extensions were perfectly satisfactory.  As I stated above, these historic 
committees will try to impose their personal opinions of what is and isn't acceptable to them, 
and no one that purchases an expensive home in this neighborhood should have to secure 
approval from these people.   No one in their right mind will make an improvement on their 
house that will reduce its value and thus do not need a committee to impose their will on us.  
Peter Lewis - 3901 Jenifer NW  (and these are not misconceptions, these were factual 
impositions they proposed which were absurd.) 
 
20:14:32 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
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What a novel idea - sending a mailing to homes impacted.  Something that OP never did to truly 
engage this community on the SAP. 
 
20:14:42 From Michele Wolin to Everyone: 
I think more people are concerned about having a house next door to them being torn down 
and a huge house that takes up the entire lot going up in its place, with all the trees going down 
and one's views and enjoyment of their yard and views being destroyed. 
 
20:14:53 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
Fantastic and edifying discussion, thanks to all who participated! 
 
20:15:35 From Michele Wolin to Everyone: 
Agree that there has not been sufficient outreach to the community with this SAP. 
 
20:15:49 From Tim Hannapel to Everyone: 
Chas, fantastic job of moderating, and thanks to Steve and Kim, our excellent DC public 
servants. 
 
20:15:57 From Brian McCabe, Georgetown University to Host and Panelists: 
Thanks everyone for an interesting conversation! 
 
20:15:59 From Andrea Rosen to Everyone: 
Despite people urging the ANC and OP to communicate by mail to all residents in the ANC. 
 
20:16:32 From jesse to Everyone: 
Michele makes a good point.  We can expect enormous pressure to rezone our residential 
neighborhoods.  If that happens, the only protection wed will have against monstrosities vbuilt 
next door wqill be historic status. 
 
20:16:46 From Peter Lewis to Everyone: 
The majority of mods are not tearing houses down and replacing them with mansions.   Its, 
conversely, improvements to the home exteriors.  this is where Historic committees go wild and 
try to dictate what you can and can't do. 
 
20:16:46 From Jamie Butler to Host and Panelists: 
Thank you to everyone who planned this program and to our panelists and moderator and 
questioners. Very informative session including comments and chat. We clearly do not agree on 
this topic but we can hopefully discuss 
 
20:17:02 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
I hope that this discussion will continue on the CC listserv 
 
20:17:50 From Carol Grunewald to Everyone: 
It will! 
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20:18:02 From Carolyn to Everyone: 
Can you also publish how many people were in attendance? 
 
20:19:34 From Connie K. N. Chang, ANC 3/G-05 to Everyone: 
69 attendees total 
 
20:19:56 From Stuart Miles-McLean to Everyone: 
3 at our house 
 
 
Q&A LOG 
 
Anonymous Attendee       7:11 PM 
The SAP and the OP have collected lots of data but haven't shared it, even at the recent 
meeting at the CC Library:no numbers,no percentages of how people actually responded--the 
storyboards seemed to only reflect the viewpoints of the SAP and OP, rather than the honest 
discussion, questions, and dismay voiced.  No one even introduced themselves.  This group 
appears to have done none of the minimal research re: School capacity, utilities 
capacity,parking,traffic.Apts going empty all over DC. 
 
Donald Durkee       7:13 PM 
Apart from the theatre and arcade on Conn. Ave what histoic structures has the study group 
identified since the community voted again a His5toric Distriuct. 
 
Greg Schmidt       7:14 PM 
Cmmr Crain of the HPRB expressed what was apparently the majority view of the Board at the 
time of the Bloomingdale decision two two or so years ago that the Board was statutorily 
prohibited from considering 1) the economic consequences of its actions and 2) neighborhood 
sentiments.  Is this the current view of the Board? 
 
Anonymous Attendee       7:15 PM 
So many apts being planned--behind Lisner Home and Wisconsin Ave in Friendship Hts--we 
need even more?? 
 
Anonymous Attendee       7:16 PM 
Keep Chevy Chase a place where families can live safely, attend the local schools, shop locally, 
wi easy/safe access to parking/walking.  Why not encourage/subsidize rents for merchants to 
encourage new businesses, as well as retain current businesses? 
 
rick       7:19 PM 
I have a question about timeline for completing the SAP and the completion of the design of 
redevelopment of the library and recreation center.  It would seem that the design of the  
redevelopment of those two elements should borrow heavily from the SAP.  Is the timing going 
to work that way? 
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Jamie Butler       7:19 PM 
What is the impact of historic designation on neighborhoods generally and specifically on 
building new affordable housing or rehabilitation of existing housing? 
In a neighborhood such as ours that is committed to more economic and racial diversity, how 
would historic designation affect our ability to achieve that goal? 
 
Greg Schmidt       7:19 PM 
The earlier petition had literally nothing about the systemic exclusion of non-white folks from 
this neighborhood.  Indeed it exhalted the “extraordinary vision of [Francis Newlands] as tp 
what constitutes the ideal suburb.”  How does the HPO process account for invidious history?  
Indeed Kingman Park HD was grounded in part on its history - the fact that its primary 
developer Carl Sager created a haven for middle class blacks were being systematically 
excluded from Chevy Chase by its primary founder, Newlands.  How could a grant of historic 
status be based on Newlands vision and actions? 
 
Andrea Rosen       7:24 PM 
Question:  Given that greater density on Connecticut Avenue is baked in via the Future Land 
Use Map, how do contributing structures on Connecticut Avenue fare under Historic District 
designation? 
 
Jim Feldman       7:25 PM 
It was said that the HPO had basically already decided that Chevy Chase qualifies as a historic 
district.  That seems weird, since that determination was made 10 years ago, and this is a new 
situation.  Does that mean that the HPO is not open to reconsidering its prior determination 
that Chevy Chase qualifies as a historic district?  Doesn't the fact that 70% of the people voted 
against it 10 years ago mean that HPO should be open to re-thinking its view? 
 
Tom Sneeringer       7:31 PM 
Does the level of anticipated resistance become an important factor of cost when developers 
are seeking to site afforable housing.  Does the natural protectiomnism of historic districts 
become a barrier, even when not actually employed? 
 
Ronald Kahn (Ron)       7:31 PM 
Putting their Historical Design Hat’s on - what is their initial opinion of the current drat plan 
dsign along Connecticut Ave? 
 
Carol Grunewald       7:34 PM 
Why do we need to designate particular buildings?  Why can’t we designate the historic “village 
design.” 
 
Ronald Kahn (Ron)       7:38 PM 
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The designation process - we are at the end of the draft plan milestoned within this month - can 
we get a hold until we at leaast know if an application / approval process is at least viable? 
Understand the Mayor is pushing hard. 
 
Donald Durkee       7:41 PM 
Have the other SAPs that include a HD also involve an earlier vote against creation of an HD? 
 
jesse       7:42 PM 
Could our HPO folks speak to what kind of constraints HD status would or would not pose for 
homeowners in CCDC? 
 
Allen Seeber       7:47 PM 
How would HPO “define” the eclecticism that characterizes Chevy Chase in its design 
regulations? 
 
Bob Ward       7:50 PM 
Does DC measure and track demographic information about historic districts and trends 
relating to them?  I noted in the chat that Bloomingdale is a place of significant Black 
displacement between 2010 and 2020, losing 38% of its Black residents. 
 
Ronald Kahn (Ron)       8:13 PM 
milestoned by OP - Draft SAP - March - this month - complete draft  was this delayed? - not in 
the SAP OP  site - just looked. Mayoral hearing in April!!! 
 
 
 


