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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
10: 06 a. m

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Thank you, M. Chairman.
M. My, could you call the next case, please. M. My?

MR MIY: Yes, I"'mhere. |'mjust pulling ny --

VI CE CHAl RPERSON JOHN: Thank you. | wasn't sure
you coul d hear ne.

MR MOY: No. | hear you loud and clear. GCkay.
Let's see so we have. kay. This is Case Application Nunber
20449 of PD 236 Properties, LLC This application, as
anended, is for a special exception from the rear yard
requi rements of Subtitle E, Section 306.1, |ot occupancy
requi rements of Subtitle E, Section 304.1 and the area
variance fromthe | ot occupancy requirenments of Subtitle E,
Section 304.1 for the rear deck additi on pursuant to Subtitle
E, Section 5201, Subtitle X, Section 901.2, Subtitle X
Section 1002.

This would raze the existing building and
construct a new attached principal dwelling unit with a rear
deck addition in the RF1 Zone. The property is |ocated at
1173 3rd Street Northeast.

The prelimnary natter here, MadamChair, is that
the applicant filed a notion for continuance and in the
record there is also a letter in support of that notion from
ANC 6C.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Thank you, M. My. M.
Young, the Board wll not take any testinony on this notion
to continue so there's no need to let the parties in.

So | have reviewed the record and the applicant's

notion to continue and the ANC s consent to the request for
post ponenent . So in that case the Board wll grant the
notion to postpone. And, M. My, | note that the ANC is

asking for a date, while the ANC is not available on May 18

or the 25th.

So can you see, M. My, what dates we have
avai | abl e? I would think sonetime in June mght be
appropri ate.

MR, MOY: Yes, yes, | agree, Madam Chair. So |
woul d suggest for the Board that the Board continue this
application to June the 15th.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Ckay. Thank you. So the
case is continued to June 15. Thank you, M. My.

MR, MOY: Thank you.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN:  Chairman Hi || ?

BZA CHAIR HILL: That was fast. | went to just
grab a coffee, and | didn't even hear what happened.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: | amvery fast, Chairnan
Hill.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. What happened? Were do
| put this now? Wat did you guys do?
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN:  It's continued to June.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: June.

VI CE CHAl RPERSON JOHN:  Yes.

BZA CHAIR H LL: 1Is there a date, M. My?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: M. My, do you have a
date? W lost M. My.

MR MOY: Yes, |'m here. It was reschedul ed to
June, reschedul ed to June 15.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Just because | need to
fileit and continue to knowl'mnot onit. M. My, you can
call our next one.

MR, MOY: Ckay. Let's see. Al right.
Application Nunmber 20559 of WIIliamand Susan Nash. This is
an application for special exception fromthe | ot occupancy
requi rements, Subtitle E, Section 304.1 pursuant to Subtitle
E, Section 5201, and Subtitle X, Section 902.1.

This would construct a rear, 3-story addition to
an exi sting attached 4-story wi th basenent principal dwelling
unit in the RF-1 zone. The property is |located 638 East
Capitol Street Northeast, Square 868, Lot 66. And that's it
for nme.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Sorry. M. Sullivan, can
you pl ease introduce yourself for the record?

MR, SULLIVAN: Yes, M. Chair. Thank you. Marty
Sullivan with Sullivan & Barros on behalf of the applicant.
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BZA CHAIR H LL: Okay. M. Sullivan, if you would
do ne a favor and kind of wal k through this application as
expedi tiously as possible. W have areally big today. And
so if you could tell us why you believe your client is
neeting the criteria for us to grant the relief requested.

And you can begi n whenever you |iKke.

MR SULLIVAN. Ckay. Thank you. W do have a
Power Poi nt i f that coul d be | oaded al t hough this one may have
been filed late so we may need to ask for that to be accepted
into the record. |'msorry.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's all right. Let ne just
check that.

MR, SULLIVAN. Onh, there it is, yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. | do see that. And unless
t he Board has any issues, | would Iike to see the Power Poi nt
into the record. So please allowthat into the record. And
pl ease begin, M. Sullivan.

MR, SULLIVAN: So thank you, M. Chair. And with
us here, too, as well is the architect, and | aminstructing
her according to your directions to go as expeditiously as

BZA CHAIR HILL: Keep going, WM. Sullivan.
(Si mul taneous speaking.) Got you.

MR, SULLIVAN. Ckay. But right here on the cover
page is a good explanation of what the additionis. It's a
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smal | addition for what woul d be call ed three stories because
the -- and fromthe front of the building, the cellar is nore
than 5 feet out of the ground. So it's a 4-story buil ding.
And that screen porch you see there in the back used to be
two stories, but the neighbor to the |l eft had concerns about
that and so the applicant renoved that from the origina
application.

So if we could go to the next slide.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Go back to the right. I was
trying to figure out, what's that to the right of the
property, in 6367

MR, SULLIVAN. That's the other property. That's
an addition on their side. W can see that in a photo.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. Al right. Gkay. Geat.
Thank you.

MR, SULLI VAN: Next slide, please. So this is RF-
1. The ask is to go from64.6 percent | ot occupancy to 68.6
percent .

Next slide, please. W have the support of the
ANC 6C, bot h adj acent nei ghbors and other letters of support
and the Ofice of Planning.

Next slide, please. So there's a photo that you
can see what that is to the right. And the white second
story porch you see is on the applicant's property. And then
the other picture is a photo |Iooking out towards the rear.
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Next slide, please. These are the photos -- and
"Il turn it over to Ms. Wiitnore. Ellen, if you could go
t hrough these quickly, please.

M5. WH TMORE: Right. So the bottom left photo
I's show ng the rear of the principal building. W're going
to be renoving all of the things in white and below. That's
a breakfast roomthat's currently -- it was an addition on
the back of the original property.

The photo on the lower right is |ooking towards
the rear of the garage. W're going to be renoving the 1-
story section on the left part of the garage in order to nmake
up sonme roomon the | ot coverage.

The array of photos on the top is | ooking out onto
t he nei ghbor's property. That part you were tal king about
fromthe first page, this is showing the solar array that
we're trying to have no inpact on the solar access to that.
And there's also a visible beyond that. Next to our garage
in the back, there's another solar array that we will not be
| mpacti ng.

Next slide. This is just a site plan show ng the

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. Witnore?

MS. WH TMORE: Yes?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: |"'mgoing t hrough you guys' slide
deck.
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M5. WH TMORE:  Ckay.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: And, M. Sullivan, | think the
slide deck is very helpful. And I'm going to just get us
down to Slide 21 and kick it back over to you, M. Sullivan.

MR SULLI VAN Ckay. Thank you.

BZACHAIRH LL: And then 'l let ny fell ow Board
menbers go through the slide deck. And if they have
questions after we get through this, we can do that. If you
can go to 21, M. Young?

MR, SULLI VAN: And | assune 21 is the genera
requirenments so |'ll get started on that.

We neet the general requirenents. Thisis clearly
in harnony with the general purpose and i ntent of the zoning
regul ati ons and maps and will not tend to affect nei ghboring
properties. As nentioned, we cane to an agreenent with the
nei ghbor to the left and a significant revision was done to
renove the second story fromthe screened porch.

Therefore, regarding the specific criteria, |ight
and air, as shown on our shadow studies is not unduly
affected, privacy as well. Privacy was the issue with the
second story screened porch. That was renoved. So that
I ssue has been resol ved.

And as viewed fromthe street or alley as well,
it does not obviously intrude upon character, scale and
pattern. Thank you.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. G eat. Thank you

M .

Sullivan. Can you drop that slide deck, M. Young, if you

don't m nd? Thank you. My | turn to the Ofice of

Pl anni ng?

M5. FOTHERG LL: Good norning. For the re

cord,

|"'m Anne Fothergill with the Ofice of Planning. And the

O fice of Planning recommends approval of BZA Case 2055

finds it nmeets the special criteria of Subtitle E, Se

9 and

ction

5201, as well as the special exception criteria of Subtitle

X, Chapter 9. And | will rest on the record in support. And
| am happy to take any questions. Thanks.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Al right. Thanks, Ms.
Fot hergill. Good norning to you as well. M. Young, is
t here anyone here who w shes to speak?

MR YOUNG We do not.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: kay. Does ny Board have any --
do ny fellow Board nenbers have any questions for the
applicant or the O fice of Planning? Chairman Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yes. Quickly, Ms. Witnore, you
nmenti oned about the solar panels. | can't renmenber exactly

what you said. You said mniml inpact or some inpact? How

Ther e

did you phrase that because | know you went kind of fast.
M5. WH TMORE: | probably m sphrased it.

will be no inpact on the neighbor's solar array.
ZC CHAI R HOOD: Ckay.
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12

M5. WH TMORE: Either way.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Thank you. That's better. Thank
you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Geat. M. Sullivan, do
you have anything at the end?

MR, SULLIVAN: No. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Al right. 1'mgoing to go ahead
and close the hearing on the record. M. Young, would you

pl ease excuse everyone?

Well, vyou guys, | thought it was pretty
straightforward. | didn't have a lot of issues with it. |
nmean, | thought that that property actually that was over to

the other side of it was a massive property al so that had --
you know, they are protecting the solar arrays on there. And
so | do think that they neet all of the criteria for us to
grant the relief that's being requested.

| would agree with the Ofice of Planning' s
recommendation as well as that of the ANC and be voting to
approve as well as DDOT didn't have any i ssues or objections.
Does anyone have anything to add? M. Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: No, sir. | agree wth your
assessnment of the situation. | believe based on the record
before the Board, the applicant has net the burden of proof
and should be granted the relief.

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. Snith?
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13

MEMBER SM TH: | second M. Bl ake's coments.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Chai rman Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: | have nothing to add, but | agree
with all of what |'ve heard.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Vice Chair John?

VICE CHAIR JOHN: | have nothing to add as well.
| think the application is fairly straightforward.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. "Il make a notion to
approve Application Nunber 20559 as capti oned and read by the
Secretary and ask for a second, Ms. John?

VICE CHAIR JOHN:  Second.

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. My, if you could take the
roll call, please?

MR, MOY: Wien | call each of your names if you
woul d pl ease respond with a yes, no, abstain to the notion
made by Chairman Hill to approve the application for the
relief requested. The notion was seconded by Vice Chair
John. Zoning Comm ssion Chair, Anthony Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yes.

MR, MOY: M. Smth?

MEMBER SM TH:  Yes.

MR MOY: M. Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: Yes.

MR. MOY: Vice Chair John?

VICE CHAIR JOHN:  Yes.
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MR MOY: Chairman H Il ?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes.

MR MOY: Staff would record the vote as 5-0-0,
and this is on the notion nmade by Chairman H Il to approve
the application for the relief requested. The notion was
seconded by Vice Chair John in support. Also in support of
the notion to approve is Zoning Conmi ssion Chair Anthony
Hood, M. Smith, M. Bl ake and, of course, Vice Chair John
and Chairman Hill. Again, the notion carries on a vote of
5-0-0.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, M. My. Wen you get
a chance, M. My, feel free to call our next one.

MR, MOY: This would be Case Application Nunber
20639 of WMatthew Ruest and Chad Koratich, K-ORA-T-1-CH.
This applicationis for special exceptions fromthe side yard
requi renment, Subtitle E, Section 207.2, pursuant to Subtitle
E, Section 5201, and Subtitle X, Section 901. 2, nonconform ng
side yard requirenments, Subtitle E, Section 207.3, pursuant
to Subtitle E, Section 5201 and Subtitle X, Section 901. 2,
rear yard requirenents, Subtitle E, Section 306.1, pursuant
to Subtitle E, Section 5201 and Subtitle X, Section 901. 2.

This would construct a partial second story
addition to an exi sting sem -detached, 2-story with basenent,
principal dwelling unit in the RF-1 Zone. The property is
| ocat ed at 1813 Ver nont Avenue Nort hwest, Square 334, Lot 27.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. G eat. M. Sullivan,
could you introduce yourself for the record, please?

MR SULLIVAN: Yes. Thank you. Marty Sullivan
with Sullivan & Barros on behal f of the applicant.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Okay. M. Sullivan, if you could
just, you know, again, as efficiently as possible wal k us
through this application in terns of why you believe that
your client is neeting the criteria for us to grant the
relief requested. The Ofice of Planning had sone questi ons.
If you could just clarify whether or not that has been or
sonme of those have been resol ved. And you can begi n whenever
you |ike.

MR. SULLI VAN. Ckay. Thank you. If we could have
t he PowerPoint | oaded, please? And Ms. Brunson is the
architect. And she's with us and avail able for questions.
But 1'lIl go through the PowerPoint nyself.

If we could goto Slide 2, please, the next slide.
So the property is in the RF-1 Zone. It's a 2-story single
famly dwelling. And the applicant is proposing a small
addition to the south rear side of the building, and it's a
second story addition underneath that will be open.

And this requires special exception relief from
actually three areas. It's the rear yard requirenment because
the rear line of the building is being extended across, and
it's currently non-conform ng. And side yard, because we
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will be less than 5 feet but won't be all the way to the
property line, so we'll need relief for that.

And then we also need relief fromthe restriction
agai nst nmaki ng a non-conform ng si de yard nore non-conform ng
or a conform ng side yard non-conform ng.

Next slide, please. It's supported by ANC1Bw th
| etters of support fromtwo adjacent neighbors. There's a
third adj acent nei ghbor that doesn't have a problemw th it.
And they've talked to the applicant several tines, but they
just haven't filed a letter. And OP is recommending
approval .

And | spoke to M. Cochran yesterday, and | think
that issue has been cleared up. There was sone confusion
about the plat. But fromnmy conversation with him they're
okay with the plat now. That issue has gone away.

Next slide, please. There's the location of the
property.

Next slide, please. Next slide, please. That's
the front. And you're |ooking at the side, the addition is
to the right here on the photo to the right.

Next slide, please. You can see the plat in the
back on the right side at the rear of the property there.
The addition is smaller than what it shows there. A lot of
that is patio so we'll see that when we get to the plans.

Next slide, please. Next slide, please. And next
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slide, please. You can see there the addition. It's
rect angul ar. It's to the right where you see the stairs
there. That's underneath the addition.

Next slide, please. |'ll zip through the fl oor
pl ans. Next slide, please. Next slide, next slide. Get to
the elevations. Next slide, please.

So on the lower right elevation here, you see the
extent of the addition fromthis view. It's open underneath,
and the addition is on the second story. And you can see the
size of it, howfar it cones out fromthe existing building
there on the top left and then fromthe rear elevation as
well. You get a sense of the size of the addition.

Next slide, please. And next slide, please. So
thisis asingle famly. |It's goingto be aflat after this.
So it is in harnmony with the general purpose and intent of
zoning regulations. The |ot occupancy is just 51 percent
after the addition.

Next slide, please. Light and air available to
t he nei ghboring properties is not unduly affected. And
privacy of use and enjoynent, there's no wi ndows on the rear
of the building facing adjacent properties. So no privacy
| ssue.

And as noted in the OP report, discussions wth
HPO staff, as | said, there's no major issues withthis. And
so this won't visually intrude upon character, scale and
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pattern.

And next slide, please. And | think that's it.
So if the Board has any questions for nyself or for M.
Brunson.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. And | know the Board has
the slide deck and is able to peruse through them So |'m
going to let themcontinue to do that. And I'mgoing to turn
to the Ofice of Planning.

MR, COCHRAN: Thanks, M. Chair. This is Steve
Cochran, representing the O fice of Planning in Case 20639.
OP reconmends t hat you approve both the two si de yard speci al
exceptions and the rear vyard special exception. The
application neets the criteria of X Chapter 9 and Section
5201. That conpletes our report, but | would be happy to
answer any questions.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay. Thanks, M. Cochran. |
have revi ewed your report. | don't have any questions of it.
M. Young, is there anyone here w shing to speak?

MR. YOUNG We do not.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Does t he Board have any questi ons
for the Ofice of Planning or the applicant? Ckay. M.
Cochran, good to see you. dad to see everybody is wearing
atie today. That's very interesting. And let's see, M.
Sul livan, do you have anything to add at the end?

MR, SULLIVAN. No. Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

19

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. |I'mgoing to go ahead and

cl ose the hearing on the record. Okay. As we reviewed the

regul ations, | also thought that the applicant has net the
burden of proof for this application. | didn't particularly
have any concerns. It was an interesting, | think, project

but also relatively mnimal in its relief requested.

And | also would agree with the Ofice of
Pl anni ng' s anal ysi s and recommendati on as well as that of ANC
1B as well as that we have adj acent nei ghbors in support with
t heir own concerns there.

So | didn't have any i ssues with the application.
" mgoing to go around the tabl e and see what ny fell ow Board
menbers have to add starting with you M. Smth if anything.

MEMBER SM TH: Chai rman, | don't have anything to
add. | do conpletely agree with your anal ysis that they have
nmet the burden of proof for us to be able to grant the
speci al exceptions.

| will also note that they have received letters
in support fromall of the adjacent neighbors that would be
nost directly inpacted by this addition, the neighbor to the
north and their neighbors on S Street to the south.

So with that statenent, | am in support of the
speci al exceptions.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Gkay. Geat. Thank you. M.
Bl ake?
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MEMBER BLAKE: | agree with the statenents you
have nade. And | believe the applicant has net the burden
of proof. And I'll be voting in favor of the application.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you. Chairman Hood?

ZC CHAI R HOCD: You know, sonetine | try to hit

t he space button and unnmute so | don't have to do the cursor

but then sonetines it doesn't. So | have an operator's
probl em

| don't have anything to add. | think the nerits
in this case warrant approval, especially with all the

support that has already been nentioned. So thank you.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Chai rman Hood, it's only taken
two years to figure out Zoom right?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Sir, it just worked just dandy,

but when you called on ne it didn't work. So | don't know.

Maybe it's, maybe it's -- but | really want to make a
stat ement about the tie, but 1'lIl wait and say that about the
tie later.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Got you. Vice Chair John?

VICE CHAIR JOHN: I'"'m in support of the
application. I'mgoing to give great weight to the Ofice
of Planning's report and agree with all of the comments so
far and just note that DDOT has no objection to the
application.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, Vice Chair John. Al
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right. |'"'m going ahead and make a notion to approve
Application Nunber 20639 as captioned and read by the
Secretary and ask for a second, Ms. John?

VI CE CHAIR JOHN:  Second.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Mbdtion made and seconded. M.
Moy, if you could take the roll call?

MR MOY: When | call each of your nanes if you
woul d pl ease respond with a yes, no or abstain to the notion
made by Chairman Hi Il to approve the application for the
relief requested. The notion was seconded by Vice Chair

John. Zoning Commi ssion Chair, Anthony Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yes to the notion.

MR, MOY: M. Smth?

MEMBER SM TH:  Yes to the notion

MR MOY: M. Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: Yes.

MR. MOY: Vice Chair John?

VICE CHAIR JOHN:  Yes.

MR MOY: Chairman HIl?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes.

MR MOY: Staff would record the vote as 5-0-0.
And this is on the notion nade by Chairman Hi Il to approve.
The notion to approve was seconded by Vice Chair John. Also

in support of the notion to approve is Zoning Comm ssion
Chair Anthony Hood, M. Smith and M. Bl ake. The noti on
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carries on a vote of 5-0-0.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Thank you, M. My. You may cal l
our next one when you get an opportunity, M. My.

MR MOY: This would be Case Application Nunber
20641 of 3900 Ednmunds, E-D-MU- N-D-S, Street, LLC. This is
a request for a special exception fromthe matter-of-right
uses of Subtitle U, Section 401, which is pursuant to
Subtitle U, Section 421, and Subtitle X, Section 901. 2.

This woul d construct a third story with penthouse
and roof deck addition and to convert to a seven unit
apartnment house, an existing sem -detached, 2-story wth
cellar four unit apartnment house in the RA-1 Zone. The
property is | ocated at 3900 Edmunds Street Northwest, Square
1807, Lot 35.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. M. Ferris, can you hear

MR. FERRI'S: Yes, Chair. Can the Board menbers
hear ne as wel | ?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. Could you introduce
yourself for the record, please?

MR. FERRIS: Yes. Lawence Ferris with the |aw
office of Goulston & Storrs, |and use counsel for the
applicant.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Great. Thank you, M. Ferris.
Al right, M. Ferris. |If you could -- we have a really big
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day today. However, yours is a little bit nore substanti al

than the other two that were before us. If you could take
alittle bit of tine to walk us through your -- and |'ve got
your Power Point up already. |If you could take a little bit

of tinme to walk us through your presentation as to why you
believe your client is neeting the criteria for us to grant
the relief requested.

You don't have to go into too nuch detail on the
actual | ayout of the building. Perhaps just, you know, speak
nore about the relief that's being requested. And, M.
Young, if you could pull up that PowerPoint and then, M.
Ferris, you can begi n whenever you |ike.

MR FERRIS: Al right. Geat. Thanks so much.
Agai n, good norning, Chair H Il and nmenbers of the Board.

W' re here today for the property | ocated at 3900
Edmunds Street Northwest. This is |located in d over Park
one bl ock north of Stoddert El enentary School .

This area of G over Park consists of a mx of
multifam ly residential buildings that range fromsnaller to
| ower to mid-rise buildings to highrises |like those that are
on the north side of Ednunds and directly across the street
fromthe property.

So the property is currently inproved with a four
unit apartnent building. You see that brick frame there on
the screen. And the project we're presenting today would
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renovate the existing building and construct the addition
that you see on the rear to provide seven units, which would
i nclude six 3-bedroomunits. So that's the short and sweet
of the project.

The property 1is zoned RA-1. And so our
applicationis requesting special exception approval pursuant
to Subtitle U, Section 421, for new residential devel opnent
in an RA-1 Zone. The project otherwi se neets all matter of
ri ght devel opnent standards so we're only requesting relief
under U 421.

Wth nme today are Barry Madani and Megan Downey
of Bloom Residential. M. Madani will provide a very brief
background on t he project and on our applicant. And then M.
Downey wi |l be wal king us briefly through the plans. And we
will try and focus specifically on the i ssues you call ed out,
M. Chair.

Bef ore we di ve i nto our presentation, | would I|ike
to note that we have reports in support fromthe Ofice of
Pl anning, that's at Exhibit 31, and from DDOT at Exhi bit 32.

W net with OP back in January to review the
project and get their feedback. And as you saw in OP's
report, they're recomendi ng approval. The workabl e desi gn
rel at ed questi ons OP had that they asked t he devel opnent team
to ook into, which we did and followed up with OP after
studying. So those were the itens that you saw addressed in
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our pre-hearing subm ssion, and we'll touch on those briefly
as part of our presentation today as well.

Al so included in our presentation is an updated
| andscape plan, which is an item OP had requested. So we'l|
review that briefly as well when we dive into the plan
shortly. But in short, we're very pleased with OP's report
reconmmendi ng approval of the application.

W also presented the project to ANC 3B in
February, and ANC voted unani nously to support the project
and the requested relief. The ANC s report is at Exhibit 34
of the record.

I'"'m also pleased to have several letters of
support from nei ghbors in the area, including the owner of
the adjacent building on the west side of the property,
that's the building at 3904 Ednunds that's actually attached
to this one.

So with that brief introduction, | will hand it
over to Barry Madani to give us a brief background on the
proj ect .

MR. MADANI : Good norning, Chairperson Hll, and
menbers of the Board. My nanme is Barry Madani. | am
princi pal of Bl oom Residenti al .

This is a project that we have, you know, been
working on and taking a dilapidated four wunit apartnent
building in the dover Park neighborhood in much need of
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updati ng and converting it to seven residential condo units,
which we believe will also help drive the nunber of
st akehol ders in that neighborhood, which is predom nantly
made up of renters.

We have the letter of support of the adjacent
nei ghbor and many of the other neighbors in close proximty.
We have done projects in that neighborhood before, and we
have a great track record wth the nei ghborhood. And, as
Law ence nenti oned, you know, we have al so t he support of the
ANC.

MR. FERRI S: Al right. And with that, M.
Downey, if you can wal k us through the plans just briefly.

M5. DOANEY: Hi. |1'mMegan Downey. And |I'mj ust
going to quickly kind of walk through the plans and the
proposed project that we have for this site.

So on this first page you'll see the building.

The front kind of brick structure is the existing kind of

four wunit building that currently exists. And we're
converting this building by adding a I arger addition to the
rear of the property, converting it froma four unit to a
seven unit project.

Next slide. So on the next slide, you'll kind of
see the rear addition and you can really see from here that
the bul k of what we're adding is really concentrated to the

back of the property, whichis really the mddle of the site.
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Next sli de. So here we just kind of have sone
context inmages. So you can see in red, we've circled where
the project is. So as Lawence has nentioned, thisis in the
A over Park nei ghborhood just west of Wsconsin Avenue.

To the north are sone larger nmultifam |y buil di ngs
you can see. Directly along the street are simlar sized
small to mdrise multifamly buildings. And just south, we
are |l ocated one block from Stoddert El enentary School .

Next slide, please. Gkay. So here are sone kind
of existing photos of the project. You can see the existing
kind of two-story four unit existing structure, the front
brick facade and then the back kind of closed in rear
por ches.

Next slide. So here's the site plan. So what's
really inportant fromthe site plan is that along Ednunds
Street there is actually a building restriction lIine, which
is 10 feet beyond the front of the existing building.

And we are actually holding the existing facade,
which is simlar to the building that's next to us. So kind
of keeping that front facade and not building within that 10
feet, which zoning would allow. And then also, as you can
see, the addition which we're adding is really in the mddle
of the site. It's kind of set back from Ednunds Street and
t he other buildings along the road.

Next sli de. So here is kind of sone proposed
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| ayouts which we're planning to build. Kind of the key thene
here is that this is a seven year project and six of the
seven units we're proposing three bedroomunits. Being in
such close proximty to Stoddert Elenentary, we're trying to
get nore larger famly sized units.

Next sli de. And then this slide and the next
slide, you'll see that kind of also a goal was trying to
provi de outdoor space for every unit, alnost every unit, not
quite, whether it be a balcony or a rooftop terrace.

Next slide. And you'll kind of see the bal cony
of the top unit there.

So next slide. So here are the elevations. So,
again, this is the front elevation. Just to the left-hand
si de of the screen, you can see that existing brick building.
One thing I will note that we are enlarging sone of the
wi ndows and that was to provide nore light into the units.

Another thing is that we raised -- so in order to
get a nore livable space in that top unit, we've actually
rai sed the ceiling, whichis why we're no | onger hol di ng t hat
kind of mansard roof, which you'll see simlarly in the
bui | di ng adj acent to us, which we can di scuss when we get to
t he context.

Next slide. Here you kind of see the el evations
again. Again, that back nass is concentrated to the rear of
the building. W're setting back fromthe front al nost 20
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feet fromthe front.

And next slide. And then here it is in context.
So, again, just sone things | wanted to nention. So the
mansard roof, which is sonething we've discussed with OP
because we are raising the roof, we are not holding that
mansard because -- and we didn't think to add the nansard
would really align with the building next to us.

Al so anot her conversation that we had wth OP was
a question about why we didn't nmaintain -- why we had noved
the entrance to the side as opposed to the front. Again, it
was really so that we could try to get the majority of three
bedroom units. W |ooked at trying to keep the front
entrance but we would lose -- it cane at the cost of |o0sing
a three bedroomunit, which we felt was a nuch stronger need
for this area, nei ghborhood and project.

And t hen next slide. And then here's the kind of
| andscape plan, which | know we've been working with OP.
Sonme things to nention is that one, that the sidewal k kind
of jogs in order to be able to provide an ADA conpliant
pathway to the site, to the entrance. And then the other
thing is that the trash in the rear is enclosed from the
al l ey, and we have added pl antings in conversations with OP.
And | think that m ght be it.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay. Thank you. M. Ferris?

MR FERRIS: Yes. | think if | could just put the
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finer point on a couple of the comments that were in the

Ofice of Planning's report that we had di scussed wth them
and Megan touched on al ready.
But if we could go back to, let's see, Slide 6.
You'll see the ground floor |ayout on the right-hand side.
So one of the issues OP had asked us about was,
as Ms. Downey nentioned, either nmai ntaining the current front

entrance or reincorporating a front entrance onto that front
ground floor unit. And essentially we took a ook at this
and tried to kind of play around with that |ight unit |ayout.
And as you can see, it's one of the three bedroomunits, one
of the six 3-bedroonms we're providing. And there was just
no way to make that interior |ayout work w thout |osing an
entire bedroom

As you can see, the three bedroons are sort of at
the top of that l[ayout facing onto Edmunds. And there was
just no way to nake it work wi thout |osing a bedroom

So we went back to OP and discussed that issue.
And they sort of agreed that it was nore inportant here to
mai ntain that 3-bedroom unit than it was to get a new
entrance or recreate the current entrance on Ednunds Street.

So | just wanted to touch on that since that was
noted in OP's report.

And then the other issue that Ms. Downey touched
on that was in OP's report and that we discussed with them
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was that mansard elenent. That is at the existing building
and on the adjacent building. And if we can go back to that
context image, which is at Slide 11, M. Young. Thank you.

So as you can see, that existing building to the
right, 3904, has that managed devel opnent that our buil di ng
has currently. And as Ms. Downey was explaining, we're
actually raising the ceiling of those second story units by
a foot, a full foot, and enlarging those w ndow openi ngs.
As you can see, they are l|arger than what you have at the
kind of mrror inmage adjacent building that mrrors what we
have at the site now.

And so you really couldn't maintain that mansard
r oof . And if you want to just raise it or to try and
recreate it with like a faux mansard, it would | ook just a
little funky, alittle off kilter because it woul d be uneven
with that adjacent building. And so it was really difficult
for us to find a way to do that in a way that was actually
conpl enentary to the adjacent buil ding.

So t hat was agai n sonet hi ng t hat we di scussed with
OP. And ultimately they agreed that it was better to have
the inproved units that had nore light, nore air access to
t he noderni zed units than it was to kind of create, recreate
or maintain that mansard el enment. So that was kind of where
we | anded on that and ultimately OP, | think, was happy with
t he di scussi on.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

32

So anyways, | just wanted to put a little bit

finer point on those.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: No, | appreciate that, M.
Ferris. Ckay. M. Ferris, |I'"'mactually going to cut you
of f.

MR, FERRI'S: Absolutely.

BZA CHAIR H LL: And so, M. Young, can you drop
that slide deck? | appreciate you telling nme about the
mansard roof because | was a little curious about it. But

|'"'mgoing to go ahead and turn to the Ofice of Planning.

MR. Kl RSCHENBAUM Good norning, Chair Hill and
menbers of the Board of Zoning Adjustnent. | "' m Jonat han
Ki rschenbaumwi th the O fice of Planning. And we recomrend
approval of the special exception for a new residential
devel oprment in the RA-1 Zone.

And f or t he record, our anal ysi s and
recommendati on are based on the architectural and | andscape
pl ans that are in Exhibit 35 and that is the exhibit that the
applicant just showed you.

And I will rest onthe record. Please |let me know
i f you have any further questions. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Kirschenbaum | was just kind
of curious, as far as losing that mansard roof, it was al so
because like there's just kind of a m x of buildings al ong
that line. |Is that sonething that you guys |ooked at? |
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guess, like it seens |like you all didn't have nuch -- you
t hought about the mansard roof, but you eventually went with
the light angle -- sorry, the better units that were going
to be put there rather than the mansard roof.

My question, | guess, is that sone of that because
there's already a m x of those buildings on that bl ock?

MR KI RSCHENBAUM That is correct. | nean, it's
not a consistent block front at this point because many of
the simlar buildings have already been redevel oped into
apartnent houses that have renoved those architectural
features. It's not a requirenent of the zone either. So it
was just sort of the design consideration that we asked the
appl i cant about.

And because it's not a zoning requirenent, we felt
that it sort of bal anced the need to create sone nore |livable
units with higher ceilings was probably better in the |ong
run than trying to just maintain that mansard roof.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay. Does the Board have any
guestions of the applicant or the Ofice of Planning? M.
Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: One quick question. Wth regard
to the DDOT report, they indicated that you should ensure
that the rear alley gate door is either recessed or open
i nward while the planned list on |andscapi ng and the ot her
site plan, | think the doors were still outward facing. |Is
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that correct or has that been adjusted?

MR, Kl RSCHENBAUM  Yes, that woul d be a question
-- is that for the Ofice of Planning? GCkay.

MEMBER BLAKE: No, applicant.

MR. FERRI'S: Yes. So we did see that comment.
And we w il take that into consideration and nake that
adj ustnent as we would -- | think that would actually require
public space approval. And so we'll be adjusting that. But
technically that's in the public space realm which is why

we didn't touch on that as part of this application.

MEMBER BLAKE: Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Anything else from ny
Board nmenbers? M. Young, is there anyone on here who w shes
to speak?

MR. YOUNG We do not.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. |'"'m going to go ahead.
M. Ferris, do you have anything else you'd like to add at
t he end?

MR, FERRIS: |'m happy to provide a summary, but
out of respect for the Board's very full docket, | am al so
happy to skip.

BZA CHAIR HILL: GCkay. Al right. 1'mgoing to
go ahead then and cl ose the hearing on the record and excuse

everyone.
So, | nean, | think, again, since this is a new
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residential devel opnent, we take a look at it. | think
actually Chairman Hood was on an appeal where, Iike,
sonet hi ng happened where we didn't take a | ook at sonething
that was a new resi dential devel opnent and so now we see all
of them right?

And so | do think that they are neeting the

criteria and standards for us to grant the relief requested

to build the building. | didn't have any issues wth the
building. | thought it was a nice project. | thought that
the 3-bedroomunits were nice. | thought that the designis
wel | thought out.

| also didn't think that it was going to do
anything to the nei ghborhood in terns of -- | guess the ANC
is also in agreenent in terns of what they think of the
project and howit will fit in with the nei ghborhood.

And then | do believe, again, that they' ve net the
criteria and standards with which we're supposed to | ook at
the application as it applies to the regul ati ons.

| would agree with the Ofice of Planning' s
anal ysis and that al so DDOT, as M. Bl ake has also clarified
that, and then also there was the | andscapi ng plan that was
clarified.

QO her than that, | don't have anything else to
add. I'mgoing to go around the table. M. Smth, would you
gi ve me your opinion, please?
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MEMBER SM TH. Sure. | largely agree with your
position. | do believe that applicant has net the burden of
proof for us to be able to grant the special exception for
this new devel opnent.

I, I'i ke you, believe that the design was very wel |
t hought out. The design protected the existing character
al ong the street frontage by expanding the building to the
side but towards the rear of the side and that addition is
| argely in keeping with the character that we see along the
bl ock.

It's shown even in the applicant's own slides
showi ng the street frontage along that block. |It's largely
set into the character. That building, that addition,
doesn't donmi nate along the block. So kudos to them for
finding a good design that could win the support of adjacent
property owners.

The only letter that we haven't got is fromthe
property owner to the east of this property directly to the
east. But the other property owners within the area, they're
| argely supportive of this addition as well as the ANC.

So with that | do support the application, and I
agree with O s analysis on this request. And | will be in
support.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, M. Smith. M. Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: I, too, agree with the analysis
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that you did as well as M. Smth. The applicant has net the
burden of proof, and | wll be voting in favor of the
application.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you. Chairman Hood?

ZC CHAI R HOQOD: | also agree with everything |
heard. And | think one of the things that | |istened to and
all the support that this applicant has is the work that he's
done previously has shown a great track record. So obviously
this continues in taking in the nei ghborhood's and ANC s and
all those stakeholders' concerns into consideration as he
noves forward.

| do like the design. | think it's excellent.
Thank you. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, Chairnman Hood. Vice
Chai r John?

VI CE CHAI R JOHN:  Thank you, Chairman. So | agree
with everyone that this is a very thoughtful design. And I
appreciate that the applicant has worked with the community
and with ANC to cone up with a project that, you know, they
can get behi nd.

And | agree with all the comments so far as how
the application neets the criteria for relief under Subtitle
U 421.1, and | give great weight to the Ofice of Planning's
Report and the reconmendati on and the i ssues and concerns of
the ANC. And in this case, the ANCwas in full support. So
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| would recomend approval of the application.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, Vice Chair John. All
right. |'"'m going to make a notion to approve Application
Nunmber 20641 as captioned and read by the Secretary and ask
for a second, Ms. John?

VI CE CHAIR JOHN:  Second.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Mbdtion nmade and seconded. M.
Moy, could you take a roll call, please?

MR MOY: \When | call each of your nanes if you
woul d pl ease respond with a yes, no or abstain to the notion
made by Chairman Hill to approve the application for the
relief requested. The notion was seconded by Vice Chair
John. Zoning Commi ssion Chair, Anthony Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yes.

MR, MOY: M. Smth?

MEMBER SM TH:  Yes.

MR MOY: M. Bl ake?

MEMBER BLAKE: Yes.

MR. MOY: Vice Chair John?

VICE CHAIR JOHN:  Yes.

MR MOY: Chairman HIl?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes.

MR MOY: Staff would record the vote as 5-0-0.
And this is on the notion nade by Chairman Hi Il to approve.
The notion to approve was seconded by Vice Chair John. Also
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I n support of the notion to approve is Zoning Comm ssion
Chai r Ant hony Hood, M. Smth, M. Bl ake and, of course, Vice
Chair John and Chairman Hill. The notion carries on a vote
of 5-0-0.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. Thanks, M. My. Ckay.
So you guys, we have three cases left, all of which are going
to be very lengthy, and | suggest we go ahead and take a
qui ck break before starting our next one.

Vice Chair John is not on the next case. And so,
Ms. John, if it's all right, I'll go ahead and ki nd of text
you when | think we're getting closer to when you can rejoin
us. | think it will be alittle while.

And so let's see. It's 11:55. | nmean, if we can
get back here at 11:05 that would be great. So let's just
see what happens, and |I'll see you guys in a little bit.
Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the
record at 10:56 a.m and resuned at 11:08 a. m)

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. My, are you there?

MR, MOY: Yes, sir.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Can you go ahead and call our
next case? Yes, and just so ny fell ow Board nenbers know,
"' m shooting for 1 o'clock for lunch hopefully is what |'m
shooting for. So there you go. M. My, you can call our
next case, please.
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MR MOY: Yes. Thank you, M. Chairmn. The
Board is back in its public hearing session after a very
brief break, recess, and the tine is about 11:09 in the
nor ni ng.

The case application before the Board i s 20643 of
the Maret School. This is a request for special exceptions
fromthe matter-of-right uses of Subtitle U, Section 201,
pursuant to Subtitle U, Section 203.1(m, Subtitle X, Section
104.1, and Subtitle X, Section 901.2 and the parking | ocati on
restrictions of Subtitle C, Section 710.2, pursuant to
Subtitle C, Section 710.3, and Subtitle X, Section 901.2

This would permt a private school use in the
R-1-B Zone. The property is located at part of 5901 U ah

Avenue Northwest, Square 2319, Lot 832.

Finally, M. Chairman, as regards to late filings
because of the 24-hour block that the Board has inposed in
the past two years, there are two letters in support. One
from Mchael Sriqui, SRI-QUI, fromANC 3D, a letter of

support fromJ.P. Dodd and Jenni fer Goodnman. Also there is
a letter in opposition froma Mary Cal | ahan.

And finally, M. Chairman, there is what's titled
as a renewed notion to postpone fromthe party i n opposition.
So there you go, M. Chairnman.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Geat. Thanks, everybody.
Is M. Blake with us? | thought | saw him Ckay. Geat.
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Okay. Al right. So unless the Board has any issues, |I'm
going to let everything into the record because | want to see
all the letters that are in support and opposition. And then
also | did see, | think, this latest notion to reintroduce
a notion that we ruled upon last tine. But | wll let
everything into the record so we can tal k everything t hrough.
Let's see. Unless ny Board has any issues with that, and if
so, please raise your hand. GCkay. Geat. Let's see, |I'm
going to start wwth -- is M. Tumonds there?

MR. TUMMONDS: Yes, | am

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Geat. M. Tummonds, could you
i ntroduce yourself for the record, please?

MR, TUMMONDS: Sur e. Good norni ng. Paul
Tumonds, with the law firm of Goul ston & Storrs on behal f
of the applicant, The Maret School .

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Got it. And M. Tummonds, you
don't have to tell ne who is there at the table with you.
If you want to, you can. But who is here with you in the
Zoom envi ronment ?

MR.  TUMMONDS: Yes. So we wll have three
W t nesses today, but they will be coming to you from two
different emai|l addresses. The first is the Maret Teamenai |
address, and that will include Marjo Tal bott, head of school
at Maret, and Trey Hol |l oway, assistant head of school, head
of finance.
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The second enmmil address for our w tnesses wl|
be Jam Ml anovich, our transportation engineer. So if we
can bring those two enail addresses in as a panelist then
hopefully I can shut down ny conputer, and we'll work it out

BZA CHAIR HI LL: No, we got you. W've got the
Maret Team there, and we al so have Ms. M | anovi ch.

MR, TUVMONDS: Perfect.

BZA CHAIR HILL: So, | guess, you can do whatever
you want to do on your side.

MR. TUMMONDS: You bet.

BZA CHAIR H LL: G ve ne one second. M. Donohue,
can you hear ne?

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, sir.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Can you hear nme?

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, sir.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Can you introduce yourself for
the record, please?

MR, DONOCHUE: Good norning, M. Chairman. Ed
Donohue on behalf of the parties in opposition, Friends of
the Field.

BZA CHAIR HILL: GCkay. Geat. And M. Donohue,
who is with you in this Zoom environnment ?

MR. DONOHUE: So M. Sherman has got the mc on
the Friends presentation.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

43

BZA CHAIRH LL: G ve ne one second pl ease because
| don't see M. Sherman. Okay. Well, we'll still look for
M. Sherman. Wo else do you have, M. Donohue?

MR, DONOHUE: So M. Sherman w |l make a handof f
to one or two others, but he's got the wheel on that end.

BZA CHAIR HILL: On, okay. Well then let nme wait

and see who else is here then. | see a M. Speck. Is that
correct?

MR. DONCHUE: He's with the ANC.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Conmm ssi oner?

MR, SPECK: Yes, Chairman Hill.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Coul d you introduce yourself for
the record, please, Conm ssioner?

MR, SPECK: |'mRandy Speck. |'mthe Chair of ANC
3/4G and | represent Single Menber District ANC 3/4G 03.
And |I'm here today wi th Comm ssi oner Higgins.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Let's see if | see
Commi ssi oner Higgins. |f everybody wouldn't mnd, |I'msorry,
just mute your mcs when you' re not speaki ng because there's
just -- it just is a pain. Let's see, M. Higgins, | don't
see. Oh, | got you. Thank you, M. Higgins. M. Higgins,
could you introduce -- oh, you re a Comm ssioner.

MR HGANS: Yes, | am

BZA CHAI RHI LL: Conmi ssi oner, coul d you i ntroduce
yourself for the record, please?
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MR H GANS: Yes. M nane is John Higgins.

a Commi ssioner with ANC 3G Single Menber District 02.

' m

And

the property at issue is located in nmy single nenber

district.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. Geat. Al right. Let's

see, M. Donohue, right so. M. Donohue, what was the
gentl eman's nanme again? |'msorry.

MR, DONCHUE: Bruce Sher nman.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Ch, there we go. M.
Sher man, can you hear ne?

MR. SHERMAN: Yes, | can.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. G eat . Could vyou
i ntroduce yourself for the record, please?

MR, SHERMAN: Yes. |'mBruce Sherman representing
Friends of the Field, resident at 5829 Nebraska Avenue.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. G eat. Thank you.

Wel come, M. Sher man.
MR, SHERMAN:  Thank you.
BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Sherman, who is here with

today in the Zoom environnent if you can see the field.

don't know.
MR, SHERMAN: | can't see the field, but I
tell you who will be joining me in the presentation.
BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. If you could tel
pl ease?
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MR. SHERVAN:. Yes. The presentation wll feature
a nunber of the nmenbers of Friends of the Field and three
outside experts in addition to M. Donohue, our |[egal
counsel .

So the menbers of Friends of the Field that wll
be presenting at different points of the presentation include
David Patton, C audia Russell, Tom Downs, Jane Sherman, ny
w fe. And then outside, we have three expert w tnesses.
Wul d you |ike ne to nane thenf

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, please.

MR. SHERMAN: Kyl a Bennett, Diana Conway and
Martin Bream

BZA CHAIR HILL: Brane?

MR. SHERMAN: Bream B-R-E-A-M MM hmm

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. And when you say expert,
what do you nean? Like, did you file for expert status for
t hese peopl e?

MR, DONCHUE: We're going to present their resunes
when our presentation is called, M. Chair.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Donohue, say that again. |I'm
sorry.

MR, DONOHUE: W're going to --

BZA CHAIR HILL: Go ahead and try agai n.

MR, SHERVMAN: We're going to present their resunes
when our part of the presentation is called.
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BZA CHAIR H LL: Ckay. So really you needed --

and, again, | don't -- the whole expert status thing, just
to let you know, M. Donohue -- M. Donohue, you presented
before us in general, like, we're not a real court. You

know, we're quasi-judicial here. And so | don't |like to get
I nto great detail about expert w tnesses, et cetera, because
we hear from everyone, and we take into consideration their
background and their testinony.

However, you were supposed to apply for expert
status ahead of tine so that the other party can see who you
are claimng is an expert. And so you haven't done that.
So really what that's done for ne is your people are wel cone
to testify. Whet her or not they are going to be called
"experts" by us is unlikely at this point. However, you know
you're welcone to go ahead and, you know, give their
testinony as you would have anyway. And the Board is able
to weigh their testinony. So just to let you know.

MR, DONOCHUE: We're aware.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay. So that's that part.
Let's see.

MR MOY: M. Chair? M. Chair?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Who is speaking? Oh, M. My.

MR MOY: This is diff. Just | don't want to
conplicate matters for you, but | just want to -- staff
remnds nme that when you get to the point of hearing
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testi nony, okay, that staff remnds ne that apparently in
addition to the two ANC chairs who have just introduced
t hensel ves because they are in the affected ANC. Apparently,
we have three other chairs in other ANCs. So | just want to
put that under your clipboard for |ater.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Three other conm ssioners you
mean?

MR MOY: Yes, fromother ANCs that are not the
affected ANCs of these tw that have just introduced
thenselves. So | just want to put that one your record.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's fine.

MR, MOY: On your clipboard.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's fine. Thank you.
Actually, and | guess | can ask legal. | thought that if

people are here testifying as nenbers of the public, they

still get three mnutes as nenbers of the public. And so
that's where | guess we would take those conm ssioners’
testinmony. And I'Il let legal chewon that, and they can get

back to ne if there's an i ssue.

Al right. Let's see now Ch, so there was one

nore, | guess, filing. And |I'm now going to speak to the
Board about -- let ne click through this record. Got it.
Ckay. So the filing was again to try to -- or it was to ask

i f we coul d postpone this hearing. And we did address these
i ssues, M. Donohue, on the previous transcript in the
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previous tine that we wal ked t hrough this.

So this is a self-certified application. The
applicant has the burden to explain to us why they believe
they are neeting the criteria for which we can, you know,
approve or deny this.

| read through your notion. And | believe that
the Board has also read through the notion. And I'mnot in
favor of granting the notion. | think we've addressed al
t hose issues previously. And |'mjust |ooking for ny Board
menbers. |'mnot asking for anybody's input. And so | know
that they've seen that. You all have seen that.

And so, | guess -- and | think, | don't knowif,
Chai rman Hood, you were on when we spoke about this before.
But it's not so nuch even -- and | want to be clear, it's not
so nuch even that we have a timng issue with our cal endar.
| just believe that this is the appropriate tinme for us to
hear the case.

And if we, the Board, have any issues, and the
party in opposition is welcone to bring up any issues they
bel i eve are outstanding, and they can in their presentation,
and if we the Board think at that tinme that we need to either
have a conti nued hearing or have an opportunity to wait for
nore information, we can go ahead and do that at that tine.

And so |I'm looking at mnmy fellow Board nenbers,
whi ch happen to be across the screen, which is so conveni ent
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for me right now, to see if you all have any i ssues with that
and if so, raise your hand. |I'mgoing to do it that way.

Ckay. Chairman Hood, you have a comment?

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Due to the fact that | was not
necessarily involved, but | have revi ewed, which you all did
previously, but was the Ofice of -- and I know you want to
get there. But | also notice in M. Donohue's subm ssion to
us on the 8th that he nentions the Ofice of Attorney
General 's subm ssion, which as everyone knows they used to
be our counsel for many years. They also are saying sone
things, and | don't knowif we want to get to that. W need
to get to that.

But what |I'm trying to garner is that the
opposition is doing sonme things with BEGA. And I'mglad to

see, M. Donohue, that you all have included the OAG s

subm ssion today because | really want to see what that
ruling is. Because even though I'mfrom QAG | have a | ot
of respect for our former counsel. They've counseled ne for
years. But | notice nowhowthe -- | don't necessarily agree

wi th the approach, but | do agree with the intent.

So when | read that letter, | want to make sure,
and |'m sure our counsel, our Ofice of Zoning Legal
Di vi sion, has examned this letter. But | want to nmake sure
we are not crossing over into Zoning Conm ssion territory,
which is being alluded to by the Ofice of Attorney Ceneral,
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which is very different than other jurisdictions.

You know, the citizens need their onbudsman, |
agree. But | don't know if this is the right format. But
| think the intent, like | said, is just. And | read the
letter. And | want to neke sure we're not going down those
| i nes.

So |"mnot sure where you are, M. Chairman. But
| will followthe | ead of the Board. But | do know that that
Is on nmy radar. And, M. Donohue, | would be interested to
see what ever cones out of BEBGA because | nean you added the
OAG | etter to your letter tous. And I'lIl leave it at that.
Thank you.

MR, DONOHUE: Certainly.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Chairman Hood. So before
| move on to ny other fellow Board nmenbers, | nean, Chairman
Hood, we discussed postponing this a little while ago when
M . Donohue -- when the counsel or had subm tted sonmething to
our -- a postponenent request. And the issues with BEGA are
things that are kind of outside of this Board' s purview,
nmeaning it has nothing to do with us. Watever happens with
BEGA is what's going to happen with BEGA

| just want to have the applicant have the
opportunity to hear her case. And then if we have any
guestions, or if you, Chairman Hood, or any of the Board
menbers as we're going through this would like to continue
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this, then, you know, we're welcone to do it at that point.
That's kind of ny suggestion at this tine.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: So, M. Chairman, maybe |I'm
m ssing the boat. The letter that |I'mtal king about is from
the Ofice of the Attorney CGeneral which is dated March the
8th. And | don't think you all discussed that February 22
because it's dated March the 8th.

BZA CHAIR HILL: There were two things that |'m
tal king about. But the one with the Attorney GCeneral's
letter, | guess, M. Donohue can speak to that, and we can
go ahead and, you know, have that di scussion as we go through
the hearing as well as | guess the applicant can speak to
that as we go through the hearing.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: So | just wanted -- yes, |I'Ill let
M . Donohue -- | want to speak to this because basical | y what
the Attorney General is alleging is that basically this whol e
situation is out of scope of the Board of Zoni ng Adj ustnent.
That's what they are alleging. So | want to nake sure -- |
just need sonebody of a legal mnd to give ne the correct
i nterpretation. How do we do that? W need to do that
sooner than |ater because that's the alleged that they're
making. So I'Il just leave it at that and foll ow everybody's
| ead. But that is a concern of mne.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Well, Chairman Hood, we'll
have an opportunity, | guess, to discuss that as we go
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t hrough the hearing. So M. Smth and M. Bl ake, do you have
any issues wth what |'m proposi ng?

MEMBER SM TH:  No, | don't have any i ssues.

MEMBER BLAKE: | don't have any issues either.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. All right. So I'mgoing
to continue to deny the notion to postpone this hearing. And
we'll go ahead and have the hearing and hear what the
applicant has to say as well as the party in opposition.

So, M. Donohue, as you probably know, what this
IS is this is a hearing that is -- I'"'msorry. This is an
application that's before us that has been brought by the
applicant. And they have the responsibility to argue whet her
or not they neet the criteria for us to grant this
application, right? And so that's what they're going to do.

You, as the party in opposition people, you have
the sane anobunt of tine to present your case, right? So
basi cally what 1' mcharged with and the Board is charged with
is having a fair hearing in which everybody has the sane
amount of tine.

And so what that also nmeans is that I'mnot trying
to get the applicant to rush through their application so
that you get 20 m nutes or 10 m nutes or whatever it is. But
what |I'mtrying to say is everyone is supposed to have a
bal anced amount of tinme as you know, M. Donohue, because
you' ve been with us before, right? And so |I'mjust kind of
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| etting you know that that's ny -- howl'mgoing to try and
manage this as we nove forward.

And then in terns of your witnesses, and I'IIl give
you a chance to respond, M. Donohue, and then | guess |'l]|
give M. Tummonds a chance to respond also that -- and |
guess I'll start wwth M. Tumonds as far as M. Tummonds,
I f you do understand everything |I'msaying in terns of the
time.

There is a long list of people that are here in
support. And there's also a long list of people that are
here in opposition. So what |'mtrying to point out to you,
M. Tummonds and M. Donohue is that I'"mnot -- the Board is
not | ooking for repetitive testinony, neaning that, you know,
whoever you're going to call for your w tnesses, go ahead and
call for your wtnesses.

Those witnesses will now -- we're not interested
in hearing again the sane testinony fromthem in the open
forum which when we'll hear from the public. "' m just
trying to point out sonme tinme constraints here al so because
the Board by the way has two nore hearings after this that
are al so going to be quite lengthy. And so we're just trying
to get through the day in a way that's efficient for
everyone, including our citizens here, which |I'mone of them

Okay. M. Tummonds, do you under stand everything
| just said?
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MR TUMMONDS: One hundred percent, and we have

I nformed the people who have testified -- people who have
testified in support of that very -- sone guidance. And we
are fully confident that they will not provide repetitive
testi nony.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. M. Donohue, do you
under stand or have any questions?

MR, DONCHUE: No, M. Chairman, if you woul d al | ow
me a quick point of clarification.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Sure. Go ahead.

MR, DONOHUE: | submitted the brief letter
yesterday. And |I'm not going to argue the point -- you've
denied the notion. But | wanted you to be aware of two | ate
filings, two | ate devel opnents, one on BEGA and the ot her on
the AG s opi nion.

And t he AG s opi ni on questions whether this is the
proper vehicle for the Board to be hearing. Whet her the
speci al exception is appropriate, the AGs opinion is that
it's not. So | just wanted you to be aware of that. That's
t he reason for the subm ssion.

But in ternms of your direction to the party in
opposi tion, we will certainly conduct our sel ves
appropriately, and we will be efficient in our time. And I
think you're going to see a good presentation this afternoon.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: kay. Great, M. Donohue. I
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appreciate that. And | actually amgoing to talk to this AG

letter now for a nonent. | nean, | would |like to hear what
-- you're obviously going to hear what we have to say. |'ve
been here for -- well, I"'malittle -- | guess we'll have an

opportunity to hear what AG has to say, right?

The Zoning Adm nistrator is also a person who we
listen to. The Ofice of Planning is who we listen to. The
Ofice of Planning is who we listen to. The ANCs are who we
listen to. Al the different agencies are who we |isten to.

This is a little bit unique that |I'm getting
sonmething fromthe AGin this particular situation. However,
| would like to hear what both of you -- both the applicant
and the party in opposition have to say about it. So we wl|
go ahead and go through this hearing now.

Let's see, M. Tummonds, can you hear nme?

MR, TUWMONDS: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. M. Tunmonds, |'m going
to start the clock there. M. Young, can you hear ne? And,
M. Tunmmonds, there's |ike an echo of sone Kkind. | don't
know why. Maybe one of your conputers is one or sonething.
And maybe that's when --

MR. TUMMONDS: |Is that better? No echo?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. That's better. Thank you.
Vell, it was better. It only happens when | talk. | won't
talk nmuch. Okay. So, M. Tummonds, |'m going to go ahead
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and start the clock. | have 15 mnutes on the clock just so
| know where we are. And you can begi n whenever you |ike.

MR TUMMONDS: Perfect. If M. Young could pul
up our Power Poi nt presentation.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Do you know whi ch exhibit that's
in? Oh, is it the one in 2627

MR, TUWMONDS: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Gkay. Thank you.

MR MOY: M. Chairnman?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes.

MR, MOY: Before you beginthisis diff. Do you
want the clock --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Could you nute your m crophone
for a second, M. Tumonds? Thank you. M. My?

MR, MOY: Wuld you like M. Young to switch the
clock to count upwards or do you want to count down from 15?

BZA CHAI R HI LL: No, that would be wonderful if
M. Young can do that. | didn't know he could do that.
kay. Geat. Al right. M. Tunmonds, you can again begin
whenever you like. And I'mgoing to nmute nysel f.

MR, TUMVONDS: G eat. Thank you. Good norning.
As noted before, | am Paul Tunmonds from Goul ston & Storrs.
On behal f of The Maret School, we are here today requesting
speci al exception relief to permt principal private school
use in the R 1-B Zone and special exception relief to |ook
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at the parking spaces for the private school use adjacent to
the curb cut, which recently received Public Space Conm ttee
conceptual design approval along the property's Nebraska
Avenue frontage.

I n response to the argunents of the Friends of the
Field and the Attorney General that the applicant has not
requested the appropriate relief for the private school use
on the property, the applicant reiterates the information
that we provided on Pages 2 and 3 of Exhibit 203 of the
record, which was our response to the initial request for
post ponenent .

Thi s i nfornmati on addresses t he appropri at eness of
t he speci al exception relief that has been requested and t hat
the proposed athletic facilities are correctly deened to be
princi pal private school use.

The Zoning Adm nistrator has confirnmed via email
that the proposed athletic facility neets the definition of
“education, private use" and that the appropriate relief for
this use woul d be a special exception. W will submt for the
record this email confirmation that was recei ved yesterday.

In response tothe recent filings fromthe Friends
of the Field and OAG regarding this issue we note the
fol | owi ng. First, our interpretation of the zoning
regul ations definition of "education, private use" 1is
appropriate and consistent with fundanental principles of
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statutory construction and the plain [|anguage of that
definition.

Second, with regard to the hours of non-Maret use
of the athletic facilities, please note that Condition Nunber
3 of the ANC resolution states, "the athletic fields are to
be used primarily by Maret to support its athletic prograns
and any | eased use of the fields to a youth sports group or
ot her non-Maret summer canps shall not exceed the tinme of
Maret's use in any cal endar year." The applicant has agreed
to this condition as well as all the other conditions in the
ANC resol uti on.

Finally, the DC Court of Appeals decision in the
NCS case, which is what was cited to in Exhibit 203, did not
overturn the BZA' s decision regarding an athletic facility
deened to be a private school use.

The BZA's decision in the NCS case is still good
precedent as to what woul d be consi dered a principal private
school use. As a reminder in the NCS case, the BZA noted,
"the Board concludes that the athletic facilities are an
extension of the principal use. Athletics is a form of
education and thus the athletic facilities are educationa
facilities.™

It therefore follows that the applicant need only
neet the standard for a private school special exception
The statenent made by the Friends of the Field that the court
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Is being -- the DC Court of Appeals held that the principal
use argunent al one was insufficient to establish the speci al
exception and that an athletics facility nust satisfy the
requi renents of an accessory use is blatantly false and
entirely m sl eadi ng.

The only reference in the DC Court of Appeals
decision as to the principal use issue is the follow ng.
"Specifically, the BZA found that the facility constitutes
ei ther an extension of the principal use of the school or an
accessory use."

Because the Board's finding that an accessory use
i s sustai nabl e, we need not consider whether the facility is
reasonably characterized as an extension of the principa
use.

For these reasons, we ask that the Board reject
the argunments of the Friends of the Field and OAG and
confirm that the applicant's position, supported by the
Zoning Administrator that the proposed special exception
relief requested by the applicant is appropriate.

The applicant's burden of proof is to denonstrate
in its special assessnment application, in this special
exception application, that the athletic facilities that are
proposed wi |l have no objectionable inpacts, a | ack of undue
adverse inpacts on nearby property due to noise, traffic,
nunber of students or ot her objectionable conditions.
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Maret has diligently |istened, responded, and
revised the plans for the athletic facilities and t he parKki ng
area and has reduced the intensity and the use of the fields
In response to the concerns raised by nenbers of the
comunity, Friends of the Field and ANC 3/4G. Al of these
changes have been done to mtigate the potential inpacts of
the athletic fields and ensure there are no objectionable
conditions on the nei ghboring properties.

As showninthe applicant'sinitial statenent, its
pre-hearing statenent, its response to the notion to postpone
and the materials we will present today, Maret has net its
burden of proof for the required special exception relief.

The Ofice of Planning, the Departnent of
Transportati on and ANC 3/4G agree with that conclusion. In
addition, over 100 letters of support of this application
have been submitted into the record.

W will have three witnesses present testinony to
the BZA this norning, Marjo Tal bott, Trey Holl oway and Jam
M I anovich. | will nowask Marjo Tal bott, head of school for
Maret School, to present her testinony.

M5. TALBOTT: Good norning. |'m Marjo Tal bott,
the head of school at Maret, a position |I've held for the
past 28 years.

Maret is a co-educational Kthrough 12 i ndependent
school at 3000 Cat hedral Avenue Northwest in the Wodl ey Park
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nei ghbor hood. W have a proud history and established deep
roots in the District of Colunbia since our founding here in
1911.

|"'mvery excited to be here today to present for
your review our plan to create a nultipurpose playing field
and a baseball dianond on the property at 5901 U ah Avenue
Nort hwest in the Chevy Chase nei ghborhood, | and that we have

agreed to lease from the Episcopal Center for Children or

ECC.

These facilities are critically inportant to our
school's m ssion. In fact, athletics is one of the four
essential pillars, along with academ cs, arts and well ness

that define Maret's educational program

True to our mssion, Maret is one of the few
i ndependent schools in the DC area that require every student
every year to participate in sone formof physical education.
In our mddl e and upper school, our students participate in
i nterschol astic sports, building the physical, enotional and

cognitive skills that enable them to becone effective team

pl ayers.

It is arequirenment for graduation. And nmany of
our al ummi attend col | eges where their athletic
acconplishments at Maret help them in their admssion's

application process.
Qur coaches are an essential part of our faculty,
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and they teach inportant skills that transcend athletic
conpetition and last a lifetine. They enphasi ze our core
val ues that I nclude fair play, sel f-discipline and

cooperation at every grade |evel.

Unfortunately, our program is seriously
constrained by the |limted field space available at our
Wodl ey Park Canpus. Qur single playing field cannot

accommodat e several of our high school |evel interscholastic
sports, including football, |acrosse, soccer and baseball.
For literally decades, we have sought a long-term sol ution
to this problem W believe that currently underutilized
field space at ECC provides that sol ution.

Later you will hear from Stephanie Nash, ECC s
Presi dent and CEOQ about the amazing work that the Epi scopal
Center for Children has been doing for children and their
famlies for the past 125 years.

You will also hear how these essential services
have been interrupted due to financial challenges and how
ECC s partnership with Maret will provide the fundi ng needed
to reopen its therapeutic school as soon as next fall, 2022.

In addition to the benefits to both ECC and Mar et
our partnership with your approval, will benefit generations
of District children in the years to conme. By sharing the
playing fields with conmunity athletic prograns, Maret hopes
to help to alleviate a severe shortage of access to quality
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field space in the District of Colunbia.

Finally, we believe that these fields wll be
great assets to the neighborhood because it will make open
space that is currently fully private available to the
conmuni ty.

Maret is profoundly sensitive to the fact that
these new fields wll be located in a residential
surroundi ng, representing change for ECC s neighbors.
Accordingly, we have engaged in a lengthy and broadly
col | aborative planning process that sought to discover and
i ncorporate in our design the perspectives, viewoints and
i nterests of our neighbors.

Could you show the next slide, please? As

outlined here and fully detailed in our subm ssion -- next
slide, please, too, thank you. Next one. There we go.
Thank you.

As outlined here and fully detailed in our
subm ssion, comrunication with residents of the surrounding
nei ghbor hood has been extensive and ongoing. Mret's w de
rangi ng communi ty engagenent efforts have provi ded nei ghbors
and other interested stakeholders with many ways to engage
directly with our project team

As di stributed flyers and shared project material s
through the nmail, nmet in small groups with neighbors intheir
backyards, conducted virtual neetings to provide project
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i nformation and updates, held several office hours Q8A
sessions with nenbers of our consulting team and had
count | ess conversations wth individual neighbors by enuil,
by tel ephone and in-person visits.

Qur team used this enornous anount of input and
f eedback to shape and i nprove many el enents of the proposal
that i s before you today, including site design and | andscape
buffers, st or mnat er managenent , traffic and parking
consi derations and appropriate hours of facility use.

Early in the process we | aunched a conprehensive
proj ect website with extensive resources about our proposals,
i ncl udi ng neeting presentations, filings and subm ssi ons and
illustrative renderings. |n addition, we responded to nearly
150 questions that are posted and have been submtted to our
websi te.

At the request of neighbors, we developed a
digital nodel that provided full 360 degree views of the
proposed field from any surroundi ng vantage point. Thi s
nodel provided yet another incredibly useful tool that
facilitated several thoughtful discussions and significant
desi gn changes.

| want to thank ANC 3/4G chair Randy Speck and
Singl e Menber District Conmm ssioner John Higgins for taking
a lead role on behalf of the full conmm ssion in connection
with this proposal.
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And, in fact, all of the ANC 3/4G s comm SSi oners
spent countl ess hours wal ki ng the ANC property and attendi ng
special neetings so that all parties' viewoints would be
hear d. They all were extraordinarily diligent, carefully
reviewi ng every aspect of this application and devel opi ng
conprehensive conditions of approval for the Board to
consi der.

We deeply appreciate the Conmm ssion's unani nous
reconmendati on of approval to the BZA. W have al so worked
closely with District agencies such as the Departnent of
Transportation's Planning and Sustainability and U ban
Forestry Divisions, the Ofice of Energy and Environnent, the
O fice of Planning and the Public Space Committee to ensure
t hat our proposal neets regulatory requirenents and refl ects

di strict-w de planni ng objectives.

These agenci es' support of our proposal reinforces
our confidence that our plan is one that will not only neet
our own institutional needs but aligns and advances broader

District priorities as well.

W are truly excited about the opportunity to
advance our school's stated educational mssion, support
ECC s inportant work for children and famlies, provide
needed field access to District youth and create a comunity
anenity for residents of the Chevy Chase nei ghborhood.

W very nuch appreciate your time and
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consi deration today and respectfully ask for your approval
of our application.

And now Trey Hol | oway, Maret's assistant head of
finance and operations, wll discuss the details of our
proposal, including the many neani ngful changes that have
been made i n response to nei ghborhood i nput. Thank you very

much. Trey?

MR HOLLOVAY: Thank you, Marjo, for that
I ntroduction. If you could bunp ne ahead a slide, please.
So as Marjo just said, |'mthe assistant head of
school for finance and operations here at Maret. And |I'm

going to wal k you through the nuts and bolts of our proposal
here for the site, the changes we are proposing to put on the
site, how that's changed over tine and what we're proposing
in terns of hours of use on the site.

Next slide, please. This is a bird s-eye-view
from Nebraska Avenue of the project that we are proposing.
|"m going to orient you quickly. So on the bottom which
you' Il sonetinmes hear ne refer to as the south of the
property, is where the parking lot is. It's right there on
Nebr aska Avenue.

On the right-hand side, which | will refer to as
east sonetines, it is 28th Street. To the north at the top
it's Rittenhouse. And then on the left to the west is Utah.

So later in the presentation, | will tal k about
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the R ttenhouse alley, which is behind those houses on
Rittenhouse and then |'Il tal k about the Uah alley as well,
whi ch is behind those houses that sit on U ah.

So | wanted to orient you quickly here. As Marjo
mentioned, the need for Maret is for a baseball dianond and
a nmultipurpose field. So as you nove northward on the site
you'll see the dianond in the field there as they sit on the
site. Those are the nmajor el enents that we woul d propose for
this.

So next slide, please. So there's a lot here on
this slide. And I'm going to walk you through sonme snal
text there. But what this really speaks to is the nunber of
changes that we've made t hroughout this process. That's why
this is splashed in so nuch red. Those are all things that
we have done to nake changes to the proposal throughout the
comruni ty engagenent process both with city agencies as wel |
as with the surroundi ng nei ghbors.

So I'Il start and | will just go through and I
will tal k about the changes that we've made, and I'Il hit on
each of these boxes.

So the curb cut that's on Nebraska Avenue is now
24 feet. We've reduced that to what is the standard limt
for the city. Qur parking | ot was previously inside of the
building restriction line. The entirety of the parking | ot
is now outside of the building restriction |ine.
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We have a rain garden for treating stormvater on
the site. That was previously along the property line there
on the right-hand side on 28th Street. W have now noved
that further into the interior of the property and away from
t hose nei ghbor hones.

And a little bit nore on stormater. W' ve
commtted to designing our project to the 25-year storm to
mtigate a 25-year storm The requirenents of DOEE are for
a 15-year storm but we are making this commtnent in
recognition of the effective nmanagenent of stormwater is key

to the city's environnmental future.

Qur field has a system of gravel and piping
underneath it that wll allow the stormwater that drains
t hrough the curb to be coll ected and deposited in the proper

ways. And we've done a |ot of other -- inplenented a | ot of
the el enents into our design to help deal with | arger storns
that the city experiences.

W significantly have enhanced the |andscape
buffering on the site's perinmeter to provide visual and noi se
buffers to neighbors. 1'lIl show you sone pictures in a few
m nut es. But in nmany places we've proposed pre-mature
| andscapi ng to provi de those buffers.

We'll play football on this site. W've agreed
to utilize football goal posts that can be renobved once our
football season concl udes. So the neighbors won't have a
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visual site of those. They'll be up for four nonths of the
year, and the other eight nonths of the year those will be
down.

There will be no lights on the field. That wll

ensure all activity takes place during the daylight hours.
We've committed to no anplified sounds on the system so no
PA systens, cowbells or bullhorns, nothing other than an
occasi onal shot clocks during |acrosse ganes or coaches'
whi st | es.

We reconfigured retaining walls on this site in
response to nei ghborhood feedback and noved them away from
the alleys, specifically on Rittenhouse. The city has
invested a lot of noney in the Rittenhouse and Utah alleys
here on this site. They're what DDOT woul d refer to as green
alleys and so we want to make sure that those are not
di sturbed by what we are proposing.

W' ve reduced the netting that surrounds the site
on the Rittenhouse alley side to 20 feet above the field
| evel to reduce how nmuch of that is seen by the neighbors.
W' ve al so changed the colors of the poles that will hold the
netting up to be nore Iight and neutral to help it blend into
t he surroundi ng el enents.

W' ve rel ocated the scoreboard fromthe m ddl e of
the Rittenhouse alley to the northwest corner of the site to
t ake advantage of the drop of the retaining walls so we can
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hi de that scoreboard a little bit nore. We've actually
reduced the height of the scoreboard tw ce.

Once we put a nockup out on the site. W went out
physically and | ooked at it. W said that's too high. W
reduced the height of the scoreboard. And then |I went out
to a neighbor's backyard because they had concerns stil
about the visuals of the scoreboard. And we agreed to
further reduce the height of the scoreboard.

In the northwest corner of the site, which |'l
show you a picture of later, we are providing a comunity
open space of approxinmately 9,800 square feet. It's where
we're proposing to relocate three heritage trees. That open
space will be secured so that there's no access to it from
the field and vice versa. The nei ghbors pointed out that
t hey woul dn't want fol ks trying to access the field fromthe
alley. And so we thought that that was sonething good we
could do to secure that site.

W' ve al so added additional mature planting so
t hat ganmes on the field cannot be viewed fromthat open space
t hat we've created.

Storage structures on the site have been noved to
the interior of the property to mtigate visual inpacts for
nei ghbors. We've done the sane for our dunpsters for trash
collection. There will be serviced fromthe parking | ot and
it will be further away from hones.
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There's an exi sting curb cut currently on Nebraska
Avenue that we propose to close so there are now three curb
cuts on Nebraska Avenue. W've worked wth the Episcopal
Center to close one of those curb cuts and then utilize the
new curb cut that we've proposed for both our progranmtic
needs and the needs that they will have so the net effect is
very simlar on Nebraska Avenue.

There is a pickup/drop off zone that is for buses
for dropping off of kids when they cone to the site and
pi cki ng those kids up when they're done playing. W have
noved that further down Nebraska Avenue to inprove the site
lines for drivers who are turning out of the parking |ot.
We believe that has a good inpact on pedestrian safety for
fol ks that need to cross that curb cut.

The bi ke rack that we're proposing for the site
for 16 bicycles has been noved inside of the property I|ine.
This will encourage bi king. W keep all the bikes parked on
our property and not in public space.

And then the last thing is that we've agreed to
upgrade the fencing along the entirety of the property.
Ri ght now nost of the property has a chain |ink fence. W
have agreed that we will install a black picket fencing on
the site so to give that a nore cl ean aesthetic | ook for the
nei ghbors.

Soif I wanted to take the tinme to go through all
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of those because those are all things that we've updated and
changed as we' ve gone t hrough the community process with the
nei ghborhood and wth the city agency since we've started
this back in the fall.

Let's go to the next slide, please. So |I'mgoing
to show you sonme static cuts from around the property's
perineter. The first two are frombackyards on 28th Street.

We recognize that this project is not wthout
| npact on the surroundi ng nei ghbors. And we hope that these
pictures will give you sone insight into howwe're trying to
mtigate those inpacts.

So what you see here is the backyard of a house
that is addressed as a Nebraska Avenue hone, but it kind of
sits on 28th Street. So on the right-hand side | will point
out to you that there is a series of retaining walls there,
but they are hard to see because of the | andscaping that we
are proposing. So those would -- we're trying to nake those
retaining walls blend into the side of it.

Go to the next slide, please. So this is the
house next door to the one we just |ooked at. Again, you
will see the retaining walls, and you will see the plantings
we've put thereto -- we've tried to designto mtigate those
vi sual inpacts for the neighbors.

If you go to the next slide. This is the sane
picture but wthout the goal posts. So if you recall, |
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mentioned that those goal posts will only be up for four
nonths out of the year. So for eight nonths of the year,
this wll be the viewfromthis particul ar backyard.

If we could go to the next slide, please. So this
Is fromthe east end of the R ttenhouse alley. Wat you're
| ooking at right in front of you, this tree is a heritage
tree that we're proposing to transplant and then on ground
| evel there | andscaping that we're proposing.

You also get a really good |ook at the black

pi cket fence that we are proposing that sits there on top of

that retaining wall. So there are nei ghbors whose hones | ook
out onto this visual. And this is what we're proposing for
that site.

Next slide, please. This is the 9,800 square feet
of open space that | nmentioned earlier in ny testinony where
the three heritage trees will be transplanted. W've got a
four foot black picket fence here and a grass area.

In the mddle of the picture there, you can see
that mature | andscaping that | tal ked about that will inhibit
the view fromwhat we're calling the parklet onto the field.
That way it wll discourage anyone from parking a car on
Rittenhouse and trying to go to the parklet and view ganes
or practices fromthat area.

Next slide, please. And this is from the U ah
alley. This is further down the parklet area. So again we
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continue with this nmature |andscape buffering to again
di scourage activity in the alleyway.

So next slide. These next two slides | won't
spend a lot of tinme on. But what we've done here is we've
consolidated in one place all of those plan updates that
we've made that | went over on the slide wwth all of the red
t ext boxes. But the point of having them here is that we
wanted to have those changes all kind of in one place and
categori zed by issue area so that they're easy to digest and
If you want to go back and read and take a |ook at them
| ater, you can do so.

So we can skip ahead a couple of slides, please.
Perfect. So what |I'm going to talk about now is proposed
hours of usage on the site. W know that this was a very
i nportant piece of our proposal. And what you'll see here
is the colored parts of where Maret proposes progranm ng for
the site, whether that be Maret practices or ganes, |easing
to youth sports organi zations or in the sumrertinme, which
"1l go over, youth sports canps.

Those hours represent what is in the ANC
resolution that was passed unaninously, and they were
negoti ated extensively with the ANC to find what was an
appropriate hours of use for Maret and other organizations
to use the field.

"1l point out that we've committed to no holiday
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usage of the site. So anytime there's a federal holiday,
there won't be folks out on the field, either Maret teanms or
any | easing of that.

So I'"'mgoing to take you through this alittle bit
here. So we've broken the usage out by season. So there's
a fall season, a winter season, spring and summer and what
we call preseason.

So the fall season goes from Labor Day to
Thanksgi ving. And during that tine period, we generally are
proposing 3:00 to 6:00 p.m during the week except for
Wednesdays when we start at 2:00 p.m because our academ c
day ends a little bit earlier. And then we propose to go
until 7:00 p.m on Fridays because we would play ganmes. O
course, that's dependent on the light because there's no
lights onthe field. Soif it's dark, we can't go until 7:00
p.m, of course.

Qur kids will be bussed to the site for practices
and for ganes. And for practices, they'|l be bussed back to
the Maret canmpus where they will be picked up by their
parents. So for our use here, we won't be generating any
vehicular traffic other than a few coaches who would drive
for our practices.

On the weekends, we would propose to have 10: 00
a.m to 5:00 p.m on Saturday for either Maret games or youth
sports. So in times where Maret would not have a gane, we
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woul d propose that we would make the field available for
yout h sports organi zations to rent and then on Sundays we're
proposing 11:00 a.m to 3:30 p.m for youth sports rentals.

And then during the week, you see Mnday through
Thursday from 6:00 p.m to 7:00 p.m, we've also proposed
sone youth sports hours that woul d be there.

If we can go to the next slide, please. So this
is the wnter. In the wintertime, all that Maret 1is
proposing in terns of use is 90 m nutes of youth sports that
would go from4:00 p.m to 5:30 p.m No proposed weekend
usage. This winter period runs fromafter Thanksgi ving unti |
Presi dent's Day.

Next slide, please. So this is our spring that
runs fromright after President's Day through the end of our
year, which is approximately m d-June. It |ooks exactly |ike
the fall. W have proposed the sane hours of usage for Maret
as well as for youth sports.

Next slide, please. This is the sunmertinme usage
t hat we woul d propose. This is fromm d-June to m d- August.
So from9:00 aam to 3:00 p.m during the week, we would
propose that the field be made available for youth sports
canps and then on the weekends from 10:00 a.m to 5:00 p. m
for youth sports organi zati ons.

Next slide, please. So this slide represents our
preseason which is md-August to Labor Day. [It's when our
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fall teans spend tinme before the school year gets started
preparing for their seasons. And so we would propose to go
from 800 a.m to 6:00 pm during this 2-1/2 to 3 week
period. Again, no use on the weekends, but that use during
the week would allow our teans to practice as well as hold
scri nmmages.

One of the things that | would point out, you see
alot of light area on that. Those are tines where Maret is
not proposing any use. W have worked with the ANC to
Identify sonme tinmes for community usage. And so those are
fully laid out in the agency resolution for you to take a
| ook at. But that concludes what |'m presenting right now.

MR, TUMMONDS: Let nme just -- | have one foll ow up
guestion for you, M. Holloway. WII there ever be a tine
when both the baseball dianmonds and the nul tipurpose field
are both being used?

MR, HOLLOMAY: No. So you can have -- you can't
play a baseball gane at the sane tine as you're playing a
| acrosse gane or a football gane, right? So you can only do
one of those at any given tinme on the site.

MR, TUMMONDS: Perfect. Thank you. And we'll now
have our next witness, Jani M Il anovi ch present her testinony.
Next slide, please.

M5. M LANOVICH. Good norning. M nane is Jam
Mlanovich wth WlIls + Associates. W are the
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transportation consultants for the Maret project.

Next slide, please. This norningl'dlike to give
you a brief overview of the nethodology that we used in
conducting our traffic study, talk a little bit about the
anticipated trip generation for the athletic fields foll owed
by our recommendations to mtigate the traffic i npact of the
project and then I'll wap up with sone concl usi ons.

Next sl i de, pl ease. The conpr ehensi ve
transportation review that we conducted was conducted in
accordance with the DDOT gui delines and requirenents. It is
al so consistent with industry standard practices. The study
was scoped and that scope was approved by DDOT prior to
begi nni ng t he study.

The study itself evaluated existing conditions,
future conditions without the athletic fields. And in order
to develop those future traffic forecasts, we applied a
regional growh rate that was devel oped based on histori cal
traffic volumes in the area.

And we al so included nearby planned or approved
devel opments. And in this case specifically we included the
ECC s plans to reopen their day school program as well as
of fer an after school care program

The study al so evaluated future conditions with
the athletic field so we |layered the traffic associated with
the project on top. And then by conparing the future
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conditions with the project to future conditions w thout the
project, we were abletoidentify any adverse traffic i npacts
associated with the athletic fields.

The i dentification of those i npacts was nade based
on DDOT"' s criteria for what constitutes a significant inpact.
Based on those inpacts, then we were able to reconmmend
| nprovenents for mtigation. And those inprovenents were
made based on feedback t hrough many neetings with the ANC and
the community as well as feedback from DDOT.

Next slide, please. In ternms of our trip
generation, we analyzed two di fferent peak hours. First the
weekday p. m peak hour was based on a scenario where we had
a typical Maret gane with spectators, that includes soccer,
| acrosse or baseball ganmes, followed inmediately by the
outside rental of the facility.

The Saturday peak hour analysis included a
scenari o where we had back-to-back youth sports ganes. And
so we took into account the overlap between traffic exiting
one gane and traffic arriving for the next gane as part of
t hat Saturday peak hour anal ysis.

Next slide, please. This table shows the
vehicular trip generation for the project for both the p. m
peak hour and the Saturday peak hour.

Next slide, please. Sointhe first |line you can
see the vehicular trip generation for a soccer gane. | would
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note that baseball and | acrosse have simlar trip generation
nunbers. This assunes that Maret spectators |eave the gane
during the sane period that parents are dropping off children
for the rental use immedi ately foll ow ng the gane.

You wll note that there is a zero in the inbound
colum. That's because the start of the Maret soccer gane
occurs before the p.m peak hour.

Next slide, please. The second |ine shows the
buses for the Maret soccer gane. So one bus for the Maret
team one bus for the visiting team

Next slide, please. And the third row shows the
trips associated with the outside rental. So, again, those
i nbound trips are occurring in roughly the sanme tinme period
that trips |eaving the Maret soccer gane occur. And we did
al so assune that just 10 parents wait for their children
while the remainder of the trips drop off their children.
So those 23 trips are conming in and leaving in a relatively
short time period.

Next slide, please. And for the Saturday peak
hour, you can see here that we've estimated the trips based
on an overl ap between parents and spectators that are exiting
one ganme while parents and spectators are arriving for the
next gane.

Next slide, please. So we took that trip
generation and distributed it anong the study area. You can
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see the study area here. We selected four intersections.
This was done in consultation wth DDOT during the scoping
process. And the intersections in the study area were
sel ect ed based on those intersections that potentially could
be i npacted by the proposed project.

Next slide, please. W did identify a couple of
I npacts. The first is at the intersection of Uah Avenue and
Nebraska Avenue. Here we analyzed a change in the cycling
and found that if we increased the cycle length of the
traffic length of the traffic signal with that intersection
from just 50 seconds to 60 seconds, that would better
accommpdate the volume of traffic at the intersection.

And | also think it's inportant to note that that
change in cycle |l ength woul d provide | evel s of service under
future conditions that wuld be better than current
conditions. Alsoit's worth noting that the cycle I ength of
50 seconds at this intersection is very, very short. Just
as a point of reference, generally the prevailing cycle
|l ength in DC is about 100 seconds.

So this one is obviously very short. It makes it
difficult to accombpdate the vol unes that are present there.
And | woul d note that our recommendation to i nprove that from
50 to 60 seconds is consistent with recommendati ons fromthe
Nat i onal Association of City Transportation Oficials that
says cycle length in urban conditions should be between 60
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and 90 seconds. So, you know, a mnor adjustnent that has
sone fairly substantial inprovenents at that intersection

Next slide, please. The second |ocation where we
identified an inpact was at the intersection of 27th Street
and Mlitary Road. W found that if we were to add capacity
at this intersection, it wuld mtigate the inpact of the
project. However, in order to add capacity, we would need
to renove on-street parking on the southbound approach of
27th Street as well as the eastbound approach of Mlitary
Road.

W know that addi ng vehi cul ar capacity does not
al ways align with DDOT's goals and policies because adding
vehi cul ar capacity can at tinmes have a negative inpact on
pedestrians and bicycles. W also know that renoving on-
street parking is not always a popular position wth
residents in the area.

And so oftenti nes what we do, and what we' ve done
in this case, is ook for other non-auto infrastructure or
safety inprovenents to inplement in lieu of inproving or
addi ng capacity. And the idea there is that those non-auto
| mprovenents encourage not only people traveling to and from
t he project to use non-auto nodes of transportation but al so
encour ages ot her people traveling through the area to do so
as well and has the result of reducing vehicular traffic in
t he area.
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Next slide, please. So we developed a list of
non-auto i nfrastructure and safety i nprovenents, agai n taki ng
Into account the feedback that we heard through our many
nmeetings through the community and the ANC. And |'m happy
to say that we have agreed to all of the conditions that DDOT
proposed in their report.

So those non-auto i nprovenents include a new 19-
dock Capital Bikeshare Station in the area, the installation
of eight bike racks onsite, which can accommopdate up to 16
par ked bicycles to encourage people comng to the athletic
fields to bike if they're able to do so.

It includes the establishnment of a bus zone on
Nebr aska Avenue t 0 accommopdat e buses dr oppi ng of f Maret teans
as well as visiting teans. Maret has al so agreed to install
curb extensions or other pedestrian safety counterneasures
that DDOT nmay deem appropriate at the intersection of Utah
and Nebraska Avenues.

The construction cost there would be capped at
$70, 000 but that does not include the design and permt fees
that Maret would incur in designing and inplenmenting those
| mprovenents.

Maret has al so agreed to install rapid flashing
beacons, m ssing curb ranps, high visibility crosswal ks and
pedestrian signage at the Nebraska Avenue-28th Street
i ntersection.
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Next slide, please. Maret has also agreed to
Install two curb extensions at the site driveway i ntersection
wi th Nebraska Avenue. They've agreed to upgrade crosswal ks
to high visibility crosswal ks at three intersections al ong
Nebraska Avenue. And they've agreed to install mssing
school zone signs and ensure any existing school zone signs
are visible. And finally they've agreed to inprovenent a
conprehensi ve Transportati on Managenent Pl an.

Next sli de, pl ease. That Transportation
Managenent Pl an i ncl udes provi sions for non-auto travel. All
Maret and visiting teamstudents and coaches will be required

to travel to and from the athletic fields by bus for

practices and ganes. | note that there are a few very
limted exenptions, which I've listed here. 1In the interest
of time, | won't read each of those, but they are very
limted in nature.

Next slide, please. The TMP also includes
oper ati ons managenent strategi es. This is to hel p manage
traffic coming to and fromthe project. Maret is required
to provide a flagger in the parking | ot for situations where

the parking lot is expected to reach capacity.

The purpose of that flagger is to help direct
traffic to open parking spaces. Maret is also required to
provide a traffic control officer when there are nore than
75 spectators anticipated. That traffic control officer will
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be stationed at the newdriveway where it intersects Nebraska
Avenue and wll help direct traffic into and out of the
driveway.

The operations managenent piece also requires
limtations on tines for trash pickup and requires a 30
m nute gap between the end of one gane and the schedul ed
begi nning of the next gane and that's in order to give the
parking lot tinme to enpty out between ganes.

Next slide, please. Maret is also required to
provide notification to Maret parents, visiting teans and al |
of the outside users of the field, rem nding themthat if the
parking lot is full and they nust park on the street, they
must do so in legal spaces. They are not allowed to bl ock
driveways or park in alleys.

When Maret is notified of illegally parked
vehi cl es, they nust take pronpt action to find the vehicle
owner and request that the vehicle be noved. Maret is also
required to coordinate with St. John's Hi gh School to avoid
schedul i ng honme ganmes at the sanme tine.

Next slide, please. At the request of the ANC
Maret did agree to a nonitoring plan. That nonitoring plan
requi res themto neasure the nunber of trips during both the
p.m and Saturday peak hours two tinmes per year.

If the trip generated by the athletic field
exceeds that used in the CTR, Maret nust identify and take
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steps to reduce the nunber of trips. That bi annual
noni tori ng nust be conducted until the nunber of trips is at
or below the trip generation identified in the CIR for at
| east two consecutive years. The results of the nonitoring
must be submtted to the ANC

Next slide, please. The nonitoring plan also
requires Maret to nonitor the on-street parking in the
nei ghbor hood. Again, it nust be done two tines per year and
must be done in situations where the parking lot is at or
near capacity.

If the on-street parking occupancy in the
nei ghbor hood exceeds 70 percent, Maret nust identify steps
and take steps to reduce the nunmber of vehicles parked on
nearby streets. That biannual nonitoring nmust be conducted
for three years. The results then nust be submitted to the
ANC.

Next slide, please. And to conclude, again, Maret
has agreed to all of DDOT's proposed conditions. And we're
pl eased to have their support of the project. The traffic
| npact associated with the project can be mitigated through
i npl enenting a series of inmprovenents, including significant
pedestrian safety i nprovenents. And | would note that's the
bi ggest feedback that we received fromthe community. There
was nuch interest in providing pedestrian safety
| nprovenents. So we've done that.
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|t al so I ncl udes non- aut o I nfrastructure
| nprovenents by way of a new Capital Bi keshare Station. And
It includes a conprehensive Transportati on Managenent Pl an,
whi ch i ncl udes provi sions for non-auto travel, the nanagenent
of traffic to and from the site and a nonitoring plan to
evaluate the effectiveness of the TMP. And with that, ']
turn it back over to Trey Holloway to wap things up.

MR HOLLOWAY: Thanks, Jam .

Can we go to the next slide, please? Actually,
bunp nme ahead one nore, please.

So cases like this often come with conditions of
approval in the formof an ANC resolution, and this case is
no different. | want to reviewthose with you quickly. Just
| i ke our proposal for the appeal, these were extensively
negot i at ed. We've agreed to them fully. And the ANC s
resol ution includes all of these.

Next -- oh, we're on the slide. Sorry. St ay
her e.

So, quickly, goal posts only up for four nonths a
year, which is during the football season; new bl ack picket
fence surrounding the site; height limts on the perineter
netting; proper naintenance of the |andscape buffer that
we'll install; conpliance with our Tree Relocation Plan as
approved by DDOI Uban Forestry; and the wuse of a
natural -based infill in the field, so not a rubber infill.
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Next slide, please.

Bl eachers will be placed to mnimze the visual
| npacts on nei ghbors. There will be ten years' worth of
annual reporting on our stormaater managenent system no
lights on the field other than security Ilighting; the
scoreboard no nore than 20 feet fromthe field |evel, but
we're on the record here today, and as |'ve said, we've
reduced that height twi ce, and we can go down to 17 feet on
t hat scoreboard.

Next slide, please.

Again, no anplified sound on the site and no
musi ¢, no speakers, no nmarchi ng band. Nothi ng other than the
occasi onal coach's whistle or the shop clocks during the
| acrosse ganes. Conmunity access tinme, as well as dedicated
time at the fields, could be used by other city educati onal
or gani zati ons.

Next sli de.

The field will be secured at all tinmes when it's
dar k. G ven that there are no lights, there's no need to
have it unsecured when it's dark. Negotiation with DPR to
end Maret's preferred permtting agreenent at the Jelleff
Field once this field is up and running. No al cohol on the
site. Field-house building will be |ocked except when the
field is scheduled for use. No access to the site fromthe
surroundi ng alleys on Uah or Rittenhouse.
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Next sli de.

Jam just covered all of these with you, but
essentially, the ANC agreenent calls for us to conply wth
our traffic managenent plan -- transportati on managenent
pl an.

Next slide, please.

So constructi on managenent was a big piece of this
to ensure that the construction does not becone a nui sance
for the nei ghborhood. So we're going to have a project point
of contact as well as a web page. W'I|I| perform surveys on
the homes that sit on the perineter of the property in
advance of construction so that we all have a good i dea goi ng
in of the condition of those hones.

We'll have a traffic and parking plan for the
construction periodto mtigate i npacts of contractor parKking
on streets; limted hours of construction from7:00 a.m to
5:00 p.m during the week and 9:00 a.m to 5:00 p.m on
Sat urday, with no construction on Sundays; creation of a plan
for dealing with noise and construction waste; and there w ||
be a Project Task Force created by the ANC, and the
conditions require us to work with that task force on any
| ssues that may ari se.

And with that, I'mgoing to close nmy portion and
hand it back to Paul Tummonds.

MR,  TUMMVONDS: Thank you very much. That
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concl udes our presentation. W're available to answer any
gquestions that you may have.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: ay. Geat. Thank you. Thank
you for your presentation. GCkay. So | got you at 45 m nutes
here in terns of how | ong that took you guys.

Let's see. |I'mgoing to see -- | nean, the Board,
I know, is going to have a |l ot of questions, and | know we're
going to hear froma lot of different people. You all can
do it any way you want. |'mgoing to kind of wait and get
nmy questions as we kind of go through this.

But at this point, is there anything that the
Board woul d |i ke to ask of the Applicant? And if so, please
rai se your hand.

Chai r man Hood?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yes. First of all, good afternoon
to everyone. Let ne ask -- | don't know, either Maret or M.
Tumonds, did Maret -- see, | hear an echo too. D d Maret
finish their obligation to Dwight Msley Field here in
Nor t heast Washi ngton, D.C. ?

M5. M LANOVICH  Could you repeat the question?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Did Maret finish their obligation
tousing the field at Dwi ght Mosley Field off of South Dakota
Avenue here in Northeast D.C. ?

MR, TUMMONDS: Co-Chair Hood, | think we're not
aware of an obligation to do that with Dwi ght Mosl ey Field,
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but that's sonething we should | ook into and provide for the
record.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: | want you to look into that. |
was intimately involved with that years ago, and | just
wondered what kind of track record you had. I know Mar et
wanted to use the field. | think it was stopped, but you all
used it anyway. And | just wanted to know how that went.
So that hel ps ne to know what ki nd of track record Maret has.
And this probably predates the people you have at the table
because this was back in 19 -- probably roughly around ' 98,
' 96.

M. Tummonds, you nentioned sonme case | aw. l''m

al ways concerned when our fornmer counsel, the Ofice of

Attorney General now, submits -- | work with them | know
their work style, and | think that they would not have
submtted that letter if there was not any validity. 1'mnot

saying | agree with them

But you cited sone case law, and | don't know --
did you put that in the record? If you did, forgive ne
because | overlooked it. | don't know if it's in your
statenment or where, but you cited a whole case about how a
facility working with the courts have already ruled on
certain things that have been brought up in this case.

MR. TUVMONDS: Sure. So it was not in the QOAG
| etter that referred to -- so okay. W' Il| take a step back.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

92

The National Cathedral School case from 2000, the BZA
approval for the new NCS facility was approved by the BZA in
Case Nunmber 16433. Subsequent to that approval, it was
appealed to the D.C. Court of Appeals in -- 1'll get that
cite for you

ZC CHAI R HOOD: That's okay --

(Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR TUMMONDS: So there was a Court of Appeals
case. The OAG letter didn't refer to the Court of Appeals
case in depth that the Friends of the Field subm ssion did.
" mtaking i ssue with howthe Friends of the Field subm ssion
responded to what that Court actually said.

And basically, the gist of it is -- and I'll try
to paraphrase it -- in the MCS case, the BZA had (i naudi bl e)
to say, okay, this educational facility can either be deened
to be a principal use or an accessory use. In that case,
they said, we can find that an athletic facility is a
principal use. Athletics are a core part of an educati onal
facility, so we find that it neets that standard

In addition, in that case, we find that that
facility al so neets the accessory-use standard. Wen it went
up to the Court of Appeals, the Court of Appeals said, we
find that the BZA's decision to determne that it nmet the
accessory standard was sufficient, so we're not even going
in to determ ne whether or not the BZA was correct when it
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deened it to be a principle use.

So, therefore, our argunents, our position, is
that that is still good precedential value for this BZA to
continue to abide by the sane idea that an educational
facility is a -- consists of athletic facilities. And so |
think (inaudible) my -- the -- what | was calling out was the
statenents of the Friends of the Field, not the Ofice of the
Attorney Ceneral |ater.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. So let's nove on. M.
Tummonds, thank you for that. |If that's not in the record,
could you provide that?

MR, TUMMONDS: | can provide a copy of the D.C
Court of Appeals --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Court of Appeals. | would like
to have that. Also -- and specifically -- and |I'm reading
this straight fromthe OAG letter, which | think brings up
anot her attribute. The off-canpus athletic facility does not
gualify as a private school personal use eligible for a
speci al exception in the R-1-B zone because an off-canmpus
athletic facility is not |located on the same prenises as
ordi nary school campus -- so here's the thing.

At the bottomof page 1 of the OAG subm ssi on and
at the top -- and they have their searches. | don't know --
| woul d ask the Chairman -- through the Chairman to nove M.
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Tummonds respond to that unless you already have. | just
didn't see it.

But also, I'min the mndset of really trying to
figure out the path forward. And it would be interesting --
"Il just say it would be interesting if this was to go to
court and the OQAG -- not the part of OAG who submtted this
to us, the other part of OAG who woul d defend the Board of
Zoning Adjustnent in Court. |t would be interesting to see
where we fall now because here's the thing. | want to nake
sure that the sections that the Ofice of Attorney GCGeneral
(i naudi bl e) section, that we're not overstepping the bounds
of the Zoni ng Comm ssi on.

That' s why t hose two Zoni ng Conm ssi on nmenbers are
here, and that's basically what (inaudible). Soif you could
respond to that, and |I' msure our |legal counsel will help ne
to try to understand that clearly as we nove forward.

MR, TUVMONDS:  Yes. | can absolutely put in a
post - heari ng subm ssion basically the discussion | had in ny
openi ng statenent. And | have all in one place the reference
that we previously decided previously addressed this.

But | would note, too, that it's not -- | nean,
we believe that this is the appropriate relief. The Zoning
Admi ni strator believes that this is appropriate relief. The
Ofice of Planning believes that this is the appropriate
relief. So | think that -- and again, it will be addressed
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In detail in our post-hearing submssion, the BZA' s
precedent.

ZC CHAI R HOCOD: Ckay. ['"'m just (inaudible)
counsel who has virtually advised us to nove this now on
anot her side and send you sonet hi ng back, send you sonet hi ng
different. So thank you, M. Tummonds. And do ne a favor.
When you submt that, please take ny advice. Don't give us
the wong legislative issue. |If you can put a sound bite,
that woul d be very hel pful.

Ckay. Thank you, M. Chairman. That's all | have
for now.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Al right. Thanks, Chair man
Hood.

M. Smith, you had your hand up agai n?

MEMBER SM TH: Yeah. | did have ny hand up, but
| think M. Hood sufficiently asked ny question because | am
-- like himshare the sane concern. And | get that they --
OAG has been our long-term counsel, and | understand that
t hi ngs have changed a little bit. But | do share sone of
t heir same concerns.

So | wel cone what Chai rman Hood was sayi ng, that
| would like to see the Maret team respond to the QOAG s
comrents regarding whether this is an allowable use within
the zone. | get the statenent about precedent. | conpletely
understand that. But al so, that case that you cited was from
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1999, which did predate the current zoning regul ations.

So I would like to see a nore fully thought-out
response to OAG s position that this is not an all owabl e use
within the zone, and you would have to seek a vari ance.

MR, TUMMONDS: Perfect. Absol utely. Wwe' | |
address that, and | woul d note, Comm ssioner Bl ake, the 2016
zoni ng regul ations --

MEMBER SM TH:  Smi t h.

MR TUMMONDS: ['"m sorry. Conmm ssi oner Smth.
['"m sorry. I (inaudible). The 2016 zoning regulations
provi de definitions that are even nore clear that allowthis
use to be deened to be a private school use, a, in parlance
of the 2016 zoning regul ati ons and education, private use.
So | think that is even nore of a background to why this is
appropri ate.

And | think, also, just as | noted in ny opening
statenent, | wll include the email confirmation from the
Zoning Adm nistrator that this is the proper relief. And,
al so, there is also the other conponent that the O fice of
Zoni ng Legal Division, your counsel, counsel to the BZA, wl|
al so be providing, | would assunme, their opinion on this
| sSsue.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Gkay. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. Blake, do you have any

guesti ons?
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MEMBER BLAKE: | don't have any questi ons.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

M . Donohue, can you hear ne?

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, | can.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Geat. So I'mactually going to
|l ose -- | actually have the DDOT with us, but they have to
| eave at 1:00. But what I1'd like to do is go ahead and j ust
-- do you have any questions for the Applicant on their
presentation?

MR DONOHUE: So is -- pardon ne. Is the
suggestion to hear from DDOT now, and then the questions?

BZA CHAIR H LL: It depends on how nany questi ons
you t hink you m ght have.

MR, DONCHUE: | think it m ght be hel pful to hear
from DDOT because we do have transportation-related
guestions, and Ms. M1l anovich has referred several tines to
DDOT proposed conditions. So it mght nake sense to hear
from DDOT and then ask.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. But | amal so going to ask
anot her question: how many questions do you think you have?

MR. DONCHUE: Less than ten.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Less than ten questions or |ess
than ten m nutes?

MR, DONOHUE: Less than ten questions.

BZA CHAIR HILL: GCkay. Al right. Okay. Let's
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see.

All right. M. My, do you have DDOT there?

MR, MOY: Yes. She's on the screen now.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Onh. Great.

Ms. Bl ondin? Bl ondin?

V5. BLONDI N: Bl ondi n.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Bl ondi n. Can you introduce
yourself for the record, please?

M5. BLONDIN: Sure. M nane is Enma Bl ondin, and
| ama transportation planner with DDOT.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Ms. Blondin, | know we
have your report here. Could you just kind of summarize it
alittle bit? And then we're --

M5. BLONDI N:  Yeah.

BZA CHAIR HILL: -- going to have peopl e ask you
guesti ons.

M5. BLONDI N: Sur e. So the Applicant has
coordinated a lot with DDOT on the transportation i npacts and
proposed mitigations for the Maret School athletic field.
They've agreed to a substantial package of non-auto
mtigations, including (inaudible) station, pedestrian
i nprovenents at five intersections, curb extensions at the
site driveway, and additional bike parKking.

The Applicant is continuing to coordinate with us
on public space elenments, including those pedestrian
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| nprovenents, and will continue to do so through the public
space permtting. And with the agreed-to TDM and operation
managenent strategi es and t he pedestrian mtigations included
in the final order, we, DDOI, have no objection to the
approval of this application.

And |I'm here to answer any questions that there
may be. [|'Il also note that we did go to an ANC neeti ng and
answered questions with the community about concerns wth
transportation and the CTR

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Let's see. Just so
everybody knows, |I'mal so going to |l et the Comm ssioners ask
guestions, as well, because the way this normally works is
we hear fromthe Applicant, we hear fromall the agencies,
then we hear from people in opposition. And so |I'mtrying
to organi ze this the best | can because | knowthat |I' mgoing
to | ose DDOT at 1:00.

M5. BLONDIN: W appreciate it.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Sur e. Sur e. | wish, M.
Bl ondin, | was |eaving at 1:00.

So let's see. M. Donohue, do you have questions
of DDOT?

VMR.  DONOCHUE: Let me ask one question of DDOT.
There was a statenent made by Ms. Ml anovich that they were
very pl eased to have accepted all of the conditions that DDOT
has proposed. There was also a graphic there that showed
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four intersections that were -- scoped out, | believe, is the
word she used -- and then evaluated by Wells and submtted
to DDOT. |[Is that your understanding as well?

M5. BLONDIN: Yep. That's correct.

VR.  DONOHUE: What is the distance between the
property and the intersection of 27th and Mlitary?

M5. BLONDIN: |'mnot entirely sure, but |I'mhappy
to look up -- the way that those intersections are sel ected
are based on the trips and having themdi sperse in different
directions to nmake sure that we're accommodating all of the
i ntersections that need to be addressed.

MR.  DONOCHUE: Al right. Let me ask it a
different way, then. Wre there nointersections between the
property and 27th and Mlitary that are nore appropriate to
eval uate, for exanple to the east of the property toward Rock
Creek park?

M5. BLONDIN: So those ones we didn't eval uate for
t hat scoping because those are not intersections that have
basically the entrance and exit vehicles that are a
substantial anount of vol une.

But as we've shown in the recomendati ons and t he
conditions that the Applicant accepted, we are including
pedestrian i nprovenents at sone of those intersections tothe
east to provide that pedestrian connection to Rock Creek Park
and Beach Drive, which is sonething that we heard a | ot of
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concern about at the ANC neeting, is wanting safe connecti ons
to Rock Creek Park and ot her pedestrian facilities.

MR DONCHUE: Yeah. The pedestrian safety is
certainly inportant, but | guess |'m asking now about
vehi cl es and the real concern about vehicles gaining access
to a proposed sports facility. W've heard testinony about
how Maret intends to control its ingress and egress in the
property, and we started to hear about buses.

| guess what |'masking is this: we have a pretty
significant traffic situation now, and we're com ng out of
a pandem c. W also have sone pretty significant
construction projects just east of the property on Oregon and
in Rock Creek Park. And | guess what |'mgetting at is, did
DDOT not consider the inpact of these many vehicles in and
out of this property on intersections closer to the property
than 27 and Mlitary?

MS. BLONDIN:. So we did, and 1'd like to nention
those projects that you' re tal king about -- those projects
were -- because we're in a pandemc, the traffic counts that
t he Maret School used were from2017, and we used adj ustnents
to bring themup to current and then projected future for
vol unes. And so those volunmes actually reflect the
pre-construction on those roads that you're speaking of on
Oregon, as well as the closure of Beach Drive. And so the
counts, we found, were sufficient and appropri ate.
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The other thing, also, is we tend to approach this
as trying to get non-autonotive mtigations to the different
| ssues that are caused by potential devel opnent. And so we
wanted to encourage -- because what we heard from the
community was a | ot of concern about pedestrian safety. And
so those are the mtigations that we worked on with the
Appl i cant .

MR, DONOHUE: Al right. Let ne ask you this
gquestion. Maret is proposing a pretty aggressive schedul e
of outside use. Fol ks from el sewhere -- nen's | eagues,
Mont gomery Soccer, again |lacrosse, et cetera -- there are
going to be users of this field unrelated to the Applicant,
and they're going to be com ng and goi ng on Nebraska Avenue.
And they're not going to be walking. They're nore likely to
show up in nmany vehicl es.

So did DDOT evaluate those events -- perhaps
j anboree events, perhaps a long weekend with a soccer
t our nanment, whatever else -- and these users not bei ng Maret
students, being commercial users of the property?

M5. BLONDIN: That was within the CTR that was
provided, and we found the analysis done by WlIls +
Associ ates to be sufficient in addressing all of our concerns
for volunmes, including these non-Maret uses.

MR. DONOHUE: And the tweaks that Ms. M| anovich
suggested to the intersection at Uah, | think -- that's --
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M5. BLONDIN:  Yeah. So --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR.  DONOHUE: -- take care of the traffic
probl ens?

M5. BLONDIN: So we -- the signal timngis abit
nore conpl ex. If we change signal timng at one
I ntersection, it may ness up sone of the flow throughout the
area. And so the signal timng we redo every four to five
years in a conprehensive way, and so we are not recomendi ng
that the Maret School change the signal timng there. That
is something that we will |ook at on a conprehensive |evel
when we conme back to this area and redo the signal timngto
accommodat e those vol unmes at that tine.

MR. DONCHUE: So, when Maret says that the
solution at that intersectionis to adjust the signalization,
that's not in fact what DDOT's planning to do?

MS. BLONDI N:  Correct.

MR, DONOHUE: Thank you. Last question. There
was testinony about buses com ng and goi ng fromMaret for the
home team and for visiting teans. Did you hear that?

M5. BLONDI N:  Yep.

MR. DONCHUE: Where are those buses goi ng to park,
and where are they going to idle while they' re waiting?

V5. BLONDI N: So they will be parking on the
street, on Nebraska Avenue. The Maret School is going to be
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putting curb extensions around its curb cut to nake sure that
there is visibility for pedestrians that nmay be crossing the
curb cut. But the buses wll be |located, | guess, to the
west of that curb cut.

DONOHUE: To the west of the curb cut on --

BLONDI N:  On Nebr aska.

DONOHUE: How nmany buses are we envi si oni ng?

5 3 5 D

BLONDI N: | believe it's two. It's one for

the away team one for Maret.

MR DONOHUE: Al right. And what about the --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

MS. BLONDIN:  Sorry?

MR. DONOHUE: What about when it's a non- Maret
event ?

V5. BLONDI N: That space wll be wused for
pi ckup/ dr op- of f.

MR, DONOHUE: The Nebraska Avenue spaces?

M5. BLONDIN: | believe that is the function of
t hat space. When there's not Maret buses, it'll be for
pi ckup/ dr op- of f.

MR, DONCHUE: GCkay. Thank you. | appreciate it.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, M. Donohue.

MR, SHERMAN: M. Chairman, it's Bruce Shernman.
May | ask a question?
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BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, M. Sherman. How many
gquestions do you have, M. Shernman?

MR, SHERMAN. | just have one.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Okay. Go ahead, M. Sherman.

MR, SHERMAN: And this is for Ms. Blondin and t hen
also for WMaret if they would care to respond. ' 'm
ref erenci ng now and readi ng fromour ANC s resol ution, which
has recommended approval of the Maret application. This is
par agraph 36 concerning future traffic conditions. So | just
want to read a part of this and then have Ms Bl ondin respond
i f she coul d.

| mquoting here: any projection of futuretraffic
conditions requires that a nunber of assunptions be nade,
many of which are necessarily uncertain. After consultation
wi t h DDOT during the scopi ng phase, Maret used pre-pandem c
traffic data escalated to reflect normal growh rates so its
anal ysis would not be affected by the lower traffic vol unes
experi enced over the past few years during the pandemni c.

Maret did not nmke adjustnents, however, to
reflect the i nm nent reopeni ng of Oregon Avenue after having
been cl osed for several years, or the National Park Service's
possi bl e continuation of pandem c-rel ated cl osures of Beach
Drive. DDOT found that neither the reopening of O egon
Avenue nor the potential permanent closure of Beach Drive
woul d have a significant effect ontraffic in the study area.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

106

| read that, Chairman H Il and nenbers of the
Board, for the follow ng reason: Nebraska Avenue is a major
commuter route. Pre-pandemc traffic volunes reached around
7,200 cars per day. |If that amount of traffic volune was
not taken into account in the study with the correspondi ng
| npacts carefully anal yzed, how are we to understand what the
additional traffic brought on by Maret's use of the field,
ot her sports organi zations' use of the field, will have on
congestion, traffic, pedestrian/bicycle safety, and so forth?

Sol'dlike to ask i f DDOT could respond to that,
and then Maret.

MS. BLONDIN: Sure. So, like | said earlier and
you nentioned, the nethodol ogy that was used by Maret did end
up accounting for, | guess, Oregon never being closed in the
first place because it was before all of this construction
happened and then brought up to current-day standards.

And so the other thing is, with the possible
closure of Beach Drive, the traffic volunmes -- that's
sonmet hing that NPSw || be exam ni ng as they consi der whet her
or not they're going to be closing that. Traffic --
i dentifying future conditions is always nore of an art than
a science. W can't predict the future. If there's anything
we | earned over the past couple years, it's that we can't
predict traffic vol unes.

W' re certainly doing our best and trying to find
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the best educated guess and using the data that we have
avail able. And we, DDOT, stand by the traffic anal ysis that
was done by Maret School for this case.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Thank you, Ms. Bl ondin.
kay. Let's see.

|"msorry. M. Tummonds, did you have a response?

MR TUWONDS: Wuld you [ike Ms. MIlanovich to
answer M. Sherman's question, or do you want to wait until
we have all of the questions of us?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Either Ms. M| anovich can answer
the question if she wants to, or you guys can also wait for
rebuttal wi th everything.

MR, TUVMONDS: | think we'd just as soon have M.
M | anovi ch answer the question right now.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Go ahead, Ms. M anovi ch.

M5. M LANOVICH: Sure. Happy to address that.

So, as Emma had pointed out, we were able to get
some historical traffic counts that were conducted before the
current Oregon Avenue construction project was in place and
bef ore Beach Drive was closed to vehicular traffic. Those
2017 counts were then factored to the current year using
grow h rates based on historical traffic volunes in the area.

So we believe that -- well, and | will also say
we've also supplenented that data with StreetLight Data,
which is a conpany that uses GPS and cell phone data, and
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that allows us to derive traffic counts. And so we were abl e
to fold that in, again, predating the pandem c, predating
the current construction project on Oregon Avenue, predating
the closure of Beach Drive.

So we believe that we've adequately accounted for

the future traffic on Nebraska Avenue. But | also want
everybody to renenber that Maret 1is responsible for
mtigating the inpact of their own project. They' re not

responsible for mtigating cumulative inpacts of nultiple
projects that are contenplated by other parties.

So that's why the nmet hodol ogy that we use in D.C.,
as well as every other jurisdiction that |1've done traffic
studies in, requires us to conpare future conditions with the
project, in this case the Maret athletic fields, to future
conditions wthout the project so we can isolate the inpact
of just the Maret project and identify inprovenents to
mtigate that inpact.

So, if you believe that the volunme of traffic on
Nebr aska Avenue is going to be higher than what we predicted
in our traffic study, | would point out that it is going to
be hi gher under future conditions wi thout the Maret project
and future conditions with the Maret project. The vol une of
traffic generated by Maret is still the same. That delta
bet ween the two scenari os does not change.

So | think what's getting | ost here, and | think
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what |'m hearing, is there's sone expectation that Maret
shoul d be responsible for mtigating the inpact not just of
their own traffic but of traffic that m ght be generated if
Beach Drive remains closed in the future, if NPS does deci de
to keep Beach Drive closed. So | think it's inportant to
understand it's a conparative analysis --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. |'ve got to stop you, M.
M | anovi ch.

M . Donohue --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR, SHERVMAN: -- could | just offer one comrent,
t hough - -

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Sherman, can you turn on your

camera for ne?

MR,  SHERMAN: ['"'m sorry. | thought | had it
turned on.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's all right. | just can't
see you, so | can't see if you're trying to speak or
whatever. And, M. Sherman, all I"mtrying to get at is |
haven't heard from your -- |I'm not really sure how your
presentationis goingtogo -- well, wait until you turn your
canera on.

MR, SHERVMAN. Ckay. It should be on.
BZA CHAIR H LL: So you have an opportunity now

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwDN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

110

to give your -- can you guys -- M. Tumonds -- nute your
m c? Thanks.

|"mjust trying to give you an i dea, M. Sherman,
of where | am and I'mtrying to handle this hearing. You
guys still haven't given your presentation. The ANCs, both
ANC Comm ssioners, have to give their presentation. The
O fice of Planning has to give their presentation. There's
going to be a | ot of questions that have been answered. So
I"'mtrying to kind of nove us al ong.

What woul d you like to ask, M. Shernman?

MR, SHERMAN: Well, we mght have a data
di screpancy. That's one specific thing | wanted to follow
up on. We understand that Maret and Ms. M | anovi ch used 2017
pre-pandem c data. | just want to confirmthat, because we
al so understand that Oregon Avenue closed in |ate 2016.

So, depending upon when they used the data, it
woul d not necessarily have captured all of the traffic vol une
that existed before Oregon Avenue closed, not before the
pandeni c. And so we have a concern. And al so, Chairnan
HIll, we aren't expecting that Miret would mtigate all
future traffic conditions --

BZA CHAIR HILL: Let me get your first question
answered first.

MR, SHERMAN:.  Ckay.

BZA CHAIR HILL: So, Ms. Mlanovich, did you
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understand the question, whether or not O egon Avenue was
cl osed when you took that into consideration?

M5. M LANOVI CH: Ri ght . So our data was from
Cct ober of 2017. Like | said, the current construction
project on Oregon Avenue did not start until after that. |
understand - -

BZA CHAIR H LL: GCkay. Gve ne a second.

Ms. Blondin, does that have any influence on
DDOT" s anal ysi s?

MS. BLONDI N:  No.

BZA CHAIR HILL: The answer is no. Gkay. All
right. So, M. Sherman, that's the answer | got from DDOT
ri ght there.

MR, SHERMAN: | understand that. But agai n,
there's a data discrepancy because Oregon closed for the
first sewer project in 2016. So 2017 data would not have
done the trick. So we're just trying to understand the data
poi nts here and understand the traffic vol unes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: And what | am just trying to
understand from DDOT is they're saying it wouldn't matter.

|s that correct, M. Bl ondin?

M5. BLONDI N: That's correct. | think Jam
succinctly put what this analysis is trying to acconplish and
that that type of background data is there for background.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.
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MR SHERMAN. M. Hill, one final thing, and I' |
stop here on this, just to say we don't expect -- | was
starting to say this -- that they would mtigate all of the

traffic inpacts. What we're saying is that the additional
traffic inpacts need to be understood in the context of what
w Il be the resunption of a najor commuter route. Qur famly
| i ves on Nebraska Avenue directly across fromthe school, so
this is a palpable, real issue for us. That's all

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Ms. Blondin, I'"'mgoing to
| et you have the last word. Do you have anything to add?

MS. BLONDI N:  No.

BZA CHAIR HILL: No. You're resting on the
record, correct?

MS. BLONDI N Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. Al right.

M . Donohue, | have to nove this along as best |
can. How |l ong do you need for questions?

MR. DONCHUE: | need about five m nutes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, M. Donohue. Go ahead,
pl ease, and then | have to go t hrough the ot her agenci es t hat
you can ask questions of.

MR, DONCHUE: So this is a question for the Maret
team And M. Tummonds, | suppose, can hand the m crophone
as he likes. But to begin with, | think there was various
testi nony about stormmater to the effect that the plans for
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the property wouldn't be devel oped in accordance with our
pl anning for a 25-year storm |s that correct?

MR, HOLLOWAY:  Yes.

MR, DONOHUE: Are you aware of requests fromthe
nei ghbors, specifically fromour group, asking for a design
to a 50-year stornf

MR HOLLOWAY:  Yes.

MR, DONOHUE: |s there a reason why the Maret team
can't accomodate that request?

MR HOLLOWAY: So 15 years is the standard for
what the city requires. W have worked to accommpdate a
25-year standard that we're trying to neet. | think
programmatically, we need to |ook at how we allocate what
we're doing on the site. It's hard to predict soneti nes what
a 50-year stormmay be as you kind of start to freel ance, and
so we want to nake sure we're able to neet sonething.

| would say, also, there's a condition that we
report annually for ten years on the performance of our
st or mmvat er managenent system So if sonething is awy, that
will certainly come up during that reporting process. So we
f eel good about what we've proposed, know ng t hat we exceeded
the city standard.

VR,  DONOHUE: You feel confident you can do a
25-year design but not a 50-year design?

MR, HOLLOWAY: "' m not an engineer, but that's
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what our engineers tell us.

MR.  DONCHUE: Ckay. Can we go to the graphics
wher e you were show ng the netting above the retaining walls?
I think it was the graphics showing the view from 28th
Street.

MR HOLLOWAY: I will try to pull up the slide
nunber --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Do you know which slide it was,
M . Donohue?

MR. DONCHUE: No, | don't.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay. |I'mlooking at the -- M.
Young - -

MR HOLLOMAY: | think it was slide 8  Slide 8.

MR. DONOHUE: So | believe this is the slide where
you were describing the vegetation proposed for the tops of

the lower retaining walls; is that correct?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Yep. That's the one.

MR, DONOHUE: What's the height of the retaining
walls at this facility -- at this |ocation?

MR, HOLLOMAY: The retaining walls are four feet
tall.

MR, DONOHUE: Well, apiece, right?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Yeah. Yep. | mean --

( Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR, DONOHUE: What's the cunul ative hei ght of the
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retaining walls?

MR, HOLLOMY: So there's a series of four-foot
retaining walls. So, at ground level there, there's a
four-foot retaining wall, which is followed by a span of
eight feet. And then there is another four-foot retaining
wall, and then at the highest point, there's a third
four-foot retaining wall.

MR, DONOHUE: So the cunul ative height would be
12, correct?

MR, HOLLOWMAY:  Yes.

MR, DONOHUE: All right. And the height of that
netting above the retaining wall?

MR, HOLLOWAY: We've proposed 30 feet.

MR, DONOHUE: Thirty plus twelve, correct?

MR, HOLLOWAY:  Yep.

MR, DONOHUE: The visual indicates that that
netting is quite thin, quite epheneral. Is that -- well,
what are the posts that are going to support those retaining
-- those netting?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Can you repeat the question?

MR,  DONOCHUE: I'"'m trying to get at what the
visibility is going to be for the people that are | ooki ng up
at 12 feet of retaining wall and then the netting up above
the retaining walls. And |' msuggesting that that visual is
downpl ayi ng the visual inpact.
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MR HOLLOWAY: Al right. So what's the question
you have for ne?

MR, DONOHUE: What are the posts that are going
to support that netting?

MR, HOLLOWAY: They're netal posts.

MR, DONOHUE: And the netting is what?

MR, HOLLOWAY: It would be standard athletic
netting. | don't know the exact material of it, but as you
can see that we've depicted here, it is netting that you can
see through. We've made use of it here on our canpus in
Whodl ey Park. And so it's netting that's fairly transparent.

MR, DONOHUE: All right. Are there other views
of that retaining walls and netting as you proceed up 28th
Street?

HOLLOMWAY: |If we nove to the next slide.

DONOHUE: And this is roughly where on 28th?

2 3 3

HOLLOWAY: This is at 6004 28th Street.
MR, DONCHUE: Do you have an idea how far back

this is fromthe property line?

MR. HOLLOWAY: | don't know the answer to that
guestion, how far that is back -- to try to give people
perspective, we're talking about a six-foot black picket
fence there, and | believe that person we've depicted is
about 5 feet, 10 inches tall.

MR,  DONCHUE: Ckay. And the height of the
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retaining walls in this location is what?

MR, HOLLOWMAY: It's the sane as | described
bef or e.

MR. DONCHUE: So 12 feet?

MR, HOLLOWAY:  Yes.

MR. DONOHUE: Thank you.

MR, HOLLOWAY: And to be clear, that doesn't span
the entirety of all the 28th Street hones. Because of the
gradi ng changes i n the backyards of the hones on 28th Street,
those retaining walls becone snaller as you nove northward
up 28th Street. So we chose to include this visual --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR. DONOHUE: Understood. | was getting at the

MR. HOLLOWAY: We chose to include this visua
because we know that this is the largest set of retaining
wal I s, and we know that they get smaller as you nove to the
ot her houses.

MR, DONOHUE: Well, you chose to use the visual,
but you al so put quite a bit of vegetation there to hide the
12 feet of retaining wall.

MR. HOLLOMAY: Yes. That's our intention.

MR,  DONOCHUE: Al right. |'ve got a couple
guestions for Ms. Ml anovich.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.
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MR. DONCHUE: Jam , the explanation about the
buses comng from Maret and going to the fields and parking
on Nebraska Avenue, | ask this question of DDOT: did she
correctly characterize the parking (inaudible) the buses on
Nebraska Avenue?

M5. M LANOVI CH: Correct. So we wll Dbe
establishing a 100-foot bus zone, which is |ong enough to
accommodate two school buses, and we woul d anticipate that
once they drop off the students, they would park there until
the practice or the gane is done. They would not be
permtted to idle. There are anti-idling laws in D.C. But
they woul d park there until they |leave with the students.

MR. DONOHUE: And is there alimt so that there
will be no nore than two?

M5. M LANOVI CH: There's one for Maret team sSo
for practices there would be one bus. And for ganmes, there
woul d be two: one for the visiting team and one for Maret.

MR, DONOHUE: All right. And what about Maret's
conmer ci al users? \What about the tenants of the field?

M5. MLANOVICH So | don't anticipate any users

havi ng - -

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR, TUVMMONDS: Perhaps -- | think M. Hol | oway can
answer that question. Could you just repeat the full

guestion? Wre you asking about buses for fol ks who woul d
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| ease the field?

MR, HOLLOMAY: Yeah. |'m asking about vehicles
coming to the field that are attendi ng non-Maret events.

MR TUMMONDS: Were will they park?

MR, DONCHUE: How many? \Were wll they park?
WIl they be subject to the idling requirenents? Are they
goi ng to use Nebraska Avenue?

MR. TUMMONDS: So we do have estimates in the CIR

of how many fol ks we anticipate would be using the field at

different tinmes and the vehicular trips. | don't have that
nunber at the top of ny head, but they would use the parking
| ot when they would cone. |f the parking | ot does happen to
be full, there would be use of street parking on Nebraska
Avenue.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, guys. |'"ve got to stop
this. M. Donohue, | need your |ast question. It's now
comng up on 1:00. Wat's your |ast question for the tean?

MR.  DONOCHUE: It's been suggested by Maret and
supported by Wells that there are going to be limts on the
vehicles comng and going to the field, and by way of
exanpl e, they used Maret athletic events. |'m asking, what
are the inpacts that are going to be derived from vehicles
that are there for non-Maret events?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. Is that --

M5. M LANOVI CH: | can answer that. So we've
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actually -- inthe CTRand as | testified to, our p.m peak
hour anal ysis includes the overlap of a Maret gane with an
out si de user imedi ately foll ow ng that Maret gane. So those
nunbers, the nunber of trips generated by the outside user,
are taken into account in the weekday p. m peak hour anal ysis
that's detailed in the CIR

On Saturday, as | testified to, our peak hour trip
generation is based on back-to-back sporting events for the
out si de users. So when, for exanple, a youth sports gane --
when traffic is | eaving that ganme and arriving for the next
game, that overlap in traffic is what our peak hour anal ysis
on Saturday is based on.

So we have taken -- and we selected those peak
hours based on when the nost traffic woul d be generated. So
we have taken into account in the CTR traffic inpacts
associ ated with the outside users.

BZA CHAIR HILL: And, M. Tumonds, |'m just
asking, in that situation, is that -- you guys in the
conditions, that's when you have the flag peopl e or what ever
organi zi ng par ki ng?

MR. TUVMONDS: That's correct.

BZA CHAIR HILL: GCkay. Gkay. So what | want to

dois | want to goto -- where's the Ofice of Planning? Let
nme see -- oh, are the Conmm ssioners here? |s Conm ssioner
Speck?
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MR SPECK: Yes, |'m here.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Geat. And then Conmm ssioner
Hi ggi ns? | see Conm ssioner -- okay.

So, Conmm ssi oner Speck, again, what you have now
an opportunity to do is give us your testinony fromthe ANC.
| nmean, we have a very long report fromyou, neani ng you guys
have done a ot of work, it seens like. It seens |like this
has gone on for a long tine. Right? So perhaps you can go
ahead and give the Board your testinony, and then we'll see
I f the Board has any questions, as well as anyone el se.

And | apol ogi ze, Commi ssi oner. You do have an
opportunity to also, as a party, ask any questions of
anybody. Do you have any questions of the team and/or -- |
m ght have already lost DDOT. It looks like |I 1ost DDOT.
But do you have any questions of the team and/or M.
M | anovi ch?

MR,  SPECK: No. We've asked our questions
previously for the Maret team and for Ms. M| anovi ch.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Ckay. So, Comm ssioner, could
you pl ease give your testinony to the Board?

MR, SPECK: Sure. | will be very brief.

"' m Randy Speck. "' m ANC Conmmi ssioner for ANC
3/4@&3, and ' mChair of ANC 3/4G |'ve been Chair for about
seven years, and |I've been on the Comm ssion for nine years.
| live about three blocks from the Episcopal Center for
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Children, so |I'maffected by all of this as well.

I'"'m here wth Conmm ssioner Higgins, whose
singl e-nmenber district includes the ECC Toget her, we've
taken the | ead on behalf of the Comm ssion in review ng the
application, but | want to enphasize that all the
Comm ssioners were very involved in this process.

Over the past six nonths, our Conm ssioners have
spent hundreds of hours readi ng volum nous filings, neeting
wth the parties in this proceeding, walking the field
attending mul tiple presentations and community neetings, and
nost inportantly, listening to all of the concerns that have
been raised. W've received many well-articulated letters
of support and opposition.

We've attenpted toidentify reasonabl e conproni ses
that would aneliorate any objections. W have wei ghed the
many conpeting interests. The Conmmi ssion's unani nous
February 28th resol ution with 21 pages of proposed conditions
attached reflects our best judgnent about how the Board
shoul d consi der the Maret proposal.

The ECC s five-acre fallowfield with its chronic
st or mnvat er drai nage probl ens, negl ected and dying trees, and
cordoned off wth no-trespassing signs is not likely to
continue as it is. The ECC has nmade it clear that it mnust
nonetize the field in order to further its m ssion to provide
educational opportunities for underserved children wth
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severe enotional chall enges.

The Maret proposal provides ECCwith the resources
it needs, satisfies Maret's need for an athletic field that
IS necessary for its curriculum and gives the community a
sorely needed venue for youth sports. This is a positive
out cone and nay be better than possible alternatives.

ANC 3/ 4G has no basis to disagree with the expert
analyses of the District's agencies that have reviewed
Maret's application and support the project, so long as
specified conditions are net. These agencies' reports
address many of the concerns that residents expressed in
letters and at nultiple foruns.

The Board notes in its instructions that
Applicants are strongly encouraged to contact the Ofice of
Pl anni ng and rel evant ANCs to discuss the nerits of their BZA
applications. Qur ANC has endeavored to fulfill its role in
that regard. In our report, we've attenpted to give the
Board a fair description of the process that we went through
and the basis for the conclusions that we reached.

We rest on our report.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. And so -- okay. Let's
see. Comm ssioner Higgins, did you have anyt hi ng you want ed
to add? You're on nute, Comm SSioner.

MR H GANS: Hello?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. | can hear you.
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MR HGAENS: GCay. No, | do not. | think Randy
sunmari zed our position quite well. W have a 38-page
report, as you know, with quite a lot of detail on conditions
related to traffic and construction process and so forth, so
we're not going to read the whole thing. But it's quite
conpl et e.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Appreciate it. It could have
possi bly been the | ongest one |I've ever read, but that just
means how nuch has gone on, also, in this work for you guys.
And --

MR HGANS: | would like to point out that we've
had many public forunms to feed into these reports.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: No, that seens like -- | nean,
you guys really, | think, have done hundreds of hours, it
seens |like --

MR H GE NS: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: -- of work to get to this point.
And so yeah. So, anyway, okay. Let ne see.

Does the Board have any questions of the
Comm ssioners? Sure. Go ahead, Chairnman Hood.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Thank you, Chairman Hill.

Ri ght qui ck, Comm ssioners, first of all, thank
you for your (inaudible) report and all the work that you all
do. | will ask, didthe Ofice of Attorney General reach out
to you all, as well, and ask to support you? |'m just
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curious how all this is working.

MR SPECK: They had no contact with us about this
proj ect. W are famliar with the Land Use Division or
section at the OAG and we have had presentations fromthose
attorneys. But they didn't reach out to us at all on this
proj ect.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: And, M. Speck, you do know t hat
they used to be our attorneys as of four nonths ago?

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

ZC CHAIR HOCD: Gkay. Al right. Good. Ckay.
Thank you. Thank you for all the work you all do.

Thank you, M. Chair.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Let's see. Her e. M.
Smith?

MEMBER SM TH: Sure. | had a question, and it's
probably a two-part question to the Maret team and to the
ANC. So I'll start off with the ANC. And this conversation
is not to say where | fall on this particular case. | don't
know where | fall on this case.

But ny question to the ANC-- and | woul d just say
kudos to the ANC for a very thorough report to us. As
Chairman Hill stated, that's probably the |ongest one that
| have seen in this very short amount of tine that |'ve been
on this Board. But | do want to just ask sone questions of
these conditions, and it's fairly -- a very extensive |ist
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of conditions, and | understand that the ANC has predicated
their support on those conditions.

And | would just state that sone of these
conditions do give ne sone pause from a governnental
regul atory standpoi nt on how t he governnent can enforce sone
of these conditions. So ny question to the ANC was that --
was there sone discussion of partitioning sone of these
conditions, sonme of these conditions we could enforce that
could be seen as valid or legal zoning conditions that can
be crafted in an ordi nance that mtigate zoni ng inpacts and
MOU bet ween the Maret School and the ANC?

So that's my question, first off, tothe ANC. Was
t here sonme di scussi on about an MOU?

MR, SPECK: There was quite a | ot of discussion,
actually. And we've had sone experience in simlar projects,
not abl y t he I ngl esi de expansi on proj ect that was done sever al
years ago. And that also was a BZA special exception, and
we had a lengthy set of conditions there as well.

The BZA elected to include sone of those
conditions in its order, and the rest were an agreenent
bet ween the ANC and the owner in that instance. So in this
case, | think the construction inpacts in particular are
pot enti al objectionable conditions.

And so, in order to mtigate those, that's the
reason why we i ncluded a | ot of those construction conditions
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as well. And | think it would be appropriate to include them
in the BZA' s order. If it were not included in the order,
t hough, we woul d certainly attenpt to have an MOUw th Maret.

MEMBER SM TH: | would highly suggest that you
reach out to Maret to --

MR SPECK: Well, they have agreed to all of these
condi ti ons. W have talked to them about it, and they've
agreed to all of these conditions.

MEMBER SM TH. Right. And I'mnot -- and |I' mgl ad
you stated that, because that was ny next question to the
Maret team But ny question isn't -- | mean ny issue isn't
so much that they agreed to them It is whether they are
conditions that we can put in an order and the District of
Col unmbia can fully enforce those, or would it be better to
-- | think froma standpoint of some of -- for exanple, sone
of these operational conditions where they're all owed to have
certain uses to occur at the site during this particular tine
during this particul ar season -- do you understand?

It would be a fairly high hurdle for the District
to be able to go out there and enforce during every season,
during every hour in particular tinme franmes the particul ar
use that may be occurring on that field. So that is ny
concern now. | think that that could be sonething that
coul d be enforced between the ANC and the Maret School .

But 1'm getting ahead of nyself. But | think
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you' ve answered ny questions, then. Just to confirm just
a question to the Maret School, you' ve agreed to all of these
condi tions?

MR TUMMONDS: Yes, we have. And to answer your
question, Conmm ssioner, we believe that these conditions do
truly relate to the objectionable inpact standard that we
need to neet for the special exception. So we believe that
they are appropriate. W think that there is a benefit to
havi ng them as part of the order.

But to answer your general question, if the Board
of Zoning Adjustnent deens that sonme of these are not
appropriate, we 100 percent will enter into an MOU with the
ANC to stand by the commtnents that we've nade to the ANC
and in this case.

MEMBER SM TH: COkay. That's great. That's what
| would like to hear. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. So we've done this in a
variety of different ways before. And so | guess, M.
Tummonds -- | think there are going to be things that we are
going to want to see in order to have sone deliberations, it
seens already that one of which is what Chairnman Hood
menti oned about a response to the OAG letter.

And then, also, | guess if you want to subnmit an
MOU, that can be put in the record there for the conditions
because, again, the conditions -- alot -- well, not a lot.
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Sone of those conditions are, as Board Menber Smth
mentioned, not only outside of our purview, but are
unenforceable or difficult to enforce.

And so what we normally do is, in the order, we
will refer to the conditions that the ANC has agreed -- on
the record, you're agreeing to the conditions right now,
right? So, | nean, it's on the record. R ght? But what we
do dois refer inthe order, if it's done -- |I'mjust saying
I f this were actual |y approved, which we don't know yet. But
iIf it were, there's a reference in the order to the
conditions that have been agreed to.

However, what | know we're going to want to see
now, M. Tunmmonds, is an MOUwith all the conditions |isted
in one exhibit that the ANC can refer to -- or | should say
that the Board can refer to when we're actual |y goi ng t hr ough
this analysis as to whether or not we believe you're neeting
the standard for criteria, whether or not we think that
you're nmeeting criteriafor this application. So that's just
anot her item of note.

So okay. Do ny other fellow Board nmenbers have
any questions? And I'll conme back to you, Comm ssioner, when
you had your hand up there -- Hi ggins. Does ny Board nenbers
have any questions for the Comm ssioners?

Okay. Comm ssi oner Higgins, you had sonething to
say?
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MR HGAENS: | just -- yeah. |If either of these
I s anenable to us, |I'mwondering, would your Board draft its
own MOU for us, or are you asking us to draft an MOU for you
to approve?

BZA CHAIR HILL: |'m asking the Applicant.

MR H GA NS Ckay.

BZA CHAIR HILL: So go put together an MOU and
exhi bit, and you guys can take a look at it. And all they're
going to do is they're just going to cut and paste all the
conditions that you all agreed to already and charge the
school a couple hours and drop it into the exhibit. So
that's how that's going to work.

Ckay. Let's see. Ckay. Nobody has any nore
guestions of them

M . Donohue, do you have any questions of the
Conmi ssi oners?

MR. DONOHUE: No, sir.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Al right. So, then, |
'malittle hesitant to try and do this. But what do you all

want to do? You all want to do lunch, or do you all want to

try to get through -- well, we can try to go through the
Ofice of Planning. |'ve already |lost DDOT. Wy don't we
try to get through Ofice of Planning, and then we'll take

| unch? And then we'll cone back for the party status. Does

t hat sound appropriate?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

131

Ckay. M. Thomas, could you introduce yourself
for the record, please?

MS. THOVAS: Yes. Good afternoon, M. Chair,
menbers of the Board. Karen Thomas presenting OP's
recommendation for Application 2063 of Miret School's
athletic field.

We reviewed this special exception according to
the criteria outlined under Subtitle U, Section 203.1(m;
Subtitle X, Section 104 -- and that would be for the
educational wuse, including an athletic field -- and from
Subtitle C, Section 710, to permt the |ocation of required
parking in the front yard of the property at 5901 U ah Avenue
Nor t hwest .

W reviewed this application on itenms the
Applicant had to address for us in order to mtigate what we
bel i eve woul d be adverse inpacts should the field be all owed
to operate in the neighborhood, including both staff and
students that nmay be using the field at any one tine, the
intensity of its use, the noise, parking, traffic, stornmnater
managenment, tree preservation and protection, and the
visibility from public space around the nei ghbor hood.

Il will just touch and highlight on just the nmain
point as addressed in OP's report. Everything is in OPs
report. | wouldn't go in depth into it. The maxi num anount
of students using the field at any one tinme is not expected
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to exceed 60 players. And so we wanted to know about the
intensity of use since the field wll be |eased to other
sports group.

And the Applicant provided a detailed breakdown
of usage by students and other group, as we've seen here in
Exhibit 184(e). The Applicant went through that, so | won't.
But the nmain takeaway for OP was that usage breakdown for the
year showed that the field wll be open for 64 percent of
(i naudi bl e) during the daylight hours, and OP is supportive
of the field use by youth sports as District schools in all
wards coul d benefit fromuse of this field.

Wth respect to the noise, since the property
directly abuts the rear yard of four residences, one of which
fronts on Nebraska Avene and the other three fronting 28th
Street, we were concerned about mtigation of noise since
there would be up to 86, and during |arger ganme events, we
woul d have -- 100 or nore attendees could be present.

The Applicant has agreed to prevent the use of any
sound anplification devices during ganes or anytinme during
the use of the premses. And this would be a condition of
approval by both OP and ANC s recomrendati ons. W believe
that the site design, including the seating position
sout hwest of the site along with proposed retaining walls for
| andscapi ng and with shrubbery -- these el enments of design
should be to mtigate noise fromunanplified voices.
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Wth respect to traffic nmanagenent and on-site
par ki ng, 48 on-site parking spaces are proposed with a new
curb cut, with the closure of one al ong Nebraska Avenue and
100-f eet curbside drop-off/pickup area for buses.

The Applicant's CTRwas extensively di scussed here
this nmorning, and I would not go over that. Suffice it to
say that we understand that the Applicant has agreed to
DDOT' s recommendati ons regarding a TDM pl an and operations
pl an, along with continued coordination for the life of the
proj ect.

Wth stormwat er managenent, presently there are
no storm pipes or other infrastructure to divert stornmnater
fromthe hi ghest area northwest of the site draining into the
properties to the east. And the systemwoul d be designed to
neet a 25-year stormevent whi ch exceeds DOEE' s requirenents.
The stormmater infrastructure, including its bioretention
facility hear the parking area, woul d be designed to mtigate
any floodi ng of nearby and abutting hones.

DDOT" s Urban Forestry arborist is going to work
with the Applicant's arborist to ensure that trees that are
proposed to be renoved, particularly heritage trees, would
survive, and their report is included with DDOT's report on
pages 7 and 8.

Wth respect to the parking | ocation, we find that
the irregularly shaped property with vari abl e t opography does
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not feasibly permt the | ocation of parking anywhere el se on
the lot. Wile there's alley access around portions of the
property, access to and from those alleys is -- of that
alley, rather -- is not desirable by residential owners who
woul d share the alley with the athletic facility, due to
safety concerns.

The proposed |ocation would be convenient and
woul d reduce pedestrian and vehicle conflicts that may occur
in a narrow 15-feet-wide alley, particularly for two-way
traffic during gane days. And we have asked the Applicant
t o provi de addi ti onal screeni ng through evergreen | andscapi ng
to shield the view of the area from abutting hones to the
east, and they agreed to do so.

Overal |, when revi ewi ng whet her t he proposal woul d
be in harnony with the general purpose and intent of the
regul ati ons under Subtitles U, Section 203, and X 104, the
Appl i cant has denonstrated that the proposed facility would
i nclude mtigation nmeasures that OP requested and al so by the
comruni ty, which would be designed to prevent the use from
becom ng obj ecti onabl e to adj oi ni ng or nearby properties due
to noise, traffic, and otherw se objectionable conditions.

There were several revisions made to the original
pl an based on OP's and conmunity concerns and addressed in
our report on pages 3 and 4 and highlighted, again, in the
Applicant's subm ssion here today, particularly of Exhibit
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184(c). Al though it's not a desired parking location, it
woul d satisfy the intent, which would be to reduce the area's
visibility frompublic space wth anpl e | andscapi ng to screen
its view fromresidential and public spaces.

Wth respect to whether it wll adversely affect
t he use of nei ghboring properties, again, the conditions that
the Applicant has agreed to wth the ANC based on community
concerns, we believe, would qualify the mtigation el enents,
whi ch are intended to protect the nei ghboring properties and
t he nei ghbor hood overall

And with that, | would end here, and | woul d be
happy to take any questions. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay. Does the Board have any

guestions of the O fice of Planning?

Al'l right. Does the party in opposition have any
guestions of the O fice of Planning?

MR, DONOHUE: Just a coupl e questions, M. Chair.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Sure. Go ahead, M. Donohue.

MR, DONCHUE: Ms. Thomas, earlier today, there was
a di scussi on about the AG opinion that was submtted in the
record on March the 8th. Wre you at the hearing at that
time?

MS. THOVAS: On March the 8th? Yes, | was here.

MR, DONCHUE: No, no. On March the 8th, the

Attorney Ceneral submitted an opinion to the record. And
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earlier today, there was a reference nade about the AG s
opi nion and how it was perhaps available to or -- the OP
m ght have had an opinion on that.

So | guess ny questionis this. It's Exhibit 268.
Does the O fice of Planning have an opinion on the AG s bri ef
submtted in --

M5. THOVAS: W received that neno yesterday. W
have no opinion at this time. W have relied on the Zoning
Adm nistrator's determnation that this is a special
exception use.

VR,  DONOHUE: So let's talk about that because
earlier today, we heard that the Zoning Adm nistrator had
made such a determination. W haven't had the benefit of
seeing that determ nation. Has OP seen it?

M5. THOVAS: It was cc'd to OP.

MR, DONOHUE: What was it dated? Do you know?

M5. THOVAS: Yest erday we inquired again. But
this application was self-certified, so we had to go on what
was sel f-certified.

MR, DONCHUE: Understood. Understood. |'masking
about the AG s opinion, and this is just a foll ow up question
here. We, Friends of the Field, have taken the position that
t he use proposed by Maret is an accessory use, accessory to
private school that's |ocated sone three mles away. Does
the Ofice of Planning have an opinion on that position?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

137

M5. THOMAS: No -- this is an educati onal use, as
the definition, and it is zoning regulations. And that's how
we viewit.

MR, DONOHUE: All right.

M5.  THOVAS: The definition includes both
facilities as an educational use.

MR, DONOHUE: |'"'m asking a slightly different
questi on. W take the position that it's accessory to a
private school. And inasnuch as it's accessory, we chall enge
whet her it neets the standards that it be | ocated on t he sane
lot. Do you have an opinion on that position?

MS. THOVAS: No. No, | don't. We have had
situations where di fferent schools have fiel ds and use fields
that are not adjacent to their school, but it's an
educati onal use as defined by the regul ati ons.

MR, DONOHUE: Thank you, Ms. Thonmas.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Oay. All right. Thanks, M.
Donohue.

Al right. Comm ssioners for the ANC, do you have
any questions of the Ofice of Planning? | can see
Commi ssi oner Higgins. Do you have a question, Comm ssioner
Hi ggi ns, or no?

MR, SPECK: No. W have no questions of OP.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Oay. Geat. Gay. Al right.
So, then, thisis what I -- oh. Sorry. M. Tumobnds, do you
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have any questions for the Ofice of Planning?

MR TUMMONDS: No questi ons.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. So thisis what | -- let's
go ahead -- it's 1:25. Let's try to get back here at 2:00.
Let's take lunch, and then we'll go ahead and hear fromthe
party in opposition and have them present their case. |I'm
just --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR TUMMONDS: -- should it be the persons in
support, then party in opposition?

BZA CHAIR HILL: What | think it is is -- and |
can have legal help ne out with this, M. Nagel hout. | know
the order, M. Tunmonds, interns of -- |'mnot taking public
testinmony. |'mgoing to actually do the party i n opposition.
| suppose | could do public testinony and have -- and, M.
Nagel hout, | nmean, |'ve done this a variety of different --
M. Tummonds, if you would m nd not -- | know you don't --
you seemto be indicating you'll let me run the hearing, but
you got the echo going on there on the side.

But, Ms. Nagel hout -- sois it okay if -- | nean,
| was just going to have the party in opposition give their
case and go through that, and then go through the public
testinony both in support and opposition, and then have
rebuttal . And that's nornmally the way | go. But, M.
Nagel hout, do you have an opi ni on?
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M5. NAGELHOUT: | don't. The regs do specify an
order, but the Chair is allowed to vary it, which you would
be doi ng here.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Then |I'm just going to
take -- the only reason why |I'm doing it is the public
testinmony. |'mtrying to get the public testinony all at the
sane tine. So we'll cone back and we'll hear fromthe party
I n opposition, have them present their case. They'll have
45 mnutes. And then we'll go ahead and go around the sane

way that we've been goi ng around.

The one thing that M. My -- can you hear ne?

MR,  MOY: Yes, sir. | can hear you. ["'mwth
you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: (i naudi bl e). | don't know if
anybody's listening for the last case, which is 20505. I

don't know how this is going because this is already taking
| onger than | had anticipated. But I'mtrying to do this as
expeditiously as possible so that the Board can hear the
testinmony of all the parties inthis case. So, M. My, 'l
reach out to you.

So, you guys, let's try to cone back at 2:00 if
that's good. Ckay? All right, everyone. Have a nice |unch.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the
record at 1:26 p.m and resuned at 2:07 p.m)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Al right. M. Donohue, |I'm
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going to put 45 mnutes on the clock there, and you can go
ahead and --

Ch, M. My, if you could call us back in?

MR MOY: Thank you, M. Chairman.

The BZA has returned to its public hearing session
after a lunch recess, and the tine is now at or about 7:07
-- or rather, 2:07 p.m

BZA CHAIR H LL: Okay. Geat. Thank you.

Al right, M. Donohue, you can go ahead and begin
whenever you |ike.

MR.  DONCHUE: |'"'m going to hand the m crophone
over to M. Sherman, who is the | ead of Friends of the Fi el d.

MR. SHERMAN. Geat. Thank you, Ed.

And thank you, Chairman Hi |l and Menbers of the
Boar d.

I, first, want to say that we are very grateful
to the Board of Zoning Readjustnent to give us this
opportunity to speak. W're very grateful to have party
st at us.

What we're going to try to do in our 45 m nutes
is tell you who we are; tell you why we're here; tell you are
what our concerns are, and then, share wth you an
alternative vision for how this property m ght be devel oped
in away that could satisfy all parties. So, that's what we
have up for you.
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If we could pull up the presentation, that would
be great, our PowerPoint. W'Il go to the first slide. |If
you can go down to the next slide? Al right, the next
slide, and the next slide.

So, who we are. Now, | recall that, M. Bl ake,
| think it was you, if I'mrecalling correctly, when the
heari ng took place in January for our party status, you asked
us about the nenbers of our conmmunity. So, who is Friends
of the Field? The nunber of supporters, of people who are
Interested in this particular project? So, what we tried to
do in a couple of heat naps here is give you a quick idea of
who we are by the nunbers.

First and forenost, though, we're an organi zation
of neighbors. W are not professional activists. W're not
prof essi onal consultants. W woke up one day recognizing
that there was | oom ng a very significant project just across
the street from us. And so, we organized to gather
everyone's views, try to represent the concerns of the
nei ghbor hood, which we've done before the ANC, and as we're
doing now with party status before BZA

We're 267 individuals and 142 househol ds. A
hundred and twenty-two of those households |ie wthin
one-quarter mle of the center of the field at the property
of the Episcopal Center for Children. So, that's 86 percent
of the households that are part of Friends of the Field
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conmuni ty.

Inrelationto Maret, and if you | ook on t he nmaps,
on the I efthand side, we've plotted the households that are
Friends of the Field supporters, and on the righthand side,

we've sinply done an overlay of those who we are understand
are Maret supporters, to give you an idea of the
concentration of support that we have. It's 122, roughly,
in this imediate vicinity for Friends of the Field and 16
for Maret, judging again by Maret's letters of support that
have cone fromthe comunity.

But the nunbers don't tell the whole story. W
want to give you an idea, nore tangibly, of who's in our
community. So, we prepared a very short video we'd like to
show you now.

So, BzZA Staff, if you could pull up the
“Nei ghbors" video, |'d appreciate that, and run that. BZA
Team it's the "Nei ghbors" video. You had it up before, not
“Nei ghbor hood, " rather "Nei ghbors". There you are. |'mnot
heari ng the audi o.

Chairman Hill, are you able to hear the audio0?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, hold on, M. Sherman. I
think M. Young is trying to figure it out.

MR, SHERMAN:.  Ckay.

(Pause.)

Chairman Hll, why don't we do this? |If he can
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j ust pause what he's doing --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay.

MR SHERMAN: -- unless he can get it working,
because |'m conscious of the tine.

Al right. Just let ne introduce to you Eric and
Candace Canpbell, who are nei ghbors of ours on Utah Avenue
and have joined our community out of concern about a nunber
of things, which they express in the video -- related to
traffic, related to the livability, the wal kability of our
nei ghbor hood. And we had others, also, in our video that we
wanted to show, but if it's not able to play correctly,

that's fine.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Gve it a second. Let's just
see.

MR, SHERMAN:  Ckay.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: M. Shernman, we've | earned to have
pati ence.

(Laughter.)

MR.  SHERMAN: Ckay, that's good. | appreciate
that, M. Hood. | appreciate that. ['monly m ndful of one
thing; it's after lunch, folks. This is the worst slot to

beininthe world, right after lunch. You know what | nean?
BZA CHAIR HILL: It's better than before | unch.
(Laughter.)
MR, SHERMAN: Ckay. Well, maybe. W thought we'd
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show you a novie, if it was after lunch, right? W thought
this woul d be entertaining.
BZA CHAIR HILL: No, it is. 1l've got tosay it's

sonet hing different.

MR SHERMAN:  Well, if it works.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Let nme think. [I'mjust trying

MR, SHERVAN:  Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Is it an exhibit?

MR SHERMAN: Well, we could break it out as an
exhibit. It's within our PowerPoint.

BZA CHAIR HILL: W didn't see it in the
Power Point. |'ve got the PowerPoint up.

MR, SHERMAN:  Well, it's one of our slides, but
your team asked us to send them the actual original files,

whi ch we did, because they thought it would play out better

of f of video.

But that's okay. Not to worry.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. All right, let's go ahead.
M. Young, why don't we go back to the slide deck?

MR, SHERMAN: Yes, let's go back to the slide
deck.

BZA CHAIR HILL: [I'min the slide deck. | can see
M. and Ms. Canpbell, and then, "Qur goal...." Is that the
next slide?
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MR. SHERMAN:  Yeah, yeah, yeah. So, if you want
to go back to the slide deck and go back to the heat maps of
Friends of the Field? Let's go back to that. Okay.

So, a coupl e nore points about this. Wen we talk
about those that are keenly interested in this particular
| ssue, obviously, it's the adjacent neighbors -- we are, of
course, those adjacent neighbors -- that are going to bear
the brunt of any devel opnent that is related to the buil ding
out of these athletic fields and their use.

When you | ook at the supporters of both sides in
this, and you think about those that have an all egiance to
Maret, which is totally understandable -- students or forner
students, parents of current students, parents of former
students, nenbers of the faculty, and also, those who
participate in various sports organi zati ons that m ght stand
to benefit fromthe fields -- it's totally understandabl e
that they would voice support for Maret's proposal.

When you X-out those people and you're left with
t he nei ghbors, and particularly those that, in our case, have
party status, that are i nmedi ately adjacent, you see a very
different picture. Overwhelmngly, the i medi ate nei ghbors
have expressed concerns about the devel opnent. That's the
point that we want to nake. W' re 267 individuals strong,
as we say, 142 househol ds.

Let's go to the next slide. Go to the next slide.
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Well, just stop right here.

| want to say this, by way of expressing why we're
here: we are here, essentially, wwth one aimin mnd -- to
preserve the integrity and character of our comunity, as we
say inthis statenent. |'mnot going toread this all. And
that's our main concern.

We are not in any way opposed to the devel opnent
of athletic fields, if, in fact, this were only about
athletic fields for a school, whether it be Maret or any
ot her school. Very likely we wouldn't be here taking up your
time.

We're here, however, because this is not that.
This is sonething nmuch nore than that. This is sonething
t hat has beconme, in the scope and scal e of devel opnent that
Maret has proposed, a multimllion dollar, nmultipurpose,
guasi -commerci al sports conplex that's going to run nearly
year-round in the mddle of a residential neighborhood.

So, | want to pause there for one second and try
to convey the gravity of what |I'm saying. Wen you | ook at
a residential neighborhood Iike this -- and, of course, it's
zoned residential, as you very well know. Maret is filing
for a Special Exception.

This is a neighborhood that is tranquil. It's a
nei ghbor hood where we j og; we wal k our dogs; we bicycle. And
this scale and scope of developnent in the mddle of our
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nei ghbor hood wi Il fundanentally change it. In fact, we think
It wll scar the neighborhood. No matter how beautiful the
drawi ngs seem when you step back and | ook at the scope and
scal e, the magnitude of this, we believe it's going to | eave
an unfortunate, indelible mark, a scar on the nei ghborhood.

And we want to do everything we possibly can to
continue to shape it such that we could live in harnony with
It. That really is what we're asking about, to live in
harnmony with it.

So, we're going to express our concerns, as |
sai d. Right now, | want to go to Ed Donohue, our |ega
counsel, and then, I'm going to turn to a nunber of our
nei ghbors and a few experts, to wal k you through the issues
that are of concern to us.

Because of the scope of the project, because of
the | egal issues, we do not feel that Maret neets the burden
of proof. And in particular, on the | egal questions, we are
t aken oursel ves, by the OAG bri ef yesterday, and | just want
to read one | ine of that, that supports what | just nentioned
about what this project actually is. And this is on the
first page of the OAG brief. It's the second paragraph. It
starts with, "As detailed below,...." |'mjust going to read
this one |ine.

"OAG asserts that approving the Maret School's
application would not be in the public interest because the
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proposed of f-canpus athletic facility is at comerci al scal e,
hi gh-intense use that is prohibited in the off-canpus site's
R-1-B zone. "

That, in effect, encapsul ates what we feel about
this interns of the intensity of use and the probl ens that
this represents for our nei ghborhood.

Let's turn now, again, to Ed Donohue, our | egal
counsel, for Ed to walk through the |egal case. And then,
after Ed, we will go to, as | said, a nunber of our nei ghbors
and a fewexperts to tal k about the i npacts, adverse i npacts,
that we feel this project will bear.

Ed, pl ease.

You're nuted, | think, Ed.

MR, DONCHUE: All right. Let ne get right toit.

The issue here is the understandi ng that we have
of the definition of private school.

BZA CHAIR H LL: | think it's two slides forward,
M. Young.

MR, DONOHUE: We've quoted it; Maret has quoted
it. Andit's the interpretation of this definition which has
caused the AG to wei gh-in.

"Private school" is defined as "an educati onal,
academ c, or institutional use," and | --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Donohue, |I'm sorry to
interrupt you. | told M. Young to go to a certain slide.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

149

Are you --

MR SHERMAN: [t's the next slide, Chairman H | I.

BZA CHAIR HLL: Is it the legal challenge? 1Is
that the one?

MR SHERMAN: Right there, yes, and the next
slide. There we go.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, great. Thanks.

"' msorry, M. Donohue.

MR. DONOCHUE: How about a pause on the clock, M.
Chai r man?

BZA CHAIR HILL: It ain't soccer, M. Donohue.

MR. DONOHUE: "Private school"” is defined as "an
educati onal, academic, or institutional use with the primry
m ssi on of providing educati on and academ ¢ i nstruction," et
cetera. It goes on. "The above uses may include, but are
not limted to, accessory play and athletic facilities going
towards cafeterias, recreational, or sports facilities."

It is our position -- and in this, we align
ourselves with the Attorney Ceneral -- that this is an
accessory use, unpermtted, not allowed under the zoning
regul ations; nore to be appropriate of a text amendnent in
front of M. Hood and the Zoni ng Comm ssi on.

W have an undi sputed set of facts here that there
is no private school on the property. Adj acent to the
property is the closed ECC facility. It shut its doors in
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20109.

It's also undisputed that Maret's canpus is
sonewhere between three and three and a half mles away. It
Is not adjacent and it is not the sanme property. And as
such, it can't neet the standards for an accessory use.

Now, earlier, there were sone questions -- M.
Hood rai sed the question and ot hers -- nusing about what the
Court of Appeals has said about this. When the Court of
Appeal s was presented with the National Cathedral School
case, which it decided in 2000, it had an existing Speci al
Exception for National Cathedral and a question about
expansion of athletic facilities. I'mgoing to rem nd you,
that's not the case here. There is no Special Exception on
t he prem ses.

And it's the attenuation of the two properties
t hat gives the real challenge. And the AG has wei ghed i n and
said this cannot be a Speci al Exception. And as (i naudible).
As M. Sherman has said, it's high-intense use that far
exceeds anything that could be expected in an R-1-B zone.

But | want to address nyself to the paraneters
here of the |egal argunent. (inaudible) principal use. It
seeks to read out the words "accessory" fromthe definition.
W submt to you that that violates the rules of statutory
construction and violates the holding of the National
Cat hedral School .
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We have briefed it. W submtted it. W
submtted a brief to the record, and it's our Exhibit 261
And again, we're going to align ourselves with the Ofice of
the Attorney General, which, as has been pointed out a few
times, formally sat and advised this Board on nmany, nany
cases.

The next speaker, M. Sherman again, is going to
address leasing. And | would submt to you that the | easing
to other entities, the commercial use of the property, is a
further attenuation; it's a further stretch, if you wll,
suggesting that the accessory use is an inpermssible use.

Thank you, M. Chair.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, M. Donohue.

M . Donohue, | nmeant to say, "It is |like soccer."”
So, again, |I've got a little timer going, and, you know,
injury is time out. And so, we'll give you your tine.

MR, DONOHUE: Well, I'mgoing to hold you to that.

(Laughter.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes, no problem

Al right. Go ahead, M. Shernman.

MR. SHERMAN. Let's go to the next slide.

So, on the leasing question, a first point that
| think is inportant to bear in mnd, that Maret references
benefits to t he Epi scopal Center for Children and D. C. sports
organi zati ons t hrough | easi ng. However, these are i mmteri al
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to the application. As we (inaudible), regulations, not
whether it yields ancillary benefits to third parties.

As we just referred to, Maret's proposed | easing
threatens to overwhelm the community wth objectionable
commercial activity. Third-party use of private school
athletic fields is frequently prohibited or subject to tight
restriction, including by BZA orders. Recent precedents
include St. Alban's, St. Patrick's, and the Field School.

It 1s also inportant to know that public fields,
different from private fields, are afforded special
accommodation by the city, in the form of |less stringent
devel opnment requiremnents, such as stormwater runoff
managenment, and by the public, in terms of the public's
expected tolerance of increased traffic, noise, et cetera,
for facilities to which they enjoy routine access. Private
fields are a different matter, as BZA has al so recogni zed.

Maret w shes to have it both ways. Maret nakes
clear the facility would be under its |lock and key, open to
the public only at its discretion. Yet, it seeks a
reputati onal benefit, as well as a financial benefit, from
the prospect of public use. Yet, the public here --
i nportant to underscore -- is largely private sports groups,
to which Maret would | ease the facilities for a fee, causing
daily, year-around use of the property. It is plainly a
busi ness proposition and revenue-generator for Maret.
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And it is that which leads us to note that it
conplicates, we believe, this |easing proposition, Maret's
| egal case, but it's also what recasts the initiative for
what it actually is: as | said a nonent ago, a nultimllion
dol lar, nmultipurpose, commercial sports conplex, alnost
exclusively for private benefit; vyet, proposed for a
residenti al nei ghborhood currently zoned R-1-B.

Now, because of this and the scope and the scale
of the project, Maret is forced to develop it in the way it
has. And we think the devel opnent here for this particul ar
field is unprecedented. And we want to wal k you t hrough now
t he consi derati ons about this through a study that we' ve done
of all the playing fields in the District of Col unbia.

So, I"'mgoing to turn it over to nmy wife, Jane
Sher man, who will wal k you through that.

M5. SHERMAN.  Good afternoon. My nanme is Jane
Sher man.

Oh, can | have the next slide, please? Geat.

My nei ghbor, Thierry Rosenheck and | used Googl e
Earth to study athletic fields in the District, |ooking for
conparables to the Maret proposal. Anong other things, the
perimeters of each field we found were exam ned to consider
how wel | each field was integrated into its surroundi ngs.

Next slide, please.

We identified 217 athletic fields in D.C. In the
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vast majority of cases, these fields are nestled within a
| arger canpus, either a school or a park, and any renai ni ng
boundaries are city streets. |If we renove these nost typical
fields, we are left wwth 33 fields where even one nei ghbor
I s asked to accommopdate an athletic field closer to their
property than across a city street.

Next slide, please.

However, we agree that it is reasonable to ask
citizens to accommodate a field if it is a public benefit.
O these 33 fields, 24 are public.

Next slide, please.

That | eaves us with nine private fields with the
residents in close proximty. Qut of these nine, four of the
fields either existed before or were developed wth
nei ghbori ng residences.

Next slide, please.

This leaves us with five fields in the District
to conpare to the Maret proposal. Yet, not one of these
fields is conparable.

Next slide, please.

These five fields are shown on the follow ng five
slides with nei ghboring residences highlighted in yellow

Oh, where's ny highlighting?

Okay, well, you can just see for yourself. To the
right, you have four residences here.
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BZA CHAIR H LL: They're highlighted on our slide
deck.

M5. SHERVAN: Are they? GCkay, great, next slide
pl ease. At nost four residences are affected in each field.
Next slide please. You can see that in all cases there are
significant setbacks, and vegetative buffers. Next slide
pl ease. None of these fields has any significant netting.
Next slide. This is Maret, next slide. This, by conparison,
is the ECC field with the Maret proposal, you can see that
31 residences are affected.

And there is no roomfor acceptabl e setbacks, or
vegetative buffers. In fact, tightness of the site wll
necessitate netting 20 to 30 feet tall around nost of the
field. Next slide. The unprecedented | ocation of the 48 car
parking lot with SOV, and bus traffic, and associ ated safety
concerns neans an additional 13 nei ghbors on Nebraska wil|
al so be severely affected. Next sli de. Mor eover, not one
of the 217 fields in D.C. has anything like the 35 foot
changi ng grade of the ECC site, necessitating significant
cut, and fell.

Thi s di chromati c renderi ng shows how obt rusi ve t he
proposed field will be. This viewis from28th Street, next
slide. Maret has argued that the proposed field will address
the inequity of field access in D.C., but this is not where
fields are needed nost. Wien it cones to field access, wards
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si X, seven, and eight are under served relative to wards
three, and four by a factor of approximtely two to one. New
fields should be devel oped in sync with D.C.'s ready to pl ay
master plan. Thank you for your attention.

MR SHERVMAN. We'd |ike to segue nowinto further

consi deration of how Maret is proposing to devel op the | and,

and for that, | want to turn to anot her one of our nei ghbors,
Cl audi a Russell, who will tal k about the environnental, and
site plan issues that we've identified with the plan.

d audi a? Chairman Hill, has she been identified, and
elevated as it were?

BZA CHAIR H LL: | don't know. M. Shernman, can
you tell me again Caudia' s | ast nane?

MR. SHERVMAN: O audi a Russel |l .

M5. RUSSELL: Can you hear nme now?

MR, SHERMAN:  Yes we can.

M5. RUSSELL: |"m an abutting neighbor, and
(i naudi bl e)

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ms. Russell, could you introduce
yourself for the record pl ease?

M5. RUSSELL: | am C audi a Russell .

BZA CHAIR HILL: And where do you Ilive M.
Russel | ?

M5. RUSSELL: | live at 5860 Nebraska Avenue
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Nor t hwest .

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, go ahead Ms. Russell.

M5. RUSSELL: Wuld you please (Inaudible.)

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR SHERMAN: Excuse nme, Claudia, you need to
I ndi cate next slide, right?

MS. RUSSELL: Yes.

MR, SHERNAN: Ckay, so go onto the next slide
pl ease.

M5. RUSSELL: Pl ease advance the slide. And
again. |'man abutting neighbor, and an architect, |'ve been
in nmy home for 23 years. The proposed design is sinply not
in keeping with the fabric of our community of single famly
homes. As stated in the code, this proposal should not tend
to affect adversely the use of nei ghboring properties. Next.
Mar et pushes their program out to the property lines with
mnimal to no buffers for sight, sound, and privacy.

There is no field in the city, as you've just
seen, that 1is so tightly wedged into a residential
nei ghbor hood as Mart proposes this one. Wat Maret presented
int heir nodel shots is curiously devoid of the residences,
the very owners of which who feel squeezed by this
overw ought fit. The density of the footprint, and the
intensity of use has boiled down to our epithet that you nay
attend a gane, or practice, but we will be required to attend
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all ganes, all practices.

I'"d like to note that the grey in the field is
either plastic turf, or inpervious pavers in the parking.
The walls are shown in black, heavy black, and the purple is
the netting. Cenerally 30 feet, sonetines 20 feet at the
all ey, Rittenhouse Alley, and higher at the backstop. We
were told at the outset by Miret that they would not
negoti ate the footprint, except for the rearrangenent of sone
m nor elenments, and little nips, and tucks around t he edges,
such as 20 foot netting on the Rittenhouse Alley. Next.

As you just saw, the hill side, which slopes 35
feet fromwest to east will be flattened with high stepped
walls. The walls on the east side are 12 feet high, they
begin just 4 feet from the residential property line.
Per mmnent fencing, and netting is 30 feet. As you can see
the before, and after, the tree cover is gone. This is a
diagranmatic rendering at 6004 28th Street showing the
proposal .

The arrow on the key plan clearly notes it. Next.
The conbination of grey walls, fences, and netting exceeds
t he heights of many of the homes around the site. The field
sends a nessage of an i sland of encl osure, and not conmunity.
This is the viewfrom5860 Nebraska t owards 6004 28th Street.
Next. This is a view from 5939 U ah Avenue, again show ng
t he encl osure of the site, and that's a forbi ddi ng encl osure,
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and it's bereft of trees. Next.

The front yard parking lot, a requested zoning
exception, projects beyond the faces of the hones on the sane
bl ock. The length of the parking lot is equivalent to seven
residential lots, and would essentially be a strip mall for
47 cars. Odinary sized cars parked on the ot wll rise
hi gher than the adjacent home. This is a view from Nebraska
Avenue wth the adjacent hone at 5860. Next. Maret plans
to renove 14 heritage trees, and over 40 special tress per
t heir docunentati on.

And sweep clean a 3.7 acre portion of the field,
and replace it with plastic turf. This undoubtedly w Il
i ncrease the heat island effect with this | oss of vegetati on.
And this directly contradicts Climate Ready D.C., and i s not
in keeping with DOE's goal to achi eve 40 percent healthy tree
canopy in D.C. by 2033. Please note the substantial inpact
on the | andscape, and tree coverage in this inage. Next .
The renoval of the filtering topsoil, and water absorbing
vegetation runs counter to the work that has been done by the
city to capture rainwater in our neighborhood before it
over whel ms Rock Creek.

Mar et plans to exceed the current requirenents of
a 50 year stormto a 25 year storm However this upgrade
does not realistically incorporate the current, and projected
frequency, and intensity of rainfall in our city. The
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possi bl e adverse outcones of cunulative water of the fields
inthe field house, are of great concern to our nei ghborhood.
A good neighbor would anticipate, and design a system to
accomodate a 50 year storm

| ask before this becones a reality, we hope that
forward thinking prevails, and the dramatic plan for our
nei ghbor hood will be reconsidered. Thank you.

MR, SHERMAN: Thank you Cl audi a. And now Chai r man
Hill, I'd Iike to introduce Miartin Beam | mght have
m spronounced his nane earlier as Bream it's actually Beam
B-E-A-M and he's comng to us as an expert as noise,
acoustics issues. So, if we can elevate M. Beam and have
himjoin us, and go to the next slide.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Beam can you hear ne?

MR. BEAM Yes, | can.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Can you introduce yourself for
the record pl ease?

MR. BEAM Yes, ny name is Martin Beam l'm a
principal at MIller, Beam & Paganelli, we're acoustic
consultants in McLean, Virginia, or actually we're in Reston
now, for the |ast 32 years.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | got you. M. Beam | just want
to let you know, technically you guys aren't -- you're not,
| mean | started this at the beginning, just because you have
to apply to be an expert witness, and that's not sonething
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that happened ahead of tine. So, we're taking your
testi nony, and you can tell us about your background, which
woul d be hel pful again, for the board in order to hear your
testi nony.

MR. BEAM Ckay, yeah, |1've been qualified before
this board, as well as the ABRA, in front of courts, and --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: As an expert w tness?

MR. BEAM  Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, well then you're already
I n the book. If you're already in the book, then that's
fine. GCkay, go ahead then.

MR BEAM So, this installation will exceed the
noi se code on nultiple cases. Nonconmerci al unanplified
speech is exenpt from the maxi num deci bel |evels contained
in the code. But since Maret is proposing to generate
income, it's actually comrercial use, and supported by the
AG al so having that finding. Even if the unanplified speech
I s consi der ed nonconmerci al, and t hus exenpt fromthe maxi mum
noi se levels in the code, it would still be in violation of
t he noi se di sturbance portion of the code.

And that's the sound i npact on t he nei ghbors woul d
be | oud, and raucous, and unreasonably disturbs the peace,
and qui et of a reasonabl e person of ordinary sensibilities.
That | ast portionis a direct quote fromthe code. The sound
i npact of the crowd noise was estimated by Maret's own
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acoustic consultant, Phoenix Acoustics, by assumng one
person was yelling at a level of 90 to 95 decibels when
measured at a five foot distance.

They then applied the reduction in sound fromthis
one person to the residence. O course, there will often be
nore than one person yelling at a tinme, which will increase
the noise level at the residences. Even with this likely
underestimate of the true noise inpact of the crowd noi se on
the residences, Phoenix's report estimtes noise |evels of
76 to 81 DBA at the nearest residences. This is nore than

twice as loud as typical |evels of conversation, as also

noted in the Phoenix report.

Whi ch woul d di srupt any nornmal conversation, and
is also well over the noise code. The fields will also be
usi ng referee's whistles throughout the day, which typically
range in level from 113 decibels, DBA to 127 DBA at a
di stance of six feet. This wll inpact the nearest
nei ghbors, whi ch according to the Maret acoustic consultant's
report are 25 feet fromthe fields at a | evel between 100 DBA
for the quietest whistle, up to 115 DBA for the | oudest

whi st | es.

These | evel s vi ol at e t he noi se code maxi numl evel s
by a long shot. The noise inpact |evels of the whistles at
the furthest residences, which are 85 feet according to

Phoeni x, will result in noise levels of 90 DBA for the
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qui etest whistles, and 104 for the |oudest whistles.
Wi stl es are not exenpt fromthe maxi nrumnoise level limts,
and thus their use woul d represent an ongoi ng, unpredi ctabl e,
and extrenely al erting noi se viol ati on, and noi se di st urbance
for the residences.

Consider that whistles are designed to Dbe
alerting, and extrenely Iloud, and get your attention.
Simlar, the air horns used for the shot clocks are not
exenpt from the noise code maxinmum |evels, and are also
extrenely loud. 129 DBA according to the CDC, which warns
against their use due to the likelihood of hearing danage.
I n addi tion, alum numbaseball bats create highly tonal, and
i mpul sive noise |evels of approxinmately 124 DBA.

Tonal , and i npul sive noises are nore disturbing
to people than bland, steady sound, and all these sources,
cromd noise, whistles, air horns, baseball bats hitting
balls, are highly tonal, and inpulsive that will exceed the
maxi mum noi se |l evels allowed by the code of the neighbor's
resi dences. |'ve heard testinony from Maret that they' ve
taken this into account, and had mtigation nmeasures. Well,
what they've proposed is conpletely i nadequate to shield the
nei ghbors from noi se | evel s which exceed the noi se code.

MR, SHERMAN: Martin, are you finished? Thank
you.

MR. BEAM  Yes.
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MR. SHERMAN. Very good.

MR. SHERMAN. Unl ess there's questions.

MR. BEAM  Excel |l ent.

MR SHERMAN: Well, | think Chairnan H Il wll

have questions at the end, correct? kay, excellent. Well,
|l et's proceed on to the next area of concern, and we have two
nore. One i s about the use of synthetic, or plastic turf, and
the second are the traffic, and transportation issues. So,

if we go to the next slide, and then the next slide. So,

problenms with plastic turf, | want to bring into the
conversation now, Chairman Hill, Kyla Bennett, and D ana
Conway .

Under the provisions you' ve already identified,
that they were not regi stered as experts, we understand t hat.
So, | would like to elevate both Kyla, and Di ana so they can
speak. Thank you. And Kyl a?

M5. CONVAY: Can you hear ne?

MR, SHERVAN: | think that's Diana, yes, we can.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes, we can hear you. Can you
i ntroduce yourself for the record pl ease?

M5. CONWAY: Thank you. Sure, ny nane is D ana
Conway, | live at 10600 River Road in Potomac, and | am a
retired attorney, and president of Safe Healthy Playing
Fields, it's a national 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.
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M5. CONVAY: We have an all volunteer build with
no conflicting interests in any kind of sports fields. For
over a decade, we've equi pped comunities, and policy makers
like you with science, and facts on plastic, and grass
fields. | have three points to make about plastic fields.
Basically nore injuries, mountains of plastic waste
pol [ uti on, and dystopian heat. First slide please. [''m
sorry, that's the heat effect. Gkay, skip to heat.

MR, SHERMAN: Let's go back one slide perhaps
D ana, are you reading off --

M5. CONVAY: | thought we were starting with --

MR, SHERMAN. That's fine, go forward then. W'l
just go forward one.

M5. CONWAY: The shocking heat of plastic fields
i s not even in question, even with the newinfills. Wen was
the last time anyone here played on a surface that was 100
degrees in D.C. humdity? Mich |ess 110, or 120. These are
the D.C. area readings, even with the newer plant based
infills, all of which have their own problens, which | would
| ove to address. Next slide. Synthetic turf fields have a
dramatical ly higher injury rate, which has been proved t hanks
to nmultiple studies by both the NFL, and the NCAA and is
avail able in any Google search of notorious injuries.

You can see here COdell Beckham went down in a
non-contact injury, that's what those studies are about, is
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non-contact injuries. Next slide. These plastic turfs are
conpl etely unrecycl able. They have been in place since the
1966 Astrodone, so for over 50 years, the industry has fail ed
conpletely to find a solution for the rising nountains of
dramatically toxic plastic that we are injecting into our
comunities, and | eaving usually in ravines, and back woods.

Next slide, okay that's the next speaker, and so
| just want to -- | hope people wll ask ne questions,
there's a ton nore to say about these, thank you.

MR SHERMAN: G eat Diana. Let's go back to the
bull et points for this particular section on plastic turf
please, it'll be three slides back. There you are. And
Kyl a, please join us.

M5S. BENNETT: Yes, thank you so nuch, can you hear

MR, SHERVAN:  Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, could you i ntroduce yourself
for the record pl ease?

M5. BENNETT: | will. M nanme is Kyla Bennett.
| am the science director for Public Enployees for
Envi ronnmental Responsibility, or PEER, which is a national
nonprofit based in Mntgonery County. | have a PHD in
ecology, and a law degree with a certificate in natura
resources, and environnmental law. | am not being paid for
this testinony, | am volunteering ny tinme. In 2019, |
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di scovered that there is PFAS in artificial turf.

PFAS stands for per, and pol yfl uoroal kyl
substances, a class of thousands of persistent, and toxic
chem cals. They are ni cknaned forever chem cal s because t hey
do not break down. PFAS cause health problens, sone are
carci nogens. They affect the imune system your Kkidneys,
devel opnent in children, raise your cholesterol, and nake
vacci nes not work on you. EPA does not yet regul ate PFAS,
but they are poised to do so, and they are going to be
I ssuing regul ations this year, and next.

Over the years nunerous turf sanples have been
tested for PFAS, they all have PFAS. Industry clains it's
the safe kind of PFAS, but as far as we can tell, there is
no safe PFAS. In Novenber, EPA determ ned that there is
virtually no safe level of three of the thousands of PFAS,
and these are PFAS that we are finding in artificial turf.
We nmeasure themin the parts per trillion, but EPAis telling
us that they are toxic in the parts per quadrillion, which
we cannot even measure.

There are three exposure pathways for PFAS,

i ngestion, inhalation, and dernal absorption. Children using

this field will be exposed through all three pathways.
Moreover, the PFAS will |eech off the fields, and affect
nei ghboring houses. |If you put in an artificial turf field,
the PFAS will leech off into both the soil, and the ground
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water. Dust, and m croplastics containing PFAS wll pollute
the area. Even though industry tells us otherw se,
scientific research shows that between 55, and 218 kil ograns
of bl ades break off each field every year.

Each of these little pieces of mcroplastic is a

little, toxic, tinme bonb. It doesn't matter what kind of
infill you use. | f you use organic infill, some of those
have PFAS in themas well, |ike the BrockFILL. | urge you

toreject the artificial turf. Gass is safer, it's cheaper,
and it wll not poison your neighborhood. Once vyou
cont am nate your soil, and your groundwater with PFAS, it is
yours to keep forever, thereis no gettingridof it. Please
don't make this m stake. And thank you so nuch for vyour
time.

MR, SHERMAN: Thank vyou. Chairman Hll, it's
| ogical that there would be questions, perhaps from the
board, or others about howto maintain a natural turf field.
We've had a | ot of conversation over the | ast several nonths
about this, so we're happy to take questions on that in due
course. | want to transition nowto our |ast segnent on the
adverse inpacts of Maret's proposed devel opnent, and that
concerns traffic, and transportation.

For that, 1'd like to bring in Tom Downs, and
David Patton, who are neighbors, and both actually experts
on transportation issues. | use expert --
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M5. CONWAY: | don't have any idea even how nuch
time | took.

MR. SHERVMAN. Diana, you want to nute.

MS. CONVAY: Excl amation point, Kyla, that was
t remendous.

MR. SHERMAN. Hey, Diana, and Kyl a, you guys want
to nute, we can still hear you. So, let's bring in Tom
Downs, and David Patton. And go to the next slide please,
actually go three slides dowmn. One nore, there we are, al
right. David, and Tom

MR, PATTON: Hell o, hear ne?

MR, SHERVAN:  Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yeah, can you introduce yourself
for the record pl ease?

MR, PATTON: Yes, | would be happy to. M nane
is David Patton, and I'm here with Tom Downs, he's having
conputer problens at his house, so he canme over, and we're
going to squeeze tight for the canera.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, great.

MR, PATTON: My nanme is David Patton, | |ive at
6007 28th Street, which is at the east end of the R ttenhouse
Al ley. Ton?

MR. DOWNS: H, I'"'m Tom Downs, | live at 3035
Aiver Street, with a direct view of what would be hone
plate, and the curb cut.
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MR PATTON: All right, so we have a two for al so.
So, | ama transportation planner, | would disclaimthe idea
that I'man expert, and |I'm not an engineer, but | do work
Inthe transportation industry, and have for many years. The
Maret sports field proposal has recei ved conceptual approval
for a new commerci al driveway on residential Nebraska Avenue
to serve the parking lot, but there are problens with that

approval, and we touched on themearlier.

The traffic study that underpins that, and other
deci sions was fundanentally flawed. DDOI, and Maret's
engineering firmfailed to account for the long termclosure

of maj or roads nearby, and then used the wong base year for
traffic data. That nmatters, because it resulted in estimtes
of future traffic that are too long -- sorry, too |low, and
too rosy. And they also assessed safety concerns too
narrow vy.

| would ask to go back to the nap, but let's not.
| think people understand where Nebraska Avenue is, where
Oregon Avenue is, and that Nebraska, and Oregon together
constitute a popular comuter route between Silver Spring
Maryl and, and D.C. Pre- pandem c, those roads were a busy
comrut er route, but Oregon has been partially, or conpletely
cl osed since 2016 for nmjor construction. And what DDOT
m ght have overlooked 1is that prior to the road
reconstruction, there was a major sewer project that had the
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road torn up beginning in 2016.

Usi ng vol une nunbers from 2017 to factor, and
extrapolate is just poor practice. Extrapol ati ng those
nunbers led to unrealistically |low future estimates. We
asked repeatedly for DDOT to take i nto consi deration the road
cl osures i nt his nei ghborhood, and we were deni ed every tine.
Two ot her inportant nearby roads have al so been closed for
years, conpoundi ng the under estimation of past traffic, and
future traffic.

Bi ngham Dri ve has been cl osed | onger than O egon,
and Upper Beach Drive has been <closed first for
reconstruction, and then t hroughout the pandem ¢, and may now
be cl osed permanently to cars. These closures divert even
nore traffic onto Nebraska, onto Oegon, and into our
nei ghbor hood. Wen Oregon reopens soon, nunbers are |ikely
to be 30 percent higher than pre-pandemc |evels, and 2000
vehi cl es per day higher than Maret's estinate.

| wal ked down | ast night to | ook at the new bri dge
over Pinehurst Branch. It's 30 feet wide, it's a nmmjor
bridge, there's mmjor capacity increases on Oregon Avenue.
The driveway entrance, as this one is proposed, on a ngjor
street with 9500 cars per day, and crowds of pedestrians at
rush hour, that's what's mssing from the traffic study.
Crowds of pedestrians crossing the street. They want to put
curb nubs at the driveway entrance, but not a crosswal k.
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They want to put the crosswal k projections 330
feet away at 28th Street, but that's not where the
pedestrians will be. Tomis going to elaborate a bit nore.
Thank you.

MR DOMWS: Al right, I"'mTomDowns, |'ma forner
director of the District Departnent of Transportation, and
a fornmer city admnistrator of Washington D.C. | want to
focus just on the curb cut. Even at the far |ower estinmate
| evel of 7200 average daily vehicles on Nebraska Avenue, the
site around the curb cut is extrenely challenging. The |ine
of sight to the crest of the hill is very short. You can't
even see the traffic signals on Utah fromthe curb cut.

The natural instinct of all of the pedestrians
| eaving the site that park on the opposite side of Nebraska,
is that they're going to wal k across Nebraska Avenue, not
taking into account from DDOT, the limtations on |ine of
sight, and the average speed on Nebraska Avenue, which has
been far above the speed limt. It speaks to the need, if
this is an educational facility, that this is a schoo
Crossi ng. Oficially, it needs to be signed as a schoo
Crossi ng.

It needs to be pavenent narked as a school

crossing. It needs flashing yellow lights when in use, and
it needs a 15 nmle an hour speed limt. |'mspeaking for the
heal th, and safety of the parents, and children who wll be
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entering, and leaving that site, and that this has to be a
condition of approval if this is approved for the full
operation of the field, thank you.

MR, SHERMAN:. Thank you Tom Chairman HIll, we've
got one nore segnent for about another three m nutes, and
then we're done.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay.

MR, SHERMAN: So, | want to turn to really an
| nportant part of this for us. W've been told by Maret, and
al so by ANCthat this project has to be the way it is. That
it has to be this scope, it has to be this scale. We
obvi ously have indicated we find it too big sinply put, for
a residential neighborhood. Too intrusive, too disruptive.
But we've also taken it upon ourselves to think creatively
about what m ght work here.

Now, we're not under the i npression that the board
could choose between two different proposals, we're not
suggesting that. Wat we are wanting to do is denonstrate
our good will towards what | said at the beginning. If this
i s about a school's access to this property for practice, and
playing fields there's a way to nake it work. So, we just
wanted to wal k you through that in just a few mnutes. |'m
going to turn back to David Patton, and have him do that.
Next slide pl eas.

MR, PATTON:. One nore please. So, briefly we're
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going to l ook at two alternative schenes that Friends of the
Fi el d has devel oped. These are not fully fl edged engi neeri ng
proposal s, these are sketches sonebody el aborated that | ook
at one field with natural turf that's used by ECC, and
conbi ned, these reduce the objectionable conditions in the
project as it stands. Next pl ease. This is the first
schene.

It's a single large, very large, regul ati on si ze,
prof essional size soccer field wth a sonewhat reduced
parking | ot at the end. Fewer car spaces are needed than in
the current Maret proposal. Even the current Maret proposal
provi des nore parking than is needed. This schene shows 45
percent |ess |ot coverage than the 3.7 acres of the Maret
proposal. Sound mtigation, privacy, and visual intrusion
are nmuch inproved with this approach.

This would be a field in a park like setting, not
a field perched on a high, artificial plateau. Fencing would
only be needed around the field, and not around the entire
five acre site. Construction would involve nuch | ess cut,
and fill. This approach sends a nessage of openness, and
respect for the setting, and the neighbors. Next pl ease.
This is the sane schene shown against Maret's tree survey
pl an.

Far nore of the natural site is preserved, nuch
nore generous buffers for privacy, and to help mtigate
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noi se. Next please. W devel oped a second alternative, and
"Il say that these were developed at a tine when we were
working in good faith totry to reach sone sort of conprom se
with the Maret team This alternative shows parking now
noved even further to the interior of lot, and better

shi el ded from Nebraska Avenue.

Locati ng parking here woul d not require a speci al
exception. If this parking lot were created with pervious
paving, it would all owfor underground rai nwat er storage, and
t hat woul d reduce | oads both on the stormwater system and

provi de a reservoir for maintaining the natural grass field.
Engi neered grass fields are cooler, reduce injuries, carry
vastly reduced toxic | oads, and support natural ground water
infiltration, and absorption.

And Kyla, and Diana have provided many, many
resources for further information. Next please. This is
t hat sane schene agai n projected agai nst Maret's tree survey
pl an. Even less inpact on existing trees. Addi ti onal
heritage trees can be saved, and there's an opportunity for
planting many new trees for all the benefits that trees
provi de. This would be far preferable to a fringe of
| andscapi ng shrubs, and raised retaining wall planters.

Locating the driveway here, instead of where it
has been conditionally approved inproves sight |lines at the
crest of the hill of Nebraska Avenue. And as before, |ess
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I ntense use of the field neans less traffic, fewer safety
concerns, and less traffic noise, and pol lution. Going back
to the drawi ng board, as we have done, shows that the Maret
proposal on the table is not the only possible alternative,
even if Maret can overcone the |egal hurdles of building a
commercial scale off canpus athletic facility in a
residential zoning district.

Qur schene, again, clearly not a full blown
engi neering proposal, reduces |ot coverage, requires |ess
paved parking, reduces tree inpact, reduces storm water
| oads, would reduce traffic, and parking pressure, reduces
noi se, and by increasing buffers, would be nore conpatible
with this residential setting. It would tend to preserve,
and stabilize our community, and this city, not disrupt them
Thank you very nuch.

MR, SHERMAN: Thank you David, can we have the
next slide please? And then the next slide. So, by way of
conclusion Chairman Hi |l |1, and board nenbers, here's the fact.
Going to this schene that David is outlining, regardl ess of
the configuration, we showed you two, Maret would still be
able to support 82 percent of its upper school athletic
progranms. Again, we've heard fromMaret, and heard fromthe
agency that the two field concept is an absol ute necessity.

By going to one to one nulti purpose field of the
sort we're proposing, a regulation sized field, it wll
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accommodat e t hese ni ne upper school teans. W' ve identified
themhere, soccer teans, girls, junior varsity, varsity, boys
soccer, varsity, junior varsity, girls lacrosse varsity,
junior varsity, boys | acrosse varsity, boys football varsity,
boys football JV. And we're asking the question isn't that
enough?

And we' re nmaki ng the statenent fromour side that
this is what the neighborhood can live wth. Assum ng of
course that Maret can surnount the |egal hurdles. Now,
finally | just want to add none of this is new to anybody on
this call from Maret, or the ANC. W have repeatedly put
forth proposals to try to enhance this devel opnent so as to
make it pal atabl e for the nei ghbors, to have it be i n harnony
wi t h our nei ghborhood, toretain the character, andintegrity
of our nei ghbor hood.

And Maret has rejected all of our proposals. So,
we just want to end on the notion that we've conme to you in
good faith. W' ve expressed our concerns, |legal, and around
t he adverse i npacts, but we've al so put an alternative on the
tabl e that we're not expecting you to adjudicate, we're not
sayi ng that you choose one of these of course. W're sinply
saying to you that there is another way. | want to thank all
of our teamthat contributed. | want to thank the board for
|istening to us. Again, we're very grateful to you for
giving us party status, and for hearing us out. Thank you
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very nuch.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay M. Young, thanks. Al
right, well M. Sherman, thanks for your presentation. I
don't know if you have any nedia training, but you seem

pretty good. So, | thought the presentation was done well,
| really thought it was informative, and | thought it was
wel | organi zed. I think we're going to try to go through
gquestions herein avariety of ways. And y'all want to check

If you're muted or not, just to |let you know as we kind of
conme acr oss.

| guess M. Sherman, ny quick question to you is,
| mean have you been involved in this since the beginning
nore, or |ess?

MR. SHERMAN: It depends on what you nean by the
begi nni ng.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: \Were exactly are you | ocated
agai n?

MR, SHERMAN: We're at 5829 Nebraska, just across
fromthe Epi scopal Center. W're basically across, Chairman
Hll, fromwhere the baseball dianond, hone plate would be,
we're kind of across the street there.

BZA CHAIR HILL: G ve nme your address again, |I'm
sorry.

MR, SHERMAN: Yeah, 5829 Nebr aska.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: CGot it. So, when | say the
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begi nni ng, you've been to the ANC neetings, you kind of --
did you get involved, when did you start, or when did this
teamstart evolving with the ANC? And the conm ssioners are
here, because | have sone questions for the conm ssioners as
wel | .

MR SHERMAN: Yeah, certainly. So, we becane
involved in this project -- the first ANC neeting on this
topic, there was a nention of this project in June of | ast
year, and then there was an ANC neeting i n Septenber of | ast
year. Maret produced its proposal for community comrent on
Novenber 1st, and then began a series of conmmunity outreach
neetings that they have al ready spoken to.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Novenber 1st of what year?

MR. SHERMAN: Last year, 2021.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, got it.

MR, SHERVAN: So, let ne anplify that just a bit.
One of the things that we have said to our ANC is that we as
a nei ghborhood, we've said it to the ANC, we've said it to
ECC, we've said it to Maret. W, as the concerned nei ghbors,
woul d have nmuch preferred to have been i nvol ved fromt he very
begi nni ng when t he ANC becane aware of the project, when ECC,
and Maret signed the |ease, we would have preferred that
there had been, at that time, conmunity outreach.

So, that we could have provided our output, not
once the project was done, the proposal was signed, sealed,

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

180

and delivered, and submtted to BZA, the first draft of that
-- the first application went agai n on Novenber 1st, but back
intime. So, if you asked nme how | ong have we been i nvol ved?
Practically we've been involved since we first saw the Maret
proposal on Novenber 1st.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, so that was ny first
question. Al right, nowl'mgoing to just turn to ny board
menbers. Do you guys have any questions? You want to keep
ki nd of chuggi ng al ong? Do you have any questions right now
for the party in opposition?

ZCCHAIRHOOD: M. Chairman, if you w |l indulge,
| have a few qui ck questions, and one point of infornation.
First, if you will indulge ne, when you see people you want
to renenber, it's been over 30 years, | want to knowis this
t he sane Tom Downs, and this has nothing to do with t he case,
that was the former president of Anmtrak?

MR DOMS: That's it, that's right.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: kay, | actually left Amrak
before you, | thought so. | left Amrak before you, | |eft
when President Claytor was the president, but | had heard
your nane for years, so thank you. And thank you all for
i ndul ging ne for digressing that. Let ne ask, M. Shernman,
the -- no, let me go to M. Donohue first. M. Donohue, you
sure have cited the OAG neno. Did OAG approach you to
support you, or did you approach then?
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MR. DONOHUE: W approached the QAG

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Because of their new way of doing
t hi ngs. Now, do you think they would have -- if you had
supported this project, would they still have supported you,
or are they just taking opposition cases? |'mjust curious,
to your know edge.

MR,  DONOHUE: l'"'m sorry M. Hood, that was

garbled, | didn't get it.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: It was? Is it still garbled?

MR, DONOHUE: No, you're good.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Did they approach you because you
were in opposition -- you approached them because you were
i n opposition, do you think they woul d have still taken your
case if you were a proponent?

MR, DONOHUE: Well, | don't know. But I'll say
this, we approached them because we thought that this was
a twisted interpretation of the zoning regs. W knew that
the Maret application was originally designed to be
accessory. Can't be accessory, so they tried to fit within
this principle use, we couldn't figure out howthey coul d get
there, so we approached the OAG to see if they would agree
with the position. And as you see fromthe opinion, they do
not .

ZC CHAI R HOQOD: kay, | really neant, for ne,
regardl ess of how OQAG and how everything cones out, that's
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how | believe this whole process should be working with QAG
and the community, so Il'mfine with that. M. Sherman, |et
me ask you about your vision. This is what the conmunity's
vision is, but -- and | don't nean this personally, but I
just want to have this discussion with you. Cbviously Maret
feels like the 82 percent that you support does not |eave
themroomto grow.

| mean they're trying to growwth the newfield.
| understand the inpacts that the field my have on the
nei ghbor hood, but do you think the 82 percent support, the
way | read it, is roomfor Maret to grow, or gives themroom
to grow?

MR. SHERMAN: Vell, in ternms of growh, we've
identified nine different athletic prograns that would be
supported by a nulti purpose field. The one program one
sport woul d be basebal |, which you can see, in our one nulti
purpose field, don't include a baseball dianond. So, that
woul d not be there. There are other alternatives of course,
Maret still operates the Jelleff facilities in 3 over Park,
and there are other options for that.

The thingis really this, as | indicated, we want
to be supportive of any school wusing these facilities.
Keeping in mnd, ECC, when they had children resident in
their program they had children in their swi mm ng pool, they
had children on their fields, we've lived with this w thout
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objection. And we're prepared to live wth a school using
athletic fields going into the future. And we just see it
as an opportunity to reach an agreenent with the nei ghbors
that can work for everybody.

MR, DONOHUE: Ckay, | may cone back, and have sone
nore questions M. Sherman, because as you have Maret now,
it's going all over the city, and this is why |I'masking them
to go back, and | ook at their track record, that they do with
Dwi ght Mbsl ey Fi el d. M. Tummonds, as you know, | have
wor ked with you, and other applicants on these kind of field
situations, and I' mgoing to ask through the chair, |I' mgoing
to continue to ask M. Tunmmonds, in those other cases it took
us maybe 20 years hopefully to get it resolved.

| hope it doesn't take that |ong here, because |
see the sanme things brewing. |'m hoping M. Tumonds, you
have great experience in working with cases, and |I'm not
going to call the nane of the cases, | don't want to jinx it.
But you have a lot of experience in working with the
community in cases. And | would ask Maret, M. Shernan, to
continue to work through this process. Because | hear what
the community is saying.

W have an OAG letter, we have -- | know the
zoni ng requirenents that we have to | ook up, but | think one
fo the things that's key, and | really appreciate M.
Sher man, your group's presentation. | think it was very
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t horough, and very well done. But Ms. Bennett, let's talk
about PFAS. PFAS is a hot item at the United States
Envi ronnent al Protection Agency for the past two years or so,
probably even longer. But PFAS is all that's being tal ked
about right now.

Sonme of the situations that you naned about the
kids, and the fields, |"'msure you' re famliar, you asked us
to ask you questions, so I'mgoing to ask. | think it was
you that asked us. But anyway, the fields, we've known sone
years ago in the city, when they were changing over fields
that cause cancers to the kids, and that was what was
predi cted, or insinuated. | believe that proved not to be
true, am | correct? That question was to Ms. Bennett. |
think it was Ms. Bennett who tal ked about PFAS.

MR, SHERMAN: So, M. Hood, Ms. Bennett had to
| eave at 3 o' clock for another engagenent, but Di ana Conway
is still with us, and perhaps she can take that question, if
that's okay with you

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yeah, that's fine. M. Conway?

M5. CONVAY: Yes sir, thank you for the question,
| amnot a PHD, but | ama retired attorney, and |'ve spent
ten years working on this issue, you' re exactly right about
the PFAS issue. It is all over the map because the science
is inconpl ete, because the only people who have known about
it were places like 3M and DuPont. So, nobst of the
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I nformati on we have about PFASis fromorganizations |i ke Dr.
Bennett's that are taking it upon thensel ves as a nonprofit
to start testing for this stuff.

Most of the information that is comng out is the
result of Dr. Graham Peaslee at the University of Notre
Danme, who is a nucl ear physicist who cane up with the first
test to detect any PFAS, and you have to run a fluorine test.
So, the science is extrenely inconplete, and | would say
sinply that any tinme any kind of science cones through with
sone certainty, it's worse. So, for exanple the fire
fighters are turning up with staggering | evel s of testicular
cancer because their turn out gear is soaked in it.

The dust levels in fire stations are trenendously
| aden with PFAS, and there's just not enough science on the
other places. But | will tell you that we have proved, and
we now have the industry adm ssion that they use PFAS in the
manuf act ure of these products. So, you're tal ki ng about nost
fields are two acres, this is al nbost four acres of PFAS | aden
plastic stretched out, Kkilling everything below it, and
| eeching day after day into the water, soil, and air.

Most drai nage systens on fields are geared to
field performance, not protection of water quality. So,
there i s not enough information to give you a hard nunber on
how much, or where it's going to go, but we know it's not
good, and it's forever.
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ZC CHAIR HOOD: Thank you. And | know a | ot of
peopl e are probably trying to figure out the nexus between
that, and the | and use which the board is doing. The nexus
for me is we take an oath to protect the residents of the
District of Columbia, and that includes health, and adverse
| npacts, and everything, and when | heard that, that's what
cane to mnd. So, that's all the questions | have for now.
But there's sone additional discussion, | have a |lot nore
gquesti ons.

But as the chai rman has mentioned, we don't want
to be here until two o' clock tal king about the same thing.
So, | will forego the rest of ny questions, and | think | can
find ny answers through the record. So, thank you M.
Chai r man.

BZA CHAIR HILL: No problem Chairman Hood.
Chai rman Hood, we're going to be here until late, but we'll
be tal king about other things by then. Let's see, anyone
el se for the applicant? Gkay, M. Downs, |I'd like to thank
you for your service also as well. | know the boards that
you have served on, and it is a challenge, and so thank you.

MR. DOWNS: Thank you.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Let's ee. kay, M. Tumonds,
do you have any questions for the presentation?

MR. TUWONDS: No questi ons.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: kay. Let's see, we did the
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Ofice of Planning. W did the -- comm ssioners, are you
guys -- so Conm ssioner Speck, and Conmmi ssioner Hi ggins, can
you hear ne?

MR SPECK: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Conmm ssi oner Speck, are you with
us for the remai nder of the tine, or do you have to go?

MR, SPECK: |'m hoping to be.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, great. Gkay, because | had
sone questions for you, but [I'Il wait until we get
everybody's testinony. So, M. Young, what we're going to

do you guys, is I'mgoing to ask M. Young to | et everybody

go -- well, how am | going to do this? It gets kind of
confusing, because | haven't had this nany people on the
screen before. M. Young, do you know how many peopl e you can

bring in on the screen at one tinme?

MR YOUNG | don't think that thereis alimt.
| think it will just get pretty crowded. So, if you want to
do like five at a tine.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Let's do five at a tinme. Leave
everybody here, just if there's sonme kind of need for
guestions, and you all -- if you' ve got any questions of

anybody, just let ne know by raising your voice | suppose.

|"m not going to go around the table each tinme to ask --
well, I'll do a bank of five, and then I'I|l see if you got
any questions, okay? M. Young, if you would tell ne the
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five that you're bringing in.

And why don't you bring in support first, as per
the regulations? By the way, the tie is about to cone up
pretty soon Chai rman Hood. (i naudi bl e)

ZC CHAIR HOCD: |'m not going to coment on the
tie.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yeah, well it's done now.

MR YOUNG So, | brought the first four in, the
fifth one is calling on the phone, so I'll just unnute them
when it's their tine.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Ckay, coul d you give nme the nanes
pl ease M. Young?

MR. YOUNG The first one is Aakash Thakkar.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR. YOUNG And then Alison Brooks.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR. YOUNG Edward Gali ber.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Galiber?

MR. YOUNG Yeah.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay.

MR. YOUNG And Frentress Roach.

BZA CHAIR HILL: And who's on the phone?

MR. YOUNG  Gregory Poe.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Al right, let's start, M.
Thakkar, or Ms. Thakkar, | can't see, can you hear ne?
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MR. THAKKAR: Can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, is it M., or Ms. Thakkar?

MR THAKKAR: Yeah, M. Aakash Thakkar.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR, THAKKAR: For sonme reason | can't get the
video, | don't knowif --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's all right, I can hear you
M. Thakkar.

MR, THAKKAR: (Okay, great.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: So everyone knows, as a nenber
of the public you'll have three mnutes to testify. So, if
you coul d pl ease i ntroduce yourself for the record, and then
go ahead, and gi ve your testinony.

MR, THAKKAR: Happy to do it. So, ny nane is
Aakash Thakkar, and I'minvolved in this case in a couple of
different ways. | live in the ANC over in Chevy Chase, D. C ,
|'"'ma nmenber of the Maret board of trustees, and ny ki ddos
do go to Maret, just to share kind of ny wvarious
affiliations. As you Chairman Hill, likely know, and
certainly Chairman Hood knows, |'ve al so appeared frequently
before both of you as a partner in a firm called EYA on
matters not related to this.

But | do have sone perspective that I'd like to
share, given that expertise, or supposed expertise if you
will. A couple thoughts, first, we have been working, and
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Il will say it this strongly, Chairman Hood is probably the
person who taught ne 20 years ago that when you' re worKking
on a project like this, you have to work with the comunity
from the very start. And |'d like to say that while we
understand that there are still concerns wth Friends of the
Fiel d, we have worked, nyself, Marjo Tal bott, Trey Hol | ownay,
and others, sitting in folks' backyards for nonths.

As Bruce said, starting in Septenber, OCctober
Novenber, to try to work on any i ssue we could to get to what
| call a happy place. And | think that the 38 page ANC
resolution clearly shows that we worked very hard with al
the parties that we could work with to get to a resol ution.
| think the issue we're having here, and | don't believe it
is one that is surnountable, is our need for two fields. W
need two fields because, as Bruce said, and as we have sai d,

we need the baseball dianond, and we need the nulti purpose

field.

The good news is, as M. Halloway said, we don't
use both of those fields at once, but we need that type of
field coverage, just like the Jelleff Field, frankly, can be
used down in Georgetown to allow those different sports to
be played. And so, that's the crux of this back, and forth.
But we need the two fields, and | think we've done a | ot of
work with regard to buffers, and to vegetation, and such

around the site to make the field palatable for folks who
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live close by.

"Il also say that fields like this, | live right
around t he corner fromChevy Chase Community Center, basebal |
field, parks, lights, there are houses right across the
street, and I'm not saying there aren't issues, the lights
are the big issue over in ny neighborhood, no lights wth
this field, but fields are a part of the urban fabric, and
nei ghbor hood fabric throughout the city, and | think this one
wll be that as well.

The last thing | wll say around this discussion
with OAG | guess | do have some grave concerns, only in that
-- back to Chai rman Hood, what he taught ne 20 years ago, if
you want to get involved, work with all parties. And for a
| etter to cone in at literally the 12th hour, | know t hat we
weren't reached out to by OAG | know the ANC, who | thought
was the group that OAG was actually supposed to represent,
| had read what OAG s | and use group was going to do, and I
t hought they were going to work with ANCs to help them
understand the process, and wei gh in.

The ANC didn't hear from OAG and if you | ook at
the letters, and briefs submtted by Donohue & Stearns, and
then the OAG brief, they | ook extraordinarily simlar. And
| say that to say that clearly there was col | aboration there,
but it strikes ne that if OAG wanted to sort of get an
under standi ng of the full picture, that there woul d have been
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outreach to all the parties involved to understand our
positions, our interpretations.

In fact, exactly what we are proposing, because
the OAG letter frankly m sstates the nunber of students that
are going to be using the field, the type of leasing activity
that may happen. So, | will just share with you, it really
concerned us seeing that at the 11th hour wth facts so
m srepresented, and without tinme to just sit down, and
under stand the positions, and wal k through the facts of the
case, so all could understand where fol ks were comng from

So, | amhere to testify in strong support. I
appreciate the ANC, and the Ofice of Planning, and this
board's tinme, and |' mhere to answer any questions that fol ks
may have. Thank you.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: kay, thanks M. Thakkar, and
wel cone back, | haven't seen you in awhile, and I'mstill not
seeing you now, but | do recall seeing you often before.
kay, the next one is Ms. Brooks, can you hear ne?

M5. BROOKS: |'msorry about that, | was using ny
nouse when ny nouse wasn't worKking.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Sure.

M5. BROOKS: So yes, | am here.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Coul d you introduce yourself for
the record pl ease?

M5. BROOKS: Certainly. M nanme is Alison Brooks,
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| ama Maret alummi parent, | also happen to be the chair of
an ANC, and an ANC comm ssi oner that has appeared before you
I n the past.

BZA CHAIR H LL: dd school, all right.

M5. BROOKS: Full disclosure.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Conmm ssi oner, go ahead, and give
us your testinony please.

M5. BROCKS: Sure, so today |I'm here in ny
capacity as a resident of Washington D.C., and a Maret al umi
parent. | thank you for allow ng ne the opportunity to speak.
| submitted a letter of support in advance of ny testinony.
And while | intended to address that letter today, after
listening to some of the coments, | feel like | want to
address sonme of the points that were in fact made today, so
forgive nme if it's sort of alittle disjointed.

M . Donohue brought up devel opnent, and traffic,
and 1'd like to point out that many areas of the city have
mul ti pl e devel opnments at the sanme tinme. This is typical in
Washington D.C., and these inconveniences are normally
tenporary. So, District of Colunbiais an urban environnent,
and every area of the city has seen increased traffic, and
par ki ng problens. W all work together, and no community,
or friend of the conmunity is imune to that.

Traffic, and parking are conponents of city life,
and Maret has submtted a traffic plan, and has always
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adhered to the traffic plan that they use in Wodl ey Park.
Quite honestly, inny opinion, | seethis really as an equity
I ssue, and | want to make sure that everyone sort of keeps
that in the forefront of their mnd. Utimately this small
fringe group i s opposing the application because they don't
want change in their quality of life.

And they don't have any regard for the quality of
life inpacts for the nuch larger group of residents that
woul d be inpacted once the field is in operation. So,
traffic, and parking in the city is a nightmare, and al ways
has been, and will continue to be, and we all have to share
inthat. The truth is that the only thing that never -- that
not hing ever stays the same, that's the only thing that
doesn't change.

The city is a place that's open to all, right?
We've heard those commercials, D.C. is open. So, when we
tal k about, or when the fringe group tal ks about the probl ens
for residents, they' re tal ki ng about the sane types of issues
that everyone in the city is affected by when devel opnent
projects cone into their nei ghborhood. And again, as an ANC
commi ssioner, |'muniquely qualifiedto discuss those inpacts
in a comunity.

G ven the financial issues that ECC faces, this
field will be used for sonething, whether you like it, or
not. Whether it's affordabl e housi ng, which Council man Lew s

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

195

Geor ge suggest ed what he woul d have | ooked for in this space,
sports field, or sone other unidentified |ease. | don't
think the Friends of woul d be receptive for any of those uses
that forces themto change their view of their world. And
so, while fields mght be needed in wards six, seven, and
ei ght, that does not nean that city residents don't travel
t hroughout other areas of the city.

It does not nean that residents of wards six, or
seven should be forced to remain on their side of the city,
and only use fields in that side of the city. It doesn't
nmean that residents fromother areas of the city don't cone
to parts of the ward to use public, or private schools.
There are nunerous, as | said before, ongoing devel opnents
in my community specifically, and whether, or not people in
other areas of the city were in nore need was never a
consi deration of this group when | cane before you.

That was not the metric by which you determ ned
whet her, or not devel opnent shoul d take place. And so, for
the record, | want it to be known that | found that
particul ar comrent extrenely offensive to ne personally, and
to others that were rai sed, and natives of wards si x, seven,
and eight. But | think it's very telling of the sense of
entitlement that the neighbors in this community often
express, and that |'ve heard themexpress in prior neetings.

And this is probably, quite honestly, the only
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occasi on where this group woul d be concerned about children
that are living in ward seven, and eight today. It was
di si ngenuous, it was hypocritical, and it was insulting.
Considering M. Beanis testinony, |I'd |[ike to nention that
WIlson Hi gh School, which is just up the street, has an
outdoor field which Maret has often used in the past, and it
wasn't disturbing to the quality of life of those residents,
and as the nother of a division one football player, | was
one of those parents that was out there shouting, and
scream ng, and ringing cow bells.

So, unfortunately |I think that there is an over
exaggeration of the noise inpact to their quality of life.
More specifically, it'sinportant toreiterate that Maret has
a track record of being a good, and transparent neighbor,
currently located in a D.C. neighborhood, nuch |ike the
proposed | ocation, the canpus is regularly used by external
groups, the conmunity, et cetera.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Commi ssi oner?

M5. BROOKS: Yes?

BZA CHAIR HILL: See if you can help wap it up
for me, because | think --

M5. BROOKS: Yes, thisis ny last bit, | prom se.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

M5. BROOKS: Last little bit. | lost track of
where | was, but that was my last little bit, so I'll just
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end there.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, thank you Conm ssioner
Brooks. Al right, next person | got here is M. @Gliber.

MR GALI BER: Yes, good afternoon, can you hear
me okay?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes.

MR GALI BER: Very good. Good afternoon everyone.
My nane is Edward Galiber, | reside at 1742 Holly Street,
Nort hwest Washi ngton D.C., just across the park. | aman ECC
board nenber, and |' man urban school psychol ogist, and | was
t he psychol ogi st for the Episcopal Center for Children for
three years. And also before that was the placenent
specialist for D.C. Public Schools for ten years. And
Epi scopal Center for Children has been a critical el ement of
education for the city.

For not just D.C., but Maryland, and Virginia as
wel | for its unique approach to educati ng speci al needs ki ds.
This project facilitates the reopening of the Episcopal
Center for Children, and | know that this board is
particularly dealing with the Maret project, but |I am here
to be supportive of the project, because it facilitates the

openi ng of the Episcopal Center for Children, and | hope

that's brought in as part of the decision. That's all |
have, thank you.
BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank vyou. The next is M.
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Roach?

M5. ROACH: Yes, Frentress Roach, hi, howare you?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Good, can you i ntroduce yourself
for the record pl ease?

M5. ROACH Yes, ny nane is Frentress Roach, | am
a DC resident, and | amin support of Episcopal Center for
Children, as | was a part of a child that went attended their
school from 2009 to 2014. And their school is critical to
the community, to the D.C. area in support of just having a
speci al i zed educati on school systemthat supports, and gives

a therapeutic environment to help students with disabled

needs.

My daughter has actually transiti oned out, and she
now attends Wl son, whichis still inthe cormunity, and she
is doing well. She made honor roll, she made notes in
support of -- she's not being able to be here, she's in

school right now, but she states that she has natured,
handles a | ot of frustrations well, and that ECC is a very
di verse school that teaches you a lot of life long skills
that you can use down the |ine.

Her reading, and witing has helped her
substantially, and she has exceeded grade | evel expectations
inthat course. So, | think just -- | understand the traffic
congestion, and other annoying nuisances of having a new
school field being put into the conmunity, and cause
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activities that are not normally there -- | think there's a
great opportunity to try to expand, and help the schoo
devel op to maybe nmaintain those trees that are not able to
be mai ntai ned the sane as other areas.

O, because of |ack of funding, or whatever the
school may have dropped. [|I'mjust -- I'mreally in support
of ECC. | mean it was a great environnent for ne, and ny
child. | chose this school, it was the only school local to
D.C. area, instead of having ny child drive to Virginia, or
Bal ti nore, which is a long hour ride, whi ch  bei ng
specialized, that's along time for children. So, |'mreally
in support of this therapeutic environnment staying put in
t hi s nei ghborhood. And so that's all | have to say, thank
you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank you Ms. Roach, is it Poe
on the line? On the phone?

MR. YOUNG | just brought himin.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Hello, can you hear ne? M. Poe?

MR POE: M. Chair, can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes, can you hear ne?

MR. POE: Yes sir, | apologize (Inaudible.) my
| proceed?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Can you introduce yourself for
t he record?

MR. PCE: Yes, thank you. M nane is Gegory Poe.
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My wi fe, Sunita Duggal, and | have |ived at 2923 Nort hhanpt on
Street Northwest at the corner of U ah Avenue for al nost 15
years. Qur house is one bl ock down on the west side of U ah
from the Episcopal Center for Children intersection. We
strongly support the Maret ECC proposal. It's a wse, and
productive use of the site for the entire comunity, Maret,
and the ECC.

Qur February 3rd letter supporting the project is
exhibit 128 on the BZA docket. Along with living close to
the site, we've been Maret parents for 16 years. Qur younger
daughter is a second senester senior, and we have nothing to
gain by supporting the project. The significance of our
Maret affiliation is that we' ve witnessed, for the past 16
years, W thout exception, the intense commtnent that Maret
shows to the communities with which it's invol ved.

Qur nei ghbor hood should wel cone Maret. ' ve
attended every ANC neeting since Decenber regarding this
proj ect . Every Maret office hours neeting. The February
26t h, DDOT public space committee neeting, and the February
21st, and 23rd so called town hall as convened by project
opponents. |'"ve read every filing on the BZA docket, if
nothing else, I"'mwell infornmed, and | live right here, just
as the opponents do.

Wth respect to traffic, and safety issues for
exanple, the facts support the Maret project, and the
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specul ati on on oppositionis quite overbl own. |ndeed, you' ve
heard this afternoon from M. Patton, a |eader of the
opposi ti on group, but at the February 23rd neeting, he stated
that Maret's traffic study is, and | quote, a conpetent study
done by conpetent professionals who were hired by Maret to
do what was required to neet what DDOT required, close quote.

And today at 12:32 p.m, M. Donohue, the | awer
for the opposition group stated that there is a quote pretty
significant traffic situation now, close quote. And that's
just wong. | live right here. W understand the anxiety,
and resi stance to change that sone peopl e i n our nei ghbor hood
have expressed. The site however is not park |and, as sone
opponents have characterized it over the last three nonths.
It's the ECC s private property.

W |live in a dense, urban environnent. Thi s
af fl uent nort hwest nei ghborhood is part of it. W should
support efforts to increase space for children to devel op
and we should support efforts to serve children wth
enotional challenges. | apologize for nmy video mal function
today. Let ne end ny remarks by noting our appreciation for
t he hard work that our ANC has done. And | nust add that the
attacks by the opposition group on the chair of the ANC
Randy Speck, which |I nention only because they are in the
record in this case, are unwarranted, and unfair.

His integrity is beyond reproach. Thank you for
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the opportunity totestify today. Sunita, and | respectfully
request that the BZA approve the project.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, thank you. Al right,
everybody do ne a favor, and just nute your line for a
second. M. Beam were you trying to say sonething earlier?

MR BEAM  Yeah, | was going to respond to the
statenent fromone of the previous supporters --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | understand, can you do so --
can you give ne a couple seconds, and go ahead, and respond
I f you |ike?

MR. BEAM  Sure, right now?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yeah, go ahead.

MR. BEAM (Ckay. So, | don't renenber exactly
what she said, just that there's not going to be a noise
i npact, she's a parent, and she has a cow bell. And you
know, it's well over the noise code. The inpact is goingto
be wel |l over the noise code. The noise code isn't devel oped
so that nobody hears anything. |It's devel oped in an urban
envi ronment, under st andi ng t hat peopl e have to live with each
other. And even if --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: kay, M. Beam |I'm sorry.
Commi ssi oner Brooks, | thought that -- | couldn't renenber
why you brought up M. Beanis nanme, | thought you had brought
up M. Beanmls nane because there was a little bit of
controversy to the conment.
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M5. BROCKS: No.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's why | was giving M. Beam
an opportunity to comrent back. So, M. Beam we'll cone
back to you, it was concerning the testinony for the sound
mtigation, and | appreciate the conmm ssioner for allow ng
me to just clean this up in ny mnd, because | wanted to nmake
sure there was -- as everybody knows that does this in the
public, things run hot sonetines. So, I"'mjust trying to
make sure everybody i s as respectful as possible, that's all.

M5. BROOKS: Absol utely.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: So, thank you both for allow ng
me that opportunity to clean that up. So, M. Beam we'l|
come back to you a little later, and Comm ssioner Brooks,
t hank you. Does ny fellow board nenbers have any questions
for any of the witnesses? And if so, please raise your hand.
Chai r man Hood?

ZC CHAIRHOOD: |1'msorry | keep havi ng questi ons,
but | have to make sure | understand what's going forward.
| have a question for Comm ssioner Brooks, and | appreciate
Ms. Roach for her comments about her daughter, and gl ad she's
doing well, and continues to do well. Comm ssioner Brooks,
you mentioned equity, and | know that's one of the things
that through the council, and the city, and the mayor, we
have to deal with racial equity.

Could you expound on that a little bit? You
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mentioned the equity issue, and | want to nmake sure | can
grasp, and have ny arns around where you were comng from
mentioni ng equity.

MS. BROCKS: Sure, it's multi faceted. So,
there's the equity issue in that this affluent nei ghborhood
doesn't want what it doesn't want, and they just want you to
shut it down, it's not what they want. It's an equity issue
because the ability for students to pursue sports, and have
the sane playing field, figuratively, as other schools, other
conpar abl e school s. So, int his conference that would be
schools like Sidwell, Flynn Hill, et cetera.

To be able to have the ability to work out
regularly, to conpete on a quality field, to not have to roam
the city looking for fields, to be able to have consi stent
practices, equates in sone cases intoreal dollars. Andlife
changi ng dol | ars. So, as | nentioned, ny son is a Maret
graduate who attended a division one college for free. He
| eft college with a four year degree, and is able to not
start his adult life not in 250000 dollars of debt, which is
what Wbfford Col | ege costs.

He t hen was abl e to cone back to Washi ngton, D. C.,
his honme, and work for the district governnent, and help to
teach, and represent hinself to other students in the city.
And to give an exanpl e to young peopl e every day. That's the
real difference in a man's life.
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ZC CHAI R HOCD: | got you, and you nade your
point, | put that right on ny list with personal accessory
use, so thank you Comm ssioner Brooks, | appreciate that.

Thank you M. Chairman.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, give ne a second M.
Patton, because |I'm not sure exactly what |I'm going to do
here with you guys. Wat's supposed to happen, well anyway,
give ne a second. Does anybody --

MR PATTON: |I'mjust trying to answer M. Poe,

who i nvoked ny nane.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Got you, okay. Does anybody have
anynore -- well let me do this first. GCkay, so l'mgoing to
try to nake sure nobody nentions anybody's nanme anynore if

t hey can hel p t hensel ves, okay? So, go ahead M. Patton, and
pl ease respond.

MR, PATTON: 1'Il make it brief. So, our group,
Friends of the Field, put on two town halls outside of the
ANC setting to help share things that we knew, and had sone
experience with at the end of February, February 21st,
February 23rd, M. Poe attended both of them!| believe. He
asked me to share the video of the February 23rd neeting, at
which M. Downs, and | presented sonme of our thoughts about
transportati on.

And | said at that nmeeting, yes. That the Wlls
& Associ ates study ticks all of the boxes that were required
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of them by DDOT. That does not naeke nme say that the DDOT
study was not fundanentally fl awed, that it was badly scoped,
and that there were huge elisions in it. | stand by that
comment, thank you very nuch.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, great. Let ne see here,
so nobody's got anynore questions, all right. Let's see, if
-- now M. Young, | don't know how you do this, but I guess
I f you can kind of keep all the w tnesses, can you excuse
everybody, and bring them back M. Young, or once they're
excused, are they excused?

MR. YOUNG No, | can bring them back.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, if y'all want to stick
around, you can, because you're apparently interested enough
t hat you stuck around this long, but |I'mgoing to excuse you
guys for now, okay? |If you can excuse the w tnesses, and
bring in, how nmany nore you got on this side now? You've got
anot her five for me M. Young?

MR. YOUNG  Yeah.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. And if you can nane their
nanmes pl ease, as they cone in.

MR, YOUNG Cheryl O Neill, D pa Mhta, Ilan
Canmeron, Jay Ingram and Jennifer Backus.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, great. M., or M.
O Neill, can you hear ne?

M5. O NEILL: Yes, | can.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, great, could you introduce
yourself for the record pl ease?

M5. O NEILL: Yes, | amCheryl O Neill, resident
of 3619 Everett Street Northwest. | amthe parent of achild
that attended ECC for about four years, and is a severely
di sabled child. And I would just like to propose that | am
a proponent of this proposal, just because there is a paucity
of resources for children |ike ny daughter, who suffers from
a severe nental illness, and ECC was an extraordinary
experience in her life.

After ECC, after she graduated from ECC, and she
aged out at the end of her el enmentary school career, she was
forced on a bus to Virginia, and to Maryland, and to nany
schools that were not part of her comunity, and that
di sruption in her education, and being forced out of the
District of Colunbia was devastating for her, and on top of
many other illnesses. And sol'malittle bit surprised that
so much of this hearing has been about traffic, and parKking,
and the Maret school.

Because in ny mnd, this is about preserving an
enornous gemin the District of Colunbia, that wel cones in,
and educates, and inproves a very, very disadvantaged
popul ati on of young children with severe enotional, and
behavi oral disabilities. And | just can't say enough about
how it's inproved her. And a part of it has not only to do
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with the extraordinary staff that they had, which we hope
w Il conme back sonme day, but also the extraordinary quality
of the place, which no one has tal ked about.

Yes, it's a beautiful canmpus, the open space that

Is part of that canmpus wll be preserved in this proposal,
and it wll also help in the funds that it will provide for
ECC to reopen their doors again, which wll be an

extraordinary thing for the children of the District of
Col unbia, who will no | onger need to ride on buses for hours,
and hours to Virginia, or Maryland to attain education. So,
| strongly support this application, and inplore you to do
so. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you Ms. O Neill, thanks for
your testinony. M. Mehta, is it Mehta? Ws there Mehta
sonewher e?

M5. MEHTA: It is, yes, hi.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Hi, could you introduce yourself
for the record? Yes, please.

MS. MEHTA: Yes, sure. M nane is Dipa Mehta, and
| am conmm ssi oner for ANC 3F03.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, Comm ssioner Mehta, you'll
have three m nutes, and the clock is there, and you can begin
whenever you like.

M5. MEHTA: G eat, thank you, thanks. Thank you,
and thank you nenbers of the Board of Zoning Adjustnent for
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the opportunity to speak today. | amhere today to share ny
perspective as a ward three ANC conmm ssioner, because |
bel i eve that there are several conpelling reasons why t he BZA
shoul d grant this special exception. Underscoring what the
prior wtness said, it's ny understandi ng that ECC s m ssi on
I's ai med at the needs of children with significant enotional,
and social challenges, clearly an under served group in the
district.

As a policy matter, | believe the district should
support neasures that fortify the fiscal health of an
institution that serves a vul nerable popul ation. As a
comr ssioner, and that's what |'m testifying as today, |
believe it sets truly a dangerous precedent to yield tot he
collective will of nearby property owners regardi ng under
utilized private property. Many district residents,
including nme actually, would love to live near a large
undevel oped green space for which they do not pay taxes, and
whi ch they do not otherw se support, or maintain.

But that sinply cannot be the standard of review
for the BZA. The fact is that this project is the subject
of an agreenent between private parties on privately owned
| and. When | did a google search of athletic fields in ward
three, | couldn't find a single field that was not | ocated
either directly adjacent to, or across from private hones.
Unless the BZA decides that children don't belong in
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nei ghbor hoods, which is clearly not the district's policy,
t he BZA shoul d grant the special exception relief sought by
Maret in order to proceed with the field devel opnent project.

Fourth, -- third, excuse nme, | note that as a
practical matter, the agreenent between the ECC, and Maret,
would keep large amounts of the property green, and
undevel oped. The residents who oppose the field project seem

t o be banking on their short sighted conviction that bl ocking

this project wll prevent all future devel opnent of ECC s
property, which | think is a highly unlikely outcone given
ECC s need for revenue, and the district's goals for density.

Finally, I want to note that as a comnm ssioner,
| often hear from folks who are opposed to a neighbor's
renovati on plans, a |andscape project, or a new building
construction. In some instances the concerns raised are
valid, because they involve legitimte issues that are

addressed by statute, or projects that contravene public
policy. In other cases, the concerns of activist neighbor
groups are not grounded in law, or sound public policy, but
are instead fueled by a desire to preserve the status quo
that they have cone to enjoy over many years.

Or to avoid i nconveni ences that they believe they
shoul d not have to bear. |In ny experience, comon defi ning
characteristics of this latter group i ncl udes novi ng fromone
| i ne of argunment to another, and when all of those argunents
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fail, to levy personal attacks on those charged wth
eval uati ng t he proposed project while bal ancing the interests
of different constituencies. The Friends of the Field group
has pl ayed out all of these tactics at the ANC revi ew | evel .

And when faced with a bal anced, and well reasoned
result com ng out of an exhaustive ANC review, the group is
now abusi ng t he process by asking the BZAto reject the ANC s
judgnent to achieve an outcone that diverges from sound
public policy, and would block a project that would surely
benefit many stakeholders in our city, nost inportantly, the
children at ECC, and the student athletes who woul d benefit
fromuse of athletic fields.

It's nmy hope that in reaching a decision in this
matter, the BZA will take into account the thorough, and
extensive review process undertaken at the ANC |level, and
avoid yielding to 11t h hour contortions of zoning regul ati ons
in order to achieve an outcone that serves the narrow
interests of a small group. Thank you all for your tinme, and
consi deration today.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, thank you for vyour
testinmony conmi ssioner. |Is it Caneron, is that avail abl e?

MR, CAMERON: That's right, yes, lan Caneron.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Great, could you introduce
yourself for the record pl ease?

MR. CAMERON. Yeah, nmy nane is lan Caneron, |'m
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president of the Maret board of trustees, and have two
children who went to Maret, and they've now si nce graduat ed.
| just wanted to add a coupl e things, because a |l ot of points
have been nade here, so | won't say what others have said.
Clearly, all the city agencies have concluded that this
project will not have an adverse, or objectional inpact on

the area, and that's inportant to renenber.

| ] ust want ed, there's been a | ot of
m srepresentation fromFriends of the Field, I'll just draw
a couple of exanples. It was stated by one w tness that

whi stles would be used throughout the day on the field,
conplete msrepresentation if you look at the proposed
schedul e for field use that was i ncluded i n our presentation.
The | awyer for Friends of the Field characterized activities
on the field by outside groups as bei ng janborees, and soccer

t our nanent s.

Agai n, conplete m scharacterization. In fact,
with our agreenent with the ANC, we will not be holding,
neither Maret, nor other users will be holding any kind of
events like that, it's conpletely contained to individual
sporting events. At one point, one of the witnesses for the
Friends of the Field said that a bat hitting a ball woul d be
an obj ectionabl e i npact, would it exceed sound barriers. And
as a resident of the city, | was appalled that we are sayi ng
basi cally soneone playing baseball is exceeding the noise
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| aws of this city.

That's 1 ncredible. Meanwhile, |'m sure nany
nei ghbors, not only inthis area, but all across the city use
new electric leaf blowers regularly. | think we just have
to have a little bit of proportion when we're tal king about
this project. W've worked wth the ANC, we've worked with
t he nei ghbors, we have a long list of conditions which we've
agreed to by the ANCto be in aligned wth the nei ghborhood.
We' ve shown incredi bl e open approach to our nei ghbors.

Havi ng a nunber of neetings with our neighbors,
ANC neeti ngs, i nformati on sessions, and we are good
nei ghbors, and | think we have to approach this project in
line with what Conmi ssioner Mehta just stated, that this is
inline with so many regulations in the city. And finally,
| just want to add one thing, Friends of the Field cited the
Ready2Pl ay strategic plan for DPR And it's true that
Ready2Pl ay is a guiding docunent for DPR

In the Ready2Pl ay survey of ward four residents,
ward four residents overwhelnmngly expressed a desire for
nore recreational fields, including nulti use fields such as
this. Moreover nore than 30 percent of those ward four
residents who participated in the survey said they used
school facilities for their recreation. And finally when
asked to identify additional recreation sports in ward four,
the ECC property was identified nultiple times by
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respondents, nore than any other |ocation in the ward, and
certainly west of the park.

And this goes to the bottomline, residents in
ward four, in fact across the city, realize that nore fields,
whet her they're owned by schools, or operated by DPR are
needed, especially west of Rock Creek Park. Thank you very
much.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank you M. Caneron. Al
right, next witness, is it |Ingranf

MR | NGRAM Yes, hi, how are you? So, |'m Jay
Ingram | live in the 3100 block of Quesada Street, so |
woul d consi der nyself a close proximty nei ghbor to the ECC,
and for the record | have two children that are currently
enroll ed at Maret. But | approach the devel opnent of the ECC
property with a long relationship to this subsection of Chevy
Chase, having lived here for alnost 17 years, and during nore
recent times, |, and hundreds of others, naybe thousands of
ot her residents have regul arly specul ated about what woul d
beconme of the ECCif, and when it was no |onger to continue
its operations.

And now that day has arrived for the BZA to
address the future of this land, and w thout question, the
ECC Maret partnership is a terrific solution for all of the
st akehol ders involved. The official record in this mtter
is extensive, and ny remarks can in no way supplenent the
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details, or docunentation associated with this proposal. But
what | can testify to is ny certainty that Maret will be a
first class partner to this region of the district.

Maret's | evel of coomtment, and attention to the
concerns of the comunity, particularly the considerable
effort that was nade t o engage, and acconmobdate the interests
of the residents whose properties are imedi ately adjacent
to the grounds is representative of the |level of comunity
oriented collaboration that is a cornerstone of Mret's
operations, and should provide nmaxi nrum encouragenent to all
st akehol ders that Maret is, and will be an exceptional
partner for many, nany years.

When it's all said, and done, the proposal rel ates
to the devel opnent of a playing field. Let ne restate that,
a playing field. A space where kids, kids from Maret, Kkids
from the ECC, kids from this nei ghborhood, and kids from
ot her nei ghborhoods can play the sports they | ove, and have
funin awrldthat can seemupsi de down at times. And while
this represents a threat to sonme in the i mediate proximty,
who have gone to extraordinary lengths to obstruct, and
delay, | just don't see how that can ever be viewed as a
detrinmental objective, and result. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you M. Ingram thank you
for your testinony. 1Is it M. Backus?

M5. BACKUS: Yes, it's Jenny Backus, nice to neet

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

216

you.

BZA CHAIR HILL: N ce to neet you as well, could
you pl ease introduce yourself for the record?

MS. BACKUS:. Absolutely. M nane is Jenny Backus,
and I live wth ny husband Ed Pagano at 5841 Nebraska Avenue,
which is directly across fromwhere the new field will be.
And | am here today to speak in favor of this proposal. |
just want to hit a couple of things first. W do have a son
who is a sophonore at WMaret, who probably won't end up
getting to use this field, because he doesn't play the sports
that are |isted.

But we woul d have been strong proponents of this
proposal, regardless of whether, or not our son went there.
He just started in ninth grade, he went to Lafayette, and
Deal. He was an active kid who played a |ot of sports, we
grew up looking at that field across the way, we |ove ECC
| think that's the major reason why ny husband, and | are
nostly in favor of this proposal. | s because raising our
child, and growing up i n ECC, neeting those kids, neeting the
teachers, we had a | ot of use on the street.

The teachers would park, the kids would swimin
the swming pools, it was wonderful to see that community
going. | volunteered a lot at Lafayette, and Deal to support
the kids at ECC, and one of our biggest challenges in the
nei ghbor hood i s ECC di dn't have the resources to open up that

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

217

field tot eh comunity. There were signs posted, no
trespassing. Sone people tried to sneak on, but | ooking at
t hat green space, and not being able to let the kids in the
community use it has been really frustrating.

So, | think one point that hasn't been stressed
here is that having this proposal is going to open up, and
they're inside the ANC conditions, which | do want to thank
all of our ANC conmmi ssioners for all of the tine that they've
put into this, and countless hours, we hosted one of those
conmmunity neetings in our hone, but the conditions in there,
that | woul d encourage you to | ook at are increased used for
the community to use that space.

W can finally actually get on that field, and
pl ay pickup football on Thanksgiving, or have ny son, or any
other kid in the neighborhood go throw a frisbee. Havi ng
that gives the conmunity nbre access to that space versus
| ess. The second thing | want to quickly say is that there
are a |l ot of people in the nei ghborhood that do support this
proposal, and | understand. | live directly across, we were
very worried when we first heard about this.

And | think that there's really been an attenpt
for dialogue, but | think sonmetines when people get upset,
sonme facts get exaggerated. And | amconcerned that there's
been comruni cated to sone of our nei ghbors, whoinitially may
have been inclined to ask a |ot of good questions |ike the
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Friends of the Field have, that have not been given accurate
I nformation in response. There's been lots of talk about
crazy traffic, and all this stuff that people are using, but
| really would encourage you to go back, and |ook at the
stipulations that were laid out with the ANC about just how
much people can use this space.

And we have seen the ECC vi brant, the busing, the
encour agi ng of other people to use it. The second to | ast
thing | would really quickly like to say is that there are
a lot of parents all over this city whose kids play youth
sports, who have to drive hours, and hours to go there.
There's a |l ot of people in this neighborhood, having this
field here, people can walk to this field. |'mdisappointed
that there's not nore use for community youth sports, but I
understand we all have to nake conprom ses.

| thank you so nuch for your attention to this,
| knowit's a really difficult thing. But there are a |ot
of peopl e in our nei ghborhood, even sone of those peopl e that
were blue dotted on those maps that support this proposal,
and | really thank you for your tinme.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you. Thank you for your
t esti nony. I'm | ooking at ny board nenbers first, do ny
board nmenbers have any questions for the w tnesses? Ckay,
| meant al so by the way, whether there was any questions from
the parties also, and so are there any questions from the
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parties? Gkay, then |'mgoing to go ahead, and excuse this
group, and thank you all for your testinony. M. Young, how
many nore do we have on the support side?

MR, YOUNG | have eight nore.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Eight nore on the support side?

MR, YOUNG  Yeah.

BZA CHAIR HILL: How many do we have on the
opposition side? | think | have that list, that's all right.
Go ahead, and see if you can fit in -- can you fit in eight
nore here?

MR YOUNG | believe so.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay, let's go ahead, and try
that. And before you do pull that up, M. Donohue, and M.

Tummonds, can you hear ne?

MR, TUWMONDS: Yes.

MR, DONOHUE: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, so again, what |I'm doing
here is -- as you can see, there's a lot of testinony, so |'m
just quickly asking if anybody has any questions. So, if you
do, just speak up after | go through the bunch. But we're
trying to get -- there'll be a chance, | guess, in rebuttal,
and then al so questions fromrebuttal M. Donohue, that you
m ght have an opportunity to respond if you choose to. So,
|"m just letting everybody know that so that we can be as
efficient as possible.
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M. Young, if you can go ahead and bring in the
next -- if you can get in eight here, that'd be great, and
just give ne their nanmes as they cone in.

MR YOUNG | have Joel Velasco, Lisa Brown,
Lionel Brown, Mary Beth O Quinn, Mchael Sriqui, Mke D
Mar co, Stephanie Nash, and WIIiam Si nons.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, this is the biggest group
we've had on the Zoomthing during the pandemc. |'m going
to bring in nore now just to see what happens. So, we're
going to go one at a tinme, and if you all want to turn on
your caneras, fine, if you don't, that's fine. |I'mgoing to
go one at atinme through this. Wat I'd like to say, if you
all can hear nme, is that please don't say anything
controversial about sonebody el se.

Don't <call out a nane, don't call anybody
anyt hi ng, because then |I'mgoing to get back, and forth, and
we're not in person, so it's very difficult to do this
t hrough this Zoomenvironnment. So, try your best to keep it
to the testinony that you would |ike the board to hear.
Because the board's the ones that are trying to decide this.
Ckay, M., or Ms. Velasco, can you hear ne?

MR. VELASCO. Yes, | can.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Gkay, can you introduce yourself
for the record pl ease?

MR. VELASCO. Sure. M. Chairman, ny nanme i s Joel
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Vel asco, ny wife, and | have called Chevy Chase, D.C,
Bar naby Whods hone for nearly 15 years. W live just a few
bl ocks away from the field. Qur two boys are students at
Maret after attendi ng Lafayette El enentary, and one at | east
w Il have graduated by the tinme this project is concluded,
If it isontine. In other words, our car spends countless
mles shuttling kids around the DW given the shortage of

field space in our nei ghborhood.

Regar dl ess of your views about this project, | ask
you to thi nk about what this nei ghborhood will, could, should
| ook like in 10, 15, 20 years. Yes, many of us will not be
living here, but soneone will. This city is grow ng, albeit

nore slowy in the last couple of years. The Metropolitan
Council of Governnment projects D.C. population wll add
anot her 100000 by the end of this decade, and perhaps reach
1 mllion by the mddle of the century.

What that nmeans is that we nust find better ways
to utilize the open spaces in our increasingly urban area.
W sh as you may, but none of us are going to stop that trend.
The ECC property will not remain as it is. You may wish to
think of it as pristine, but a closer |ook reveals another
story. The trees are old, the fences are rusty, the trees
are covered inivy, and rotting, and generally on their | ast
| eq.

I f you really care about the environnment, |ike ny

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

222

nei ghbors claim thenit's tinme to pony up sone noney to the
ECC to preserve what's left behind while we litigate this
away. | believe in fact Maret is doing just that. They're
providing the resources so that ECC can continue --
correction, restart its mssion while ensuring this open
space is available for nore people. |If you want things to
stay as they are, no trespassing signs on rusty chain |ink
fences, and decaying streets, sure, oppose this project.
ECC s mssion won't be fulfilled, sorry kids with
special needs, better get on that train to Baltinore.

Parents will continue to travel to every corner of Montgonery

County for sports, and above all, get ready because change
is coming. Another applicant will soon be here asking for
anot her vari ance. Perhaps for a high rise, mxed use
property, or even worse, the property will just be abandoned.

It has been said here, change is not always easy.

But the Maret ECC partnership is the best
opportunity that has come to our nei ghborhood, and wll be
a welcone relief to famlies of not just soccer dads |like ne,
but al so parents of special needs kids in our city, thank
you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, thank you for your
testi nony, and thank you for keeping it under three m nutes.
Al right, M. Brown, can M. Brown hear ne, or Ms. Brown?

MR. BROAN: |'m Lionel Brown.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: Got you. M. Brown, if you could
I ntroduce yourself for the record, you'll have three m nutes,
and you can begin when you |ike.

MR. BROWN:. Thank you M. Chairman. M nane is
Li onel Brown, | live on the 5300 bl ock of 29th Street, where

| al so vol unt eer as nei ghbor hood bl ock captain, whol e-bl ock

captain for ny neighborhood. M/ wife Ruth, and I, full
di scl osure, are Maret parents. W have a senior, and a
sophonore, who |ike other people said, will not directly

benefit fromthis project when it's conpleted. As we noted
in our letters to the BZA, and the ANC, we strongly support
Maret's proposal.

Gven it is the best option, and supports the
great est need both for a vibrantly grow ng nei ghbor hood, and
city. It thoughtfully, and enpathetically balances the
school needs for playing fields, provides neighbors in the
community, and city wi de access to additional quality fields,
whil e nore than adequately, |I'msure nost of us woul d agree
that given all the stipulations in the MOU that you tal ked
about earlier, correct? Wich, in ny personal viewis a bit
onerous, but the school has already stipulated to that.

And then nore inportantly, we have to take the
need of the ECC into consideration. This is a place that
supported special need kids, these kids have a need. | nean
we have a few people talking for them but not a |ot of
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people in our community are here to represent their views.
I nmean, we should agree that the ECC needs to reconmence its
oper ati ons. | can say as a Maret parent, long tinme Maret
parent, and | would li ke to think of nyself as di spassi onat e,
even though I'mcorrected to Maret, since ny kids go there,
but | know the school.

| know t he nei ghborhood, |'ve advocated for sone
of these issues the neighbors are advocating for here with

t he ANC. And | know the ANC has done a very good job in

terns of balancing all the needs, and | think they're
consi derate of the proposals, of the stuff they sent to the
BZA shoul d be taken very, very seriously. And for these
reasons, |'masking M. Chairman, and the rest of the BZAto
respectfully support the approval of the project.

And we should get the project underway, because
it's in the best interest of our nei ghborhood. So, thanks
for your time, and thanks for the opportunity.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you M. Brown, thank you
for your testinony. M. O Quinn?

MS5. O QU NN Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Coul d you introduce yourself for
the record pl ease?

M5. O QU NN Yes, can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. kay, my nane is Mary Beth
O Qinn, and I'm going to speak in support of ECC. | ama
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parent of a former ECC student, who graduated in 2018. I
want to bring attention to the historic role that ECC is
playing in the history of the welfare of children in the
District of Colunbia. They are truly a unique institution.
They have national prom nence in their nodel of treating, and
educating children with trauma. Many children in D.C., in
t he past have trauma.

And this is going to be even nore frequent in the
future as we cone out of the pandenm c, where children have
suffered so nmuch | oss of primary, and secondary care givers.
My son was adopted from foster care with severe trauma, he
was fully diagnosed with PTSD at the age of four. He cane
to ECC, and benefitted trenmendously fromits attachnent based
program It is based on trust with people, and a child
| earning to relate to adults, and relate to their peers.

So that they react with kindness, and respect.
And once a child is stabilized enotionally at ECC, then they
can begin to heal. This nbodel has been devel oped at ECC to
a high level of function, and ny son benefitted fromthis
tremendousl y. He made a friend, a very good friend, and
t hose two boys hel ped each other heal fromthe |oss of their
bi ol ogical nothers, and they're continuing to grow, and
trust, and hel p each other grow up.

My son i s now graduating fromhi gh school. He has
been accepted to college, he is a National Honor Society
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student, and he is going to study social work, because he
wants to work at a place |Ii ke ECC, where he can hel p children
wth his owm l|evel of trauma to heal, and operate as
productive adults in society, and form nurturing, |oving
relationshipsintheir own famlies, and conmunities. That's
what we all ought to do, not just for children.

And ECCis the one that gives us parents the tools
to do so, and the support parents need to heal children |ike
this. | amso grateful that ny son had this opportunity to
benefit, and heal in this very unique place. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you Ms. O Qui nn, and t hank
you very nuch for your testinony. Let's see, is it Shakira
-- I"'mlooking, Sriqui? I'mtotally saying that wong, |I'm
sure. Mchael, Mchael can you hear ne? | can't hear you,
but now | can at |east see your nouth nove.

MR SRIQU: That's better, can you hear nme now?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yeah.

MR SRI QU : Ckay, you were pretty close M.
Chai rman, thanks very much. M nanme is Mchael Sriqui, |I'm
5232 Sherier Place Northwest, |I'm testifying today as a

comm ssioner for ANC 3D04, and as a board nenmber of D.C

Soccer Club, fornerly known as D.C. Stodderd Soccer. Just

before | start, | want to say for the record that |I'm
testifying in ny individual capacity as a commi ssioner, ANC
3D did not take this issue up, and has no position on it.
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"Il try to go through ny testinony, and skip,
because a |l ot of it has al ready been provided, and |'|| offer
it for the record. But sinply as a conmm ssioner, it's hard
for me to put ny finger on a proposal Ilike this, a
redevel opnent proposal that is -- whose win, win benefits are
as extensive as these. | think that should al so be the case
for those who are skeptical of devel opnent, sinply for the

reason that this is one of the | east intensive uses for that
| and that could probably conme up. So, in that case it's a
win for those fol ks too.

One thing 1'd like to reflect on is that this
case, | believe provides the BZAwith an opportunity to give
i nstitutions space to reevaluate generally accepted notions
of how field use factors into their mssions as what they
like to call thensel ves as good nei ghbors. Maret happens to
be a val ued, and indeed proactive partner in the commnity.
And speaking from the viewpoint of D.C. Soccer Cub, it
real |y has been.

It's been proactive actually, it's nade its nmain
canpus fields available for youth athletics beyond its
student body for a long tine, and we have every confidence
that this project will allowit to expand on that comm tnent.
And it's one of the reasons D.C. Soccer Club is so excited
to endorse it. But Maret is a fairly exceptional case in
this regard. Simlar institutions often close such
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facilities off from community use through conditions in
canpus plans, relief applications, and other interactions
with the zoni ng process.

| think approval of Mret's special exception
request wll signal that other -- sorry, potential
i nterpretations of what it neans to be a quote good nei ghbor
are indeed possible in this respect. | think Maret has
devot ed anpl e resources to tweaking its plan to neet sonmewhat
narrow requests relative to the intended use of the
facilities that it proposes here. It has visited, and
revisited ways in which to discourage public parking on
public road, and al ready henmed in the site's potential, that
even perhaps rare use of tenporary lighting m ght enhance.

So, M. Chairman, if Maret seeks greater |atitude
to expand public access in the nane of youth sports, or any
ot her worthy community use, it deserves to have the board's
support. And again, | would ask that ny full witten
comments be allowed on the record. | also have a statenent
fromthe D.C. Soccer Club staff that did not get in under the
24 hour wire, and I'd like to submt that too. Thanks for
your tine.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. | guess M. Sriqui, how
do you say it?

MR SRIQU : Sriqui.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Sriqui, Sriqui.
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MR SRIQU : Sriqui, yeah.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Sriqui, if you could go ahead,

and submt your testinony into the record, if you' re saying

you have not had it -- you did not, is that what you're

sayi ng?

MR SRI QUI : That's correct. So, | have ny own

testinony which 1'd like to submt. Also the club did not

get its letter in under the 24 hour wire, and there was a

| etter prepared by staff. |'ma nenber of the board.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: | under st and. So, if everyone

woul d Ii ke to go ahead, and subnmit their testinony into the

record, if they have not done so, we'll go ahead, and

keep

the record open for that. And then the D.C. Soccer Club w ||l

go ahead, and keep the record open for their testinony as

well. M. My, if you could just go ahead, and keep a
of all the witnesses, if infact we're mssing their wi
testinony, so that's nunber one, okay.

Let's see, thank you for your testinony
Sriqui, I"mtotally not getting it, but close, as best |
And then DO Marco, is it DI Marco?

MR. DI MARCO  Yeah, |'m here.

MR, SRIQU : Thanks M. Chairnan.

i st

tten

M.

can.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yeah, sure, of course, thank you.

M. D Marco, and thank all the conm ssioners for com ng.

If you're a conm ssioner, good for you. M. D Marco,
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want to go ahead, and introduce yourself for the record, and
gi ve us your testinony please?

MR DI MARCO Sur e. | am M ke DI Marco, and |
am here today both as a D.C. resident, as well as the
executive director of Horizons Greater Washington to testify
to Maret's history as a good community partner, and support
the proposed partnership between Maret, and the ECC For
context, Horizons is a primarily sunmer academ c enri chnent
program for 400 K through eight students in the D.C. area.
We've hosted a site at Maret since 2000.

At Horizons, we work not only to stop the sumrer
slide for under served students in Washington D.C., but to
accel erate academ c achi evenent during the critical sumrer
nonths. And on average, Horizons students gain one to three
nonths in math, and reading skills at the concl usion of each
sumrer with Horizons. W're proud to serve students who
primarily attend title one public, and public charter
school s.

None of our incredible results over 20 plus years
of programm ng woul d be possible without Maret's comm t nent
to Hori zons. This commtnent to community, and Horizons's
m ssion starts at the top with head of school Marjo Tal bott.
It was Marjo's commitnent to our mssion, and building a
better, nore equitable D.C. that brought Horizons to the D.C
area over 20 years ago. Since that time, Marjo has served
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as a steady presence on Horizon's board of directors, and
hel ped our program expand from serving 15 students at Maret
in 2000 to serving over 400 students at three schools in
sunmer 2022.

It's Marj o' s vision, conmtnent, and advocacy with
her fellow school I|eaders that's nmde our expansion in
progranm ng possi bl e. | can personally attest to the way
that Maret whol eheartedly opens their doors to serve our
Hori zons students. At no cost, Maret provi des programspace,
busi ng, staff resources, and material supplies, and yes field
space to Horizons to ensure that our Horizons students can
have a transformative, and |ife changing experience every
year for nine years.

As part of the partnership, Mret really works
hand in hand with us. As a conmunity partner, |'ve seen the
entire Maret community live out their mssion, and val ues,
particularly in supporting their student's success in
connecting to their communities. In ny role, | can attest
that Maret is a conscientious, welcomng, wlling partner,
al ways m ndful of their responsibility to serve the greater
good.

I'"'m grateful for Maret's partnership wth
Hori zons, and fully confident that the proposed partnership
with ECC will benefit the larger community. Thank you

BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank you M. DI Marco. |Is it
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Si mmons, Si nmons?

MR, SIMONS: Si nons.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Si nons.

MR, SIMONS: Simmons has two M s.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Geat, hi M. Sinons, could you
I ntroduce yourself for the record pl ease?

MR SIMONS: Yes, |I'mjust turning on ny video.
| guess |'mon, yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: There you go.

MR SIMONS: Thank you, and good afternoon. M
name is Bill Sinpbns, and | have been a volunteer at the
Epi scopal Center for Children for over 35 years. [ m
currently the chair of the board of directors. For over 125
years, ECC s vision has been to create an educational, and
t herapeutic environnment for young children with severe
enotional disabilities. These are children who, for a
vari ety of reasons, require special education services that
are sinply not available in their nei ghborhood school s.

Providing these services is expensive, and the
funds we receive fromthe vari ous governnent entities did not
cover our costs. The very difficult decision to tenporarily
suspend operations before we depleted our reserves was
heart br eaki ng. When word got out that we had paused our
school, devel opers approached us about buying our vacant
| and, and even all of our buildings. W received nunerous
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inquiries from churches, charter school s, retirenent
communi ti es, housing devel opers.

But the ECC board was unaninously opposed to
selling any of our property. Wen Maret School approached
us with a plan to | ease our open |and, and develop it into
playing fields for children, we felt that it was an excel |l ent
sol uti on. Instead of filling our vacant land with nore
bui | dings, our partnership with Miret provides ECC with
I ncome so that we can renovate, and we are renovating our
bui | di ngs, and reopen the school.

It provides athletic fields for children, and
preserves our five acres as open space for the nei ghborhood.
It would be irresponsible for us not to use every resource
we have to reopen our school to serve the children, and the

famlies that need us. Two things are absolutely certain.

ECC will not be deterred from our |ongstanding m ssion of
hel pi ng special needs children, and their famlies. And
change will conme to our five acres of open land in one form

or another. We cannot afford to have it remain as is. Thank
you for allowing ne to testify.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Great M. Sinpons, thanks so nuch,
| didn't know we were going to get you. Can you tell ne
agai n what your role is?

MR SIMONS: |'mthe board chairman of the ECC

BZA CHAIR HILL: This is great, you're the | ast
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wtness, and this is sonebody who | would have had sone
questions for, sothat's great. And the board m ght as well
In a nonent. | see one person's hand up, | think that's the
| ast person. M. Bl ake, you had a question?

MR, YOUNG  You have one nbre w tness, sorry.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: |'"'m sorry, okay M. Sinon, and
everybody el se, just hang on a second. Wwo do | still have?
s it Nash.

MR, YOUNG = St ephani e Nash.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, Ms. Nash, |I'msorry, could
you go ahead, and introduce yourself for the record? You're
on mute Ms. Nash

M5. NASH Thank you. Can you hear nme now? | was

getting a little nervous there, | thought maybe | wasn't
going to be called upon. M nane is Stephanie Nash, I'mthe
CEO here at the Episcopal Center for Children. 1've worked

here for nore than 30 years as a clinical social worker, and
adm nistrator. Alot of what | wanted to tal k about has been
said, and it was very heartfelt to hear supporters say sone
of what | want to say.

But | want to take this tinme as the CEOto say our
nonprofit, nondenoni national organi zati on here has resided
i n Chevy Chase since 1930 on this beautiful canpus. W were
recently nomnated for historic | andmark status as well. W
provi de special education, and fam |y support to children
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coping with conditions that you heard our parents speak
about. ADHD, oppositional defiant disorder, nood disorder,
trauma, anxi ety di sorder, and specific learningdisabilities.

We served predom nantly children from Washi ngton
D.C., 84 percent of our students were from D.C. Public
School s, and public charter schools. The rest were from
Virginia, and Maryl and. Qur students were primarily children
of color, of which 91 percent of our students qualified for
free lunch under the federal governnent guidelines. Qur
students face many chall enges, and 47 percent had nultiple
disabilities. You heard our board chair nention in 2019, we
made t he pai nful decision for our operational pause because
of the fundi ng gap.

Qur canmpus is silent today, but we eagerly away
resum ng services for our children, and for our famlies.
Some have suggested that ECC s services are no | onger needed.
This is sinply not true. Talking with the Ofice of the
State Superintendent -- excuse ne, the superintendent of
education, otherwi se known of OSSE, it's very clear that
there is a continuing need for ECC, not just today, but in
the future.

Wth the pandem c, |'msure people have realized
the need for nmental health services for children will only
i ncrease. Wiile the District of Colunbia has inproved upon
servi ng speci al education for public schools over the years,
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mai nstream is not an option for the children that we've
served. Their individual educational needs were so great
that their | EPs coul d not be addressed in the public school s,
It was not sufficient.

So, unfortunately while we've paused our program
several of our other schools like ours also closed in 2019.
So, at this date, there's only one school simlar to ECC in
the district. Due to these closures, district students, as
you heard, are being bused. Sone of themup to three, to
four hours a day on school buses to get to their school s that
are in Virginia, and in Maryland. And that, we think is a
detrinment to famlies, because they cannot participate inthe
education, and treatnent of their students, of their
chi | dren.

To reopen, you heard our board chair, we need to
have additional revenue streans. So, our hope, and our
belief is when Maret reached out to us, building an athletic
field, we were excited by the opportunity to align with a
school that we believed had the sane conmm t nent to educati on,
and diversity that we had. W feel strongly that athletic
fields -- excuse ne -- an athletic field is less intrusive
than sone of the other options that you ve also heard our
board chair nention.

The clear benefit's of Miret's athletic field
woul d i nclude I ong termfunding for ECC, it woul d i ncl ude use

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

237

for our ECC students who primarily were in wards six, seven,
and eight to be able to use the field, in addition to
nei ghbor hoods, and the conmunity children. W' ve appreci at ed
Maret's sensitivity, and diligence, and working through this
process. It's been a long one, as you m ght guess. It's
time for ECC to get back into the business of helping
children with special needs.

Qur intention is to reopen this fall in 2022,
we've done significant repairs, and we'll be continuing to
do so. Qur initial programw ||l be 20 to 25 students. Wth
the referral process playing out, we expect that enroll nent
to grow. So, | thank you all for your tinme, and | strongly
encourage you to support Maret's application. |'m | ooking
forward to the children wal king through these halls again,
and it not being so silent. | welconme, and thank you al
again for your tine, and attention.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Thank you Ms. Nash, thank you for
your testinony, and thank everyone for their testinony.

M5. BROMN:. M. Conm ssioner, |I'msorry, mnmy namne
is Lisa Brown, and | was scheduled to give testinony, and I
wasn't called on. | think there were two Browns, and so you
may have m ssed ne.

BZA CHAIR HILL: I'msorry Ms. Brown.

M5. BROWN: That's okay.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay, could you pl ease i ntroduce
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yourself for the record? And then also, you'll have three
m nutes as well.

M5. BROMN: | can, and I'msorry, | don't have ny
vi deo. My nane is Lisa Brown, | am the Mret Parent's
Associ ation president. | have two children at Maret, | have
a senior, and seventh grader who both will not benefit from
the use of the field, as they play different sports. So, |
just wanted to -- there's lots of things that | wanted to
say, that have already been said, but | do want to touch on
two points.

And one is that | feel like |I know for a fact |
have several friends who live in, or near the area of the
proposed fiel ds who have been afraid quite frankly, to speak
in favor of the fields, because they feel |ike they' re going
to be bullied. So, |I just want that to go out there for the
record, that sone of those blue dots that we saw on the map
were actually folks who are in favor of -- while their
address mght lie close to the field, and close to Friends
of the Field, they actually are in favor of this devel opnent.

The other thing I'd like to say is that |'ve sat
on several neetings, if not all of the neetings starting way
back in the fall, and | take issue with the way Maret has
been characterized as a bad actor. 1've been a parent of two
students at the school for seven years, and | can tell you
that Maret, and the | eadership of Maret is very intentional,
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I n everything that they do. And as the president of the MPA,
one fo the things that |1'm charged with is building
community, and fostering conmunicati on.

Maret, at their Wodl ey Park | ocati on, nakes sure
that we all follow the guidelines. I nyself, when | was
comng just for ny tour, parked in the wong place, and
before | could get on the canpus, | was approached, and
gently, and respectfully rem nded that that's not where |
coul d park, and would | cone, and nove ny autonobile. Maret
hosts farnmer's markets, and as you know, other sports teans.
And comrunity, and being a good actor in the comunity is
primary to what Maret stands for.

So, | respectfully ask that the BZA vote yes, a
resoundi ng yes for us to go ahead, and devel op these fields
so that not only the children of Maret, but other children
in the District of Colunbia can use these fields to further
their athletic desires. Thank you so nuch.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Ckay, thanks Ms. Brown. Thank
you everybody for their testinony, thanks for sticking around
so | ong. It's -- you obviously care to stick around this
|l ong. Let's see, does the board have any -- | have a couple
of questions, but does the board have any questions for
anyone? | just only have one. M. Nash, you guys, so when
you' re -- when woul d you open -- you' re sayi hg you' re openi ng
in the fall.
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I"mjust trying to understand the rel ationship,
and | can also ask M. Tumonds, the relationship between
this agreenent, and ECC actually starting again.

M5. NASH It is largely contingent on this going
through. Qur timng, and a lot of the renovations that we've
started have begun in a way, program ng, and planning for
fall 2022. There may be sone flexibility with that, because
we had been in operation, we have what the city calls a
certificate of approval. |[|'ve already submtted that, and
working with the city around any ot her gui delines that woul d
need to be addressed, sort of an iterative process.

So, right now our goal is for fall of 2022, but
yes, indeed, it's contingent on us being able to nove forward
with this application, and sonme of what is being planned, and
di scussed at this tine.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: kay, thanks. | nean it's not
necessarily within the general standards, but | was curious
as to when -- howthis relationship bore out. So, okay, does
anyone el se have any questions? GCkay, all right, |I'm going
to go ahead, M. Young, and excuse everyone. And then what
| would propose, is that the board take a quick break. And
hopefully you all cone back, neaning ny board nenbers. You
know we' ve got two nore?

| don't knowwhat's going to happen now, you know?
So, but anyway, M. Young, if you coul d excuse the w t nesses,

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

241

and bring back everybody who was here wth us before. And
then let's take a quick break, okay? And we'll cone back in
five, ten mnutes, okay? Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled nmatter went of f t he

record at 4:32 p.m and resuned at 4:41 p.m)

MR MOY: Qur Board has returned to its public
heari ng session after a very quick recess. And the tine is
at or about 4:41 p.m

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, M. Young, can you hear

me?

MR. YOUNG Yes, | can.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: How many in opposition that you
still have with nme? | have 26 signed up.

MR. YOUNG | have, like, 16, give or take.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Wy don't you go ahead and
bring, let's see if we can do eight at a tine again.

MR, YOUNG  Ckay.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. And then just give ne the
nanmes, okay?

MR, YOUNG First one is Kathy Abbruzetti, and
then | have Crystal Wight, who is on the phone, and I|'|
unnmut e her, Ann Sut herland, Carol Zachary, Jil MacNei ce, who
| believe is also with Thierry Rosaheck, Jonathan Axelrod,
and Mary Cal | ahan.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. So that'll get me, that's
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our first batch then, okay.

(kay, so as |I'm sure you all have been |istening
t hroughout the day or what have you, everyone who's here get
three mnutes to testify. |If you could please go ahead and
I ntroduce yourself after | call your name for the record.

And t hen please, again, don't call out anybody's
nanme or, |ike, say anything, you know, really controversi al
about any person or persons. Just stick to the testinony,

and it'll be better. Because basically you're trying to

convince the Board that they're not neeting the standard for

us to grant the relief requested or vice versa.

Al'l right, the first person | have is Abbrunetti.
| don't know if |I'msaying that right or, oh --

MS. ABBRUZZETTI: Hi, good afternoon, it's Kathy
Abbruzzetti.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Onh, Abbruzzetti. kay.

MS. ABBRUZZETTI: Yes.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Ms. Abbruzzetti, if you could
i ntroduce yourself for the record, and then go ahead and
begi n whenever you liKke.

VBS. ABBRUZZETTI : Absol ut el y, |'"'m Kat hy
Abbruzetti. M husband and | live at 5939 U ah Avenue. So
our property backs up to the park and is very close to the

field that's being proposed.
So as a bordering nei ghbor of the Epi scopal Center
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for Children, I'"d like to restate our support of the school
and their mssion. But as nore information has cone to |ight
regarding the commercial scale, high intense use of the
proposed sports conpl ex, we've becone alarned and
di sheartened at the size of the design and the scope of usage
for the fields.

Through many neetings with various partici pants,
we've learned that the proposed sports conplex scope and
usage w Il create a negative environnental inpact as well as
create noise, parking, and traffic issues that are contrary
to the conmmunal fabric surroundi ng ECC.

When you conbine this proposed conplex with the
proximty of St. John's College H gh School, which is 0.5
m | es away, the probable inpact of that noise, parking, and
traffic will be detrinental to those who live in the
surroundi ng nei ghbor hood, pay taxes, and support the city.

Qur residential zoned comrunity will be di srupted
permanently by the scale of this project and the intensity
of its use. Qur ANC Conmi ssioners failed to listen to over
150 adjacent famlies and to protect our nei ghborhood from
such a drastic project.

As an adj acent nei ghbor, | feel that our concerns
have not been heard or addressed. So we ask this Board of
Zoning Conm ttee to vote agai nst Maret's request for a zoning
exception and help our conmunity continue to seek a viable
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solution for ECC that is less invasive and nore in keeping

wi th the nei ghborhood currently zoned as residential. Thank
you.

MR YOUNG Thank you, Ms. Abbruzzetti. M.
Wight or Ms. Wight, | can't see.

MR, YOUNG Thank you. | have Crystal Wi ght next
who is on the phone. And |I'Il unnute her.

BZA CHAIR H LL: M. Wight, can you hear ne?

M5, WRI GHT: "' m not on the phone. "' m on the
conput er.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Can you hear nme?

M5. WRIGHT: No. Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: You can hear ne?

MS. WRIGHT: Yes, hello?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, hello.

M5. WRIGHT: Sorry, | thought, yes, can you hear
me?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Sure.

M5. WRI GHT: (Ckay, sorry. You were saying | was
on the phone. But |I'mactually on ny Mac. So | got alittle
confused. | apol ogi ze.

BZA CHAIR HILL: No problem that's all right.
You woke us all up.

(Laughter.)

M5. WRIGHT: Sorry. Ha, ha, ha.
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BZA CHAIR HILL: So you want to —-

M5. WRIGHT: | guess |'ve been waiting all day.
Ckay.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's all right, | got you. You
want to introduce yourself for the --

M5. WRI GHT: Thank you so nuch. Yes. Thank you
so much. M nane is Crystal Wight. | have resided at 5853
Nebr aska Avenue for 13 years. | oppose Maret's redevel opnent
of the ECC field into an athletic stadiumin the m ddl e of
a residential neighborhood.

And as a single Black wonman, | can tell you,
entitlement did not pay for ny hone, but hard work did. M
house sits directly across the street from the side of the
field where Maret seeks to build a cutout and, I'msorry, a
curb cut and a 50-car parking lot along with a bus |ap.

Thi s section of Nebraska that stretches fromUtah
to Oregon Avenues on which | live experiences a high anount
of commuter traffic fromMaryland i n t he norni ng and eveni ng.
And this is not overbl own. |"ve lived here for 13 years.
| see it every day.

| al so see the racing that goes on, peopl e driving
over 50 mles an hour as you have fol ks wal king their kids
to and fromschool. This will only be exacerbated when the
redevel opnent of Oregon Avenue is conpleted in 2022.

Maret did hold many neetings wth neighbors,
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I ncl uding one at ny hone in COctober with neighbors directly
| npacted on the Nebraska side, but that was for PR purposes
only, because Maret did not alter their field plans at all.

Maret inforned nei ghbors that weekday ganes are
expected to attract up to 100 spectators and that five ganes
a year could attract 300 or nore spectators. Many children
and parents walk to and from our neighborhood DC public
school, Lafayette. Howw |l their safety be i npacted by the
significantly increased traffic on Nebraska Avenue?

For over six nonths, our ANC Conm ssioners, Randy
Speck and John Higgins conducted a charade of |I|istening
sessions with residents to whomthey were elected to serve.
The Conm ssi oners have sil enced opposition voices during ANC
nmeet i ngs.

| signed up to speak at a neeting in January of
this year, and despite knowi ng for nmonths my opposition to
the project, and the location of ny property, both
Commi ssi oners gave ot her neighbors who don't live near the
field preferential treatnment allowi ng themto speak early in
t he four-hour plus evening neeting.

Due to ny work obligations, | was unable to wait
until after 9:30 p.m to speak. | cannot fathom how ANC
Commi ssi oners could vote in favor of a zoning exception for
a nmassive comercial athletic conplex that turns a
resi denti al nei ghbor hood upsi de down for a very rich private
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school that is not in our nei ghborhood.

Located in Wodl ey Park, Mret School has a $35
mllion endowent. This has been reported and verified by
t he Washi ngton Post, and a princi pal whose conpensati on was
over half a mlIlion dollars in 2020. Wile | am happy that
Mar et boasts about educating students of color, as it shoul d
In post-civil rights era, this fact has nothing to do with
this EEC field project. Seventy-five percent of students
attending Maret pay the full $42,000 yearly tuition.

Maret wants to use or lease the field to other
groups nearly 11 nonths out of the year. What peace and
guiet do | receive for being a tax paying honmeowner in a DC
resi denti al nei ghborhood? This multi-mlliondollar athletic
conpl ex greatly benefits the rich, private Maret school, its
students, and their parents, as many have testified in
support of the project. How does this athletic conplex
benefit honeowner residents of Chevy Chase |ike nme?

The top selling agent with Long and Foster
estimates that Maret's proposed redevel opnent of the ECC
field will cause property values of hones in the area to
decline by 10 percent. As | have noted, nobody pays ny
nort gage but ne. I'"'m a single Black woman who has worked
very hard for this investnent in ny future.

Final |l y, our ANC Conm ssioners created a comm ttee
to pronote diversity and equity in the Chevy Chase comunity.
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Rat her than talking about this, | would think that the
Comm ssioners would want to put their words into action by
protecting the equity of tax paying honmeowner residents lie
me who actually live in Chevy Chase and who would be
negatively inpacted by this athletic field. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Wi ght.
Thank you for your testinony.

Sut herl and, M. or M. Sutherland?

MS. SUTHERLAND: Good norni ng.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Can you hear ne?

M5S. SUTHERLAND: | can hear you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Coul d you introduce yourself for
t he record?

M5. SUTHERLAND: Yes. M nane is Ann Sut herl and.
| live at 5869 Nebraska Avenue. 1've lived in this house
wi th ny husband for 38 years.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. | just want to let you
know, you'll have three mnutes and --

MS. SUTHERLAND: Yes, | got you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: —- you can start whenever you
li ke.

M5. SUTHERLAND: Okay. My nane i s Ann Sut herl and.
| Iive at 5869 Nebraska Avenue, |ived here for 38 years with
ny husband. | live directly across the street and on the
downhi |l slope fromthe site of the ECC. And | think that
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no one is arguing that the ECC does great work. And | think
no one is arguing that Maret is a very fine school. | think
that we all understand that.

But sone of the supporters today accused the
nei ghbors, the contiguous nei ghbors, of opposing this just
f or opposi ng change for change sake. | think nothing could
be farther from the truth. Because if it were, the
nei ghbors, the contiguous nei ghbors, woul d not have proposed
-- attenpted to propose an alternate design plan for the
field that woul d have been | ess intensive.

We oppose the plan, the current plan, because it
i s too nuch devel opnent for the size of the site. It's very
aggressive use with constant use. And | think we have sone
real concerns, those being, | nean, | think it's easy for
supporters to support when you don't |ive where we do. You
know, when you don't |ive where you can see the field or hear
the field, it's easy to be in support, sure. Wiy not, right.

But frankly, you know, the increased traffic,
wat er runoff which we know is going to happen, and it's
already a big issue in this nei ghborhood, |oss of trees and
natural habitat, parking issues, these are all fallout that
are going to a lot for the neighbors to bear.

And, you know, we think that Maret and ECC need
to nmodify their design to mitigate the effects on the
conti guous neighbors, mny of whom have lived here for
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decades. And the contiguous nei ghbors deserve consi deration
and respect for what we've contributed to building this
comunity. This is not going to be | owinpact on the people
that live right around. And that's it.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, Ms. Sutherland. Thank
you for your testinony.

M5. SUTHERLAND: You're wel cone.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Zachary? Oh, M. Zachary? Can
you hear ne?

MS. ZACHARY: Yes, | can. Can you see ne?

BZA CHAIR HILL: | can hear you and now | can see
you. If you can go ahead and introduce yourself for the
record, and then you'll have three mnutes to give your
testimony. And you can begi n whenever you |ike.

MS. ZACHARY: Well, hi. Al right, I'm Caro
Zachary. And | live on Rittenhouse Street and | have for 40
years. And | knowthat the Board nenbers here have seen your
share of dysfunctional, and neglected, and apathetic
nei ghbor hoods. This isn't one of them This is highly
functioni ng and absol utely a wonderful nei ghborhood. And I'm
going to give you three snapshots of it, if | can.

One, the pandemc hit. And we have over 50 kids
in a three-block area who are under 12. And they all know
when their birthday party is. Wat do you do? Well, little
Mary, and by the way, |'msw tching out the names to protect
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the innocent, but little Mary is first up. It's her
bi rt hday.

Well, sonebody runs up and rings the doorbell.
And when Mary steps out, here is the entire nei ghborhood

standing in the street, stopping traffic, standing in the
si dewal ks and so forth, and we belt out the worst rendition
of Happy Birthday to You that you have ever heard. And she's
tickled. And we're tickled. And so we can't stop

The next kid is up in about two weeks. W' ve got
to do it for him And then we bring in balloons, and then
we bring in knock-knock jokes. And pretty soon, we've done
35 around the calendar. And our singing hasn't gotten any
better. But this is good conmunity.

Thr ee weeks ago, a bel oved nmenber of our community
checked hi nsel f out of the hospital, told his doctor, who was
di sapprovi ng of this nove, that he wanted to go hone to die
in his own bed, in his own house, in his own nei ghborhood.
We couldn't see him but we were told that he would | ove his
cards and his letters going to himthere. And his kids read
themto him And he died, and we wal ked him hone. That's
good comuni ty.

A couple of years ago, a new famly noved in.
Sonmebody nmet them at the door with cookies. Another person
net them at the door with a directory and, you know, the
schedul e of the garbage pickup. That's really inportant.
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Fast forward a couple of weeks, and the ol der kid has to get
to the hospital. It's mdnight. How do they get help,
because the younger kid is sleeping?

The guy goes to the directory, renenbers the nane
of the guy or the famly that gave him the cookies, and
cal l ed those people. And they say, you know, they start to

expl ain, and could you just cone over and cover. And the guy

that they called says don't worry about it. |'mputting on
nmy robe, |'m grabbing ny cell phone. "Il be there in 20
seconds. And he was. That's good comunity.

Vel l, these are three snapshots. As you know, it
takes a long tinme to build a strong community. But it's
fragile. It's always fragile. And it can disintegrate.
This plan, this multi-sport, two-field concept shoved ri ght

up agai nst our postage stanp size backyards, this plan that
has a field rental business attached to it sort of
masquerading as a charity, this plan nade possible only by
totally degrading the environnent and thus erroding the

community that's surrounding it. This plan that is pronoted

as good for our comunity, Board nenbers, |'m unconvinced.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Zachary.
Can you hear ne?

MS. ZACHARY: Thank you, Chairman Hill.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, thank you Ms. Zachary.
It sounds |ike a | ovely nei ghborhood.
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M5. ZACHARY: It is.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Let's see. Is it M. MicKenzie
or McKenzie?

M5. MACNEI CE:  MacNei ce.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M:Neice?

MS. MACNEI CE:  Yes.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Can you hear ne?

M5. MACNEICE: | can hear you, yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Wuld you introduce yourself for
the record, please? And then you'll have three mnutes to
gi ve your testinony.

M5. MACNEICE: Ckay. I'mJil MacNeice. | live
at 5723 Nebraska Avenue Northwest. |[It's about 300 feet from
the front of the ECC And | am a Friend of the Field
There's been a lot of talk about the friends being against
the sports field. And that is not the case. W want a
single field, not no field.

And | want to talk a little bit about ny strong
support for the use of natural grass over plastic turf on
that field. You' ve heard about the problens of plastic
grass, the toxic chem cals that can nmake us all very, very
sick. | want to talk a little bit about how you can have
real grass and how real grass is actually doable.

The science and technol ogy around natural grass
has advanced trenendously in the past couple of years. And
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It's actually now possible to make natural fields that can
handl e heavy use as well as any synthetic turf field does.
For exanpl e, the Maryl and Sportsplex i n Mont gonery County has
both grass and plastic turf fields. And the grass fields are
as carefully engineered as the plastic ones. And t hey
actually hold up equally well with constant use. And they
are equal ly playable, even during rainstorns. Half of al
NFL fields are natural grass.

And the Baltinore Ravens went natural in 2016.
And the players love it. And also, | just want to nention
t hat Montgonery County is only installing natural grass in
it's public fields. So it can be done. And it is being done
all over the country.

To be successful, a grass field needs carefu
pl anni ng, engineering, and nai ntenance. But that's not any
nore effort that's involved in putting in and installing a
plastic turf field. So here's what's involved? First, you
have to hire a certified expert. Then you need to conduct
soil analysis and add soil anendnents. It's inportant to
execute drai nage engineering on the site and also to nmake
site specific seed selections. There are nmany, nmany turf
seeds that can handl e drought extrenely well these days.

Then the field needs to be mintained wth
aeration, watering, overseeding, and fertilizing. And here's
an interesting fact, these natural grass fields, with all the
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I ntensi ve care and pl anning that they need are still cheaper
than plastic turf. The Safe, Healthy Playing Fields
organi zation estimates that the 20-year life cycle cost of
grass is actually 30 percent | ess expensive than plastic turf
fields.

Excuse ne, | want to end on this one point. G ass
field experts have a saying. They say, "Keep your eye on the

field. Gass tells you when it's in trouble. Wth plastic
turf, the only ones who know theres's a problemare the ones
who get hurt. Thank you very nuch.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Al right, thanks, Ms. MacNei ce.
Thanks for your testinony.

s there a Roseneck with you?

MR, ROSENHECK: This is Thierry Rosenheck.

BZA CHAIR HILL: How do you say your nane?

MR, ROSENHECK: Thierry. [It's Thierry.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Gkay. And how do you say your
| ast nanme? |'msorry.

MR. ROSENHECK: Rosenheck.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Rosenheck. Al right, M.
Rosenheck, if you could go ahead and gi ve us your testinony.

MR,  ROSENHECK: Sur e. Thank you very nmuch,
Conmmi ssi oner. My name is Thierry Rosenheck. | live on
Nebr aska Avenue, 5723 Nebraska Avenue, across the street from
the ECC. Thank you for letting nme speak.
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Today | want to talk about the hones that are
going to be -- that are around the Maret playing field. |
count ed about 33 hones that could be | osing the enjoynent of
t heir backyards. In architecture, |'ve |earned that some
fundanental |essons are related to the notion of front and
back. The public and the private --

MR, AXELROD: Hi, you agree. |'ve |l ost the sound.
Can you tell nme when he's calling on ne.

BZA CHAIR H LL: M. Axelrod, | can hear you.

MR, AXELROD: Thank you.

MR, ROSENHECK: May | continue?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes, please continue. Sorry.

MR,  ROSENHECK: So as | was saying, there are
fundanental |essons in architecture related to front, back,
public, private, profane, sacred. It's human nature, and
we even dress according to those things. W have an office
dress, we have a Sunday dress, we have a dress for hone.

Home has vestibules that allow for people to be
greeted and invited in further in the kitchen, in the back
of home. The notion of front/back is always with us. In
office situations, you have a receptionist and the back
of fice. In churches you have veti bul es, a congregati on aream
and you have the sanctum So we're talking really about --

MR, AXELRCD: Stay on this so | can hear the —

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. Rosenheck, hang on one
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second.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Azelrod, you' re unnuted
again. Go ahead, M. Rosenheck. Sorry.

MR ROSENHECK: So what |I'm tal king about is

privacy. \What is privacy? |It's ny ability to control ny
I nteracti ons. W are taught to design for our built
environnents to respect privacy. The backyards that | | ook
at with the playing field as it is being proposed by Mret,

all of these backyards are going to be potentially | osing the
private nonents that they are able to have when they go

outside in their backyards. Basically, Maret dropped a

playing field in 33 backyards. Thirty-three famlies can no
| onger have private nonments in their backyards.

(Audio interruption.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Go ahead. M. Axelrod, can you
hear ne? M. Azelrod?

MR, AXELRCD: Yes?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Just to let you know, you're
com ng on and off nute. So if you could just try to stay
nmut ed, okay.

MR,  AXELRQOD: Yes, | have a problem with the
sound. But | can tell if it's nmy turn to speak. |'mready
to do that.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Go ahead and put yourself
on mute right now, if you wouldn't m nd.
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MR. AXELROD: \Wat?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Just give ne a second, M.

Axel r od.

MR AXELROD: My nane is Jonathan Axelrod. | |ive
on --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Axelrod?

MR, AXELROD: -- 2832 —-

BZA CHAIR H LL: M. Axelrod, just wait a m nute.
["'mstill in the mddle of another person's testinony. |If

you coul d just nute.

M . Rosenheck, you were speaking about privacy,
and backyards, and front doors.

MR,  ROSENHECK: Yes, | was. The privacy of
peopl e' s backyards, they are going to be losing the ability
to enjoy and — once you have a playing field there, there
is no nore control of what you hear. I1t's whatever Maret has
decided is going on with their ganmes that people are going

to be hearing in their private backyard. Wwen | go to ny

backyard, | am able to have a nonent of stillness in ny
backyar d. If | have a game going on there, | |ose that
ability. 1It's the |oss of privacy.

So at this point, I'ma little bit conflicted,

because | want to tell you, please stop a project |ike that
fromtaking place. But at the sane tine, our organization,
our group organi zation has decided that we are not agai nst
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devel opnment. And we've heard from Maret's proponents over
and over again that we are agai nst devel opnent. W are not.
We have proposed an alternative to their designs. So | think
t hat t hat shoul d be taken i nto consi deration, that we are not
opposed to that. Thank you.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Ckay. Thanks, M. Rosenheck

Sorry it was a little confusing. M. Azelrod, can you hear

me?

MR, AXELRCOD: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Coul d you go ahead and i ntroduce
yourself for the record? And you'll have three m nutes for

your testinony.

MR, AXELRCD: Thank you. My nane is Jonat han
Axelrod. 1've lived at 2832 Rittenhouse Street since 1974.
|'"d like to submit in witing what | was planning to say and
spend ny tinme addressing Board Menber Smith's question
concerning enforcenent of any deal that's nade with Maret or
ECC to apply the terns and conditions of any agreenent.

| was on the advisory committee that the ANC
created to consider resolutions of this Mret plan. Ve
submtted a wish list. They said no to all of that. And
t hen t he Comm ssi on or Commi ssi oner Speck produced a tenpl ate
of an agreenment, or a tenplate of a design, and asked for
conment s.

W submtted, instead of just comments to his
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proposal, we submtted a draft of a contract between the
Friends of the Field, and Maret, and ECC. One of the things
we accepted was a suggestion fromthe ANC that there be a
task force. And the task force was to be conposed of one
representative fromeach of the four streets surrounding the
field, R ttenhouse, Nebraska, U ah, and 28th.

And that task force, anong other things, was
supposed to be the first step in resolving disputes between
Maret, ECC, and the residents of the community. And if the
task force couldn't resolve the dispute, it would go to
arbitration. And the arbitrator and the task force, for that
matter, would have authority to inpose sanctions and, |
guess, do other things to enforce the agreenent. W thought
that was a great idea. Soon after we subnitted objections
to the proposal, because we wanted the sanme crucial issues
that we're tal king about today.

One night in February the ANC had a neeting to
di scuss the ANC s draft and all the comments. And one of ny
comrents was that the four representatives from the four
surroundi ng streets should be el ected by the people on those
streets who coul d say were the nost affected by what ever was
goi ng to happen here.

Bet ween that neeting and the publication of the
resolution that's before you, the ANC changed the task force
so that it would no | onger have people fromthe four streets
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and changed the task force so that they would all be
appoi nted by the ANC and not necessarily be conposed of ANC
3/4G residents. So there is or there was a nechanism for
enforcing the agreenent, whatever agreenent there was. Qur
plan was that we be a part of it, and we certainly aren't
now. But thank you for the opportunity to speak. And | wll
answer any questions.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thanks, M. Axelrod. Thanks for
your testinony. Thanks everybody for sticking around. |Is
it Callahan, Ms. Callahan? Can you hear ne? M. Call ahan,
can you hear ne?

MS. CALLAHAN: Hell o? Just nuted again.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, got you. Can you go ahead
and i ntroduce yourself for the record?

MS. CALLAHAN: Yes, thank you for this opportunity
totalk. M nane is Mary Callahan. And I live at 6008 Ut ah

which is across the street fromthe portion of Utah that wll

be nost affected by this devel opnent.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Ms. Cal |l ahan, can you hear ne?
Can you hear ne?

MS. CALLAHAN: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Just to be sure, can you see the
clock on the screen? No? Anyway, M. Callahan, |'m just
|l etting you know you have three mnutes to give your
testinmony. There's a clock on the screen, but 1'Il et you
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know when you're over, okay?

M5. CALLAHAN: Ckay. Can you hear ne now?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, | can hear you very well,
t hank you.

V5. CALLAHAN: Ckay. | live across the street
fromthe section of Utah that is contiguous to the plan for
the field. And the first tinme | actually heard about this
devel opnment was in Decenber or January from nenbers of the
Fri ends of the Field. At that particular tinme, because we
don't have children at Lafayette or whatever, that was ny
first contact.

So I"'mnot quite up to speed on sonme of these
i ssues, but I'd like to speak to a couple of the issues that
concern ne, minly in ternms of the <children in the
nei ghbor hood and those who will be using the field.

My husband and | run a conpany that focuses on
i ssues in education. It's based in DC. And the rising
concerns about construction of artificial turf fields are
novi ng across the country right now And so we're facing
this devel opnent at a point when the rest of the country is
begi nni ng to doubl e t hi nk whet her these are a good i dea. And
Jil Macnei ce spoke a few m nutes ago about the fact that it's
a concern in Montgonmery County, and they've begun to rethink
installing artificial turf there as well.

One of the other concerns is that thiswll create
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a heat island. The fields get very, very hot in the summer.
There are often periods when the children who are supposed
to be playing on themcan't play on them And since 2018,
this particular block has | ost four heritage trees al one, old
oaks that have been dying off.

And the block is now being served by U ban
Forestry to replace those trees. I'"'d be a lot nore
confortable if the plan included at this point an
Envi ronnental | npact Statenent on both of those i ssues, both
for the neighbors and for the children who will be using the
field.

| amfully aware of the i nportant m ssion that ECC

foll ows. In fact, there is an enornpus need for nore
progranms such as ECC s across the country. As well, Horizons
and sone of the other organizations that will be using the

field are excellent organizations. But at this particular

poi nt, the neighbors still don't have a sense of who el se
will be using the field. And there are a nunber of children
involved who wll be potentially inpacted by this

devel opnent .

BZA CHAI R HI LL: kay, Ms. Callahan, thank you.
Al right, does anybody have any questions of any of the
W tnesses? And if so, please speak up.

Al right. M. Young, thank you all very nuch for
your testinmony. M. Young, you have another eight to bring
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in? And you can give ne their nanes as you cone in, please.

MR, YOUNG
(Pause.)
MR YOUNG | have Mary Louise Wagner, Nancy

Voi si n, Paul Fisher, Rebecca Maydak, Sheppard Ranbom and Any
St ephen who is on the phone.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, great. M. Wagner, can you

hear nme?

M5. WAGNER: | can. Can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Great, yes, | can. Coul d you
i ntroduce yourself for the record? And then you'll have
three mnutes to give your testinony. There should be a

cl ock there, and you can begi n whenever you like.

MS. WAGNER: Ckay. | don't see the clock, but
"1l do the best | can.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's okay.

M5. WAGNER: W live on 30th Street just bel ow
Legation Street. W are approximtely two-tenths of a mle
fromthe field, but we walk our dogs in the neighborhood,
we' ve rai sed three children in the nei ghborhood, lived here
since 1995.

Several key points I'd like to make. |'ve been
listening all day. So I'll try to respond to a couple of
things as well, assuming nmy time doesn't run out. M Kkey
points | want to make though really go to transparency,
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pl anni ng, and engendering trust with the nei ghborhood.

| don't recall exactly when we first heard about
this, but it was consistent with the Septenber, OCctober
Novenber tinmeframe that others have nentioned. It has not
been transparent. | appreciate Maret has made a |ot of
changes along the way, and | appreciate the invol venent of
the ANC. But getting information has been difficult. And
| don't believe that the planning that should have gone into
the process of neking this field has been done or nade
available to the community and the nei ghborhood.

|"ve seen the 3D maps, |'ve participated in sone
of the nmeetings. But it's the getting fromPoint A to Point

B that |'mwondering about. Howw Il this unfold during the

pl anni ng -- during the devel opnent process? It is described
as if it will be sinple. It is not going to be sinple.

It is not like we wll suddenly have this
beautiful field. There will be a major disruption in the

nei ghbor hood during this process. And | don't feel like that
Maret and its supporters have really shared that with the
community and addressed it with the community. |Instead our
focus has been on how wonderful this will be at the end.
And that doesn't seemlike the appropriate way to
doit for nme. | don't know why that is. |s Maret in deni al
about how it is going to unfold or are they not being
transparent about howit will unfold? | feel we need to see
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nore of that before a decisionis nmade. | would |ike to see
nore of Maret |istening to a counter proposal as has been put
forth by Friends of the Field. None of that feels to ne |ike

It has been happening, and | think it needs to happen.

Let ne just say a couple things about what's been
said during the course of the day. This i1sn't about
supporting ECC. W've lived here for alnpbst 30 years, and

we' ve supported them and support their mssion. This isn't

about that. It isn't about supporting Maret. |It's about is
this the right way to help ECC fulfill its mssion. And I
don't think it is.

This is a private school, private entity, who
needs a field. In nmy opinion, find it sonewhere el se and not
in the mddle of a neighborhood. This is also not about an
entitl ed nei ghborhood who doesn't want new devel opnent.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GOkay, M. \Wagner, you're running

out of tinme, just to let you know.

M5. WAGNER: Ckay, |'mdone. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay, thank you. Thank you, Ms.
Wagner .

Is it Ms. Voisin?

M5. VOSIN Yes, can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. Could you introduce
yourself for the record, please?

M5. VOSIN. Yes. M nane is Nancy Voisin. |
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|ive at 6004 28th Street Nort hwest.

|"m here wth sone ot her
BZA CHAIR HI LL:
hear you.
M5. VOSIN |

BZA CHAI R HI LL:

267

Can you see ne, because

nei ghbors today?

No. | don't see you. But | can

You're on a conputer?

am on a conputer.

Can you see ne?

M5. VOSIN | can see you. Can you see us?
BZA CHAIR HILL: No, can't see your nane either.
M5. VO SIN.  Ckay.

BZA CHAI R HI LL:
there can hel p you.

MR, YOUNG |

don't know why,

Hol d on a second, naybe sonebody

but it's not giving

me the option to nmake her a paneli st.

BZA CHAIR HI LL:
ahead,
me that individual

M5. VA SIN:

that the entire east side touching the Epi scopal

is here in ny house.
going to speak for al
BZA CHAIR HI LL:
MS. VO SIN
t oday,

shown by C audia Russell

backyard was shown, and sone of the nei ghbors'

t he ot her peopl e can speak,

Vell, what |"mtrying to tell

So hopefully we can get on canera.

Ckay. Ms. Voisin, if you go

if you're trying to tel

peopl e are goi ng to speak.

you i s
Center field

"' m

of the nei ghbors.

kay.

You' ve been through the backyard

t hrough the slides shown by Trey Holl oway of Maret,

of Friends of the Field.

I\

backyards were
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shown as well on the slides.

My house is one of five located, as | nentioned,
on the east end of the Episcopal Center Field. Four of these
five homes share a property line with the Episcopal Center
for Children site, and we are unique in this respect. W're
the only neighbors who border the Episcopal Center for
Chi | dren.

|'"'m here today with ny next door neighbors, Dr.
Kenneth Austin and his wife, dadys Austin, ny two doors down
nei ghbor, Ms. WIlla Golden. And we, together, speak for all
of the neighbors who are on the east side of the field,
including, there are two nore, Caudia Russell and the
Thannault (inaudible) famly, Sylvie and Thierry Thannault.

Qur IT Departnent is here to see if we can get on
caner a.

BZA CHAIR HILL: No, that's okay, Ms. Voisin, go
ahead and continue. | don't know whether it's going to work.

( Si nul t aneous Speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR H LL: | can hear you.

M5. VO SIN:. Yes, as the nei ghbors who border the
Epi scopal Center property, we are the nost directly and the
nost negatively affected by the proposed project. And | want
to inform you that the entire east side of the field is
opposed to developnent as it is proposed but al so supports
the single field solution that you have seen today.
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You' ve seen the plans fromMret. The structure,
conprised 12 feet of retaining walls topped by a six-foot
fence and 30 feet of netting starting four feet from our
property, is a highly objectionable condition. We asked
Maret to change it. But they wll not. Their position is
that their sports program needs are nore inportant than we
are. W disagree.

There is no question that this condition wll
negatively inpact our enjoynent of our properties, cast our
yards in shadow, and deval ue our properties. The retaining
walls start only four feet from our homes, or from our
properties, and the walls, fence, and netting wll tower
hi gher than our houses. And this condition, very
i nportantly, has not been addressed in the ANC s proposed
condi ti ons.

You saw it with your own eyes. You sawit on the
sl i des. But we're seeing it with our own eyes, |oo0king
out si de. This project, as presently planned, wll also
physi cal | y bi sect our nei ghborhood, cutting us off fully from
the rest of the neighborhood. The athletes will be | ooking
down on our houses and | ooki ng down on our yards from12 feet
above them We'll be basically, like, in the bottom of a
sSW nmm ng pool .

It is not too late to reject this plan or to
change this plan to nake inprovenents that will serve not
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only the Episcopal Center for Children, which every one of
t hese nei ghbors has supported in witing for years when the
Epi scopal Center wanted to get a special exception to build
their nmedia center. Al of the neighbors on the east side
supported that in witing.

And it is not too |ate to change the plan to nake
| nprovenents that will serve ECC and Maret sports field,
| nprovenents that could be enbraced and supported by us on
the east side of the field whose properties border the
Epi scopal Center and by the entire nei ghborhood.

If I have any nore tine, |'d like to just make one
nore remark about Jon Axelrod's remark as to the different
bl ocks who woul d be represented if this fieldis built. You
heard hi msay that there was a unil ateral change nmade to one
of the proposed conditions.

The condition was that all four sides of the
field, Utah, Nebraska, Rittenhouse, and 28th, would have a
representative chosen fromthe street, by the neighbors, to
represent that street in nmanaging and dealing with the
devel opmrent with Maret and with the Episcopal Center if the
field or fields are built. That proposal was changed to
di senfranchi se the nei ghbors for whom| am speaking. And I
wanted to just meke that remark because it's not right.
Thank you for your tine.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Gkay. Thank you, Ms. Voi sin.
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Let's see, thank you for your testinony. |Is it Fisher?

MR FISHER: Yes, it is.

BZA CHAIRH LL: Onh, great. M. Fisher, could you
pl ease introduce yourself for the record? And then you'll
have three m nutes to give your testinony. And you can begin
whenever you |ike.

MR FISHER  Sure. Good afternoon. M nane is
Paul Fi sher. And | live at 5935 Utah Avenue Northwest,
adjacent to the Uah Avenue alley which abuts the ECC
property. | wll be able to | ook down fromny office w ndow
at the football goal post if this sports conplex is approved.
The goal post is directly across ny property line about 12
feet fromthe ECC property |ine.

Before | speak about the personal effects this
project will have on ny famly and ne, | would like to touch
on a fact which | believe the proponents of this sports
conplex are msrepresenting. This is the claimthat there
is not enough field space for use in the city. This is a
claimthat keeps being repeated, and no one seens to be abl e
to present any evidence that establishes a factual basis for
it.

Over the last decade, there have been many
projects which could have had field space added to them
Walter Reed is but the |atest exanple. Yet the city does
not . If the city were to nmake all DCPS fields avail abl e,
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there would be a ton of field space available. But again,
it does not.

These two facts denonstrate that there really is
not a lack of field space in the District but rather that
field space for private schools is a low priority for the
city council that represents the District as a whole. A
si ngl e nei ghborhood zoned 4-1-B should not have to endure
obj ectionable conditions in order to advance a private
party's priority that is not a priority for the D strict.

As has al ready been stated, there will be extrene
annoyance on ny property from comercial noise above 60
decibels. And | will skip what's been said earlier to, you
know, to advance the program slightly. |"'m extrenely
concerned that Maret is not guaranteeing that they' Il have
seating for all of the spectators. They estimate at sone
ganmes they could have up to 300 fol ks watching. | f these
folks are allowed to stand all around the field, the crowd
noise will be magnified in all directions. This will inpact

all the direct neighbors of the property as well as nyself.

| fully support the Friend' s one field proposal,
but in the event that the special exception is approved, I'd
like to request that it be mandated that Maret provide
bl eacher seating for all spectators at all events so that

this way the noise could be — they could neasure the noise
Wi t h noi se consultants and actually ai mthe noise in specific

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

273

directions versus having people stand all around the field
maki ng noise in all directions.

Their latest plan said that they were only going
to have 70 bl eacher seats. And they have clained that sone
ganes wll have wupwards of 300 people attending as
spectators.

Finally, 1'd like to touch on the continuing
stated fact that ECC should reopen. Now, it may have been
the finest educational program for special needs kids in
exi stence. |'mnot doubting that. But there are only two
itens that have been proven. One is that the ECC does not
have a sust ai nabl e busi ness nodel. And two, the cost, there
isalimt to the anount of noney that the city will pay to
educat e special needs students. Neither of these facts has
changed since the ECC s 2019 cl osure.

| have personally asked nunmerous tines to see the
| ease between ECC and Maret. They have declined to present
it which may be their right. However, w thout this

information | have not been able to determ ne howthis | ease

can give ECC enough cash to remain solvent. There is a
serious risk that down the road the ECC wll still becone
defunct. This will have dual ram fications.

The first being that ny neighbors and I will have
been sold adverse conditions for no purpose other than
i ncreasing Maret's coffers. The second being that ECC s
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future downfall and Maret's departure could | eave the field
in an irrenedi able state and full of toxic chemcals. ECC
has let their facilities fall into disrepair before, even
pur poseful Iy disregarding BZA orders. Thank you for your
tinme.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, M. Fisher. Thank you
for your testinony.

s it Maybok, Maybok? OCh, Rebecca Maydak?

M5. MAYDAK: Can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes. Can you --

M5. MAYDAK: Ckay, yes. | was clicking the
button, and it wasn't working.

BZA CHAIR HILL: That's all right. Can you
i ntroduce yourself for the record?

M5. MAYDAK: Yes. |'m Rebecca Maydak. | |ive at
5900 Utah Avenue Northwest. That's right on the corner of
Ut ah and Nebr aska.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay, Ms. Maydak, you'll have
three mnutes to give your testinony. You can begi n whenever
you |ike.

M5. MAYDAK: Yes. | just want to say with all the

ANC commi ssioners that aren't in our ANCwing, and |'d |ike

to say | was the ANC commissioner in this ANC for seven
years. | chose not to run, so | haven't been in ANC for just
over a year. But the other ANC Commi ssioners, | respect
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their opinion, but they don't represent the constituents
here. So | don't think they should be given great weight,
because they don't represent the constituents in this —

BZA CHAIR HILL: They are given great weight,
Comm ssioner, and you're still a conm ssioner. So they were
just testifying on their own.

M5. MAYDAK: Okay. So this discussion seens to
be inplying that if a person is not in support of the plan

for Maret to have these fields the way they propose, that

you're against the ECC. | just want to say |'ve |lived here
22 years. | got to know sone of the kids, because I'd wal k
around t he nei ghborhood. And when | had a nedical injury I'd
engage with them

"' m known in the nei ghborhood for ny Hall oween
house. The ECC kids woul d cone and trick or treat. And the
parents woul d say, |'"msorry we don't |ive here, but ny child
goes to the school and gives ne an update. Because it woul d
take nme about two weeks to get ny decorations up. And |I'm

like, if your child goes to the school you're part of ny
community. And they were al ways wel cone.

| totally support the ECC. What | don't support
is Maret having a noney making proposition here. | don't
t hi nk anybody, | should only speak for nyself, | don't mnd
Maret using the field. What | mndis, |like, one person said
t hey belong to DC Soccer. They have 9,000, according to the
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website, 9,000 players for DC Soccer. |If they start playing
on our fields, how are we going to -— how is our
I nfrastructure going to support that many people comng? |If
you' ve ever been to a DC Soccer gane, their rival ganmes can
get really, really large with | arge crowds.

So | think that should be restricted. | don't
think this exception should be allowed if that's one of the
things that Maret should do. Because | think the big
el ephant in the roomis the subl easing of the fields by I arge
sporting organi zations, right?

And then | just want to -— a |l ot of the things I
want to say have been said. So |I'mjust going to reiterate
M. MNeil's (inaudible) thing. | would |like the Comm ssion
to imagine for a mnute that your house shares a property
line with the proposed field. It's a beautiful day, not |ike
t oday, sunny, 80 degrees, you're out for a glass of wine, or
your little cocktail, your brandy, whatever, you're going to
grill some steaks. And you want to enjoy your backyard.

But al so seven days a week, not only do we have
Maret, which is fine, that wouldn't be seven days a week, but
they're releasing, and they're |l easing out all this property.
You m ght have a DC Soccer practice, you m ght have anot her
| ar ge sporting organi zati on. How are you going to even enj oy
your backyard and your quality of life? |It's not going to
happen. You're going to have people in the sidelines
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shouti ng encouragenent to the players and everything el se.
| just want you to be aware that | don't think anywhere el se
in the city that many houses share the property line with a
field. So |I'masking you not to grant the proposal.

But | want to nention one other thing. Qur
nei ghbor hood has Bl essed Sacranent within a half mle, they
have fields and athletic facilities. We have Lafayette
El ementary School and Lafayette-Pointer Park. They have a
basebal | field and a sporting field. And they have a park
that has a big open field. And we have St. John's High
School College. How many sporting facilities is a half-mle
supposed to maintain or support? And | think the inpact's
going to be irreversible.

BZA CHAIR HILL: kay, thanks, Comm ssioner. All
right, thank you for your testinony.

Raybom oh, Rambonf?

MR. RAMBOM Ranbom Sheppard Rambom

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, great. You wi |l have three
mnutes to give your testinony, sir, and you can begin
whenever you like.

MR RAMBOM | don't need all three mnutes. So
| 1ive at 6008 Ut ah Avenue Northwest. And I'mnot one of the
people that's on the contiguous part of where the field wll
run. It doesn't back up to nmy house. | have no friends on
that side of the field. But | have been watching this
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process. And | feel |like the voices of the people fromthat
nei ghbor hood haven't really been well heard by the ANC and
by others. And I'm glad that we have this opportunity to
really provide sone information to you today.

| feel like the ANC report, through no fault of
the ANC, but they swear an oath to the city itself. So the
concerns that they had are about filling the soccer fields,
finding a way to replace the problemw th Jelleff that the
school has to npve, to be able to have Maret have a ful
field, to free up other sports fields so that other
el ementary school s I'i ke Hines El enentary can play at Jell eff,
at the Jelleff field.

There's a |l ot of that stuff that was going on in
t he decision of the ANCto sort of -— in their decision about
what to do, because they swore an oath to benefit the nopst

people in the city or howit benefits the city. And there's

a clear benefit. It says it their docunent. It's in ny
letter to the ANC | point to the paragraph in the ANC
report which expresses their, | would call it a bias agai nst

t he nei ghbors, oddly enough the ones that we el ect.

So my concerns are about the conmercial use of the
field. There's been a lot that's been said about the
proportion, the fence. And the people, they're concerned
about the building or have a response that it's out of
proportion to a field that's going to benefit a lot of
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people. The issue that | have is that the size of the field,
the scope and the footprint of the field is what's out of
proportion.

And | also believe that the opponents have
denonstrated, through their presentations which you' ve seen,
the adverse inpact to the community and al so that they are
I nterested i n havi ng sonet hi ng happen there, that they woul d
be willing to have an alternative and that there should be
nore work to have that worked out.

But there were really very limted negotiations
with Maret to consider getting rid of, you know, they had to
have the baseball field. And ny concern is that, you know,

that's what makes it untenable, as far as |' mconcerned. So

| appreciate your hearing fromne today, and thank you very
much.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thanks, M. Ranmbom All right,
M. Stephens, or Ms. Stephens?

M5. STEPHEN:. Hi, this is Any Stephen.

BZA CHAIR HILL: ©Onh, Stephen, okay.

MS. STEPHEN. Can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. If you could introduce
yourself for the record. And you'll have three mnutes to
gi ve your testinony. You can begin whenever you like.

MS. STEPHEN: Thank you. M nane is Any Stephen.
| ama parent of three MRA alumi, all of whomwere athl etes.
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And | spent many, many, nmany hours on the fi el ds cheering and
enjoying the sports program at Maret and understanding its
power to build fine adults and fine athletes.

That's not in question at all. And | think many
of the people who testified in the last few hours would
agree. W're not against sports. W're not agai nst Maret.
In fact, | dearly love Maret. However, |1'm also talking
today as soneone who's worked for the last ten years for
Safe, Healthy Pl aying Fields.

D ana Conway spoke earlier, four hours ago. And
for those of you who did not hear her testinony, | just want
to reiterate the fact that the fields that are selected
currently, or the fields that have al ready been enpl oyed by
Maret, are generally synthetic fields. And there's a |ot of
strong feelings that it needs to be a synthetic field.

However we have conpiled, and not just nme, about
40 scientists across the country for the | ast ten years have
contri buted an enornous, overwhel m ng, body of science that
shows that these fields are not healthy for kids and not
healthy for a community.

They sinply, by virtue of their design, they have
a flaw And that is that they have synthetic materials on
their surface. And they are ground in and pounded on by
at hl etes and the breakdown i s conpounded by bei ng out in sun
and heat/thaw cycles. That particulate is really dangerous.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

281

And it's sonething that in this new age of environnental
awar eness of human heal th, and pl astics, and PFAS, absorption
and exposure for kids, we should all be working together to
mnimze that for our comunities, for the kids who are on
the field now, but also for those who have to clean it up ten
years from now, or 20 years from now. And let's work
together, let's do that. W can do this together. I
guar ant ee you.

There's a whol e nascent i ndustry of newtechnol ogy
grass fields. There's science behind the drainage. There's
si gnage behind mnimzing that particulate exposure risk.
And that is the good news. Jil MacNeice tal ked about a
little bit earlier today. | hope you all can head in that
direction together as this field comes about, make the right
one, be the |eaders of this very powerful, wonderful and
dynam ¢ comunity.

| know we can do this. And | know we can create
a wn-win. W have proposed giving Maret, whoever wants to,
a full brief on sonme of these newfindings. It's not really
new, but we've summuarized a lot of the risks. | don't think
those are well publicized. W don't have a big, huge, you
know, well funded PR canpai gn. Qur scientists are all
vol uteers, but they're fantastic. W have --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ms. Stephen, | —-

M5. STEPHEN. -— menbers of the CDC —-
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(Si nmul t aneous Speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: You're kind of running over tine,
I f you can just wap it up.

M5. STEPHEN. Ckay. So | just want to encourage
Maret to educate thenselves on sone of these. And to the
comunity, | want to offer it from Safe, Healthy Playing
Fields. W' re happy to share our information with this Board
or wwth the community nenbers who want it.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Thank you. Thank vyou, Ms.
St ephens. Ms. Stephens?

MS. STEPHEN. Can you hear ne.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes, | did. Thank you very nuch
for your testinony.

M5. STEPHEN: You're very wel cone.

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. Young, how nany do we have
| eft on this group?

MR. YOUNG W have no nore. W just have one
per son who was undercl ar ed.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: COkay. Al right, does anybody
have any questions for the witnesses? And if so, please
speak up.

Al right, M. Young, if you could please excuse
all the witnesses. Thank you, everyone, for your testinony.
And if you can please bring in the undecided w tness, and
t hat person's nanme when you get a chance, M. Young.
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(Pause.)

MR, YOUNG It is Meredith Rathbone.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Rasbone?

MR YOUNG  Rat hbone.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, great. Thank you. V5.
Rat hbone, can you hear ne?

M5. RATHBONE: Yes, | can hear you. Coul d you
pl ease introduce yourself? And then you'll have three
m nutes for your testinony.

M5. RATHBONE: Yes. And unfortunately ny canera
is not working, | apologize for that, which is a shane. So
ny name is Meredith Rathbone. And | live, nmy famly and |
live at 5931 Utah Avenue. And we are next-door neighbors to
the Media Center, the proposed |ocker room for Maret, and
restroomand | ocker roomfor Maret and for third parties five
to seven days a week throughout virtually the entire year.
That building at its closest point is about 20 feet from us
and, you know, we are uniquely affected by all of this, 20

feet fromour house | should say, not just fromour property.

And |I'm sorry that ny canmera is not working,
because | was planning to just show you right out of ny
wi ndow. It's right --

BZA CHAIR HILL: |I'msorry, M. Rathbone, you're

not all owed to.

M5. RATHBONE: You can inmgi ne how cl ose. But
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anyway, you know, we are not in theory opposed to a | ot of
this. W do have many of the sanme concerns as our nei ghbors
regardi ng frequency of use and things |ike that. But | want
totalk to you about the concerns specifically as they rel ate
to our property.

And, you know, | wll say nost of the concerns
t hat we have, we've raised themwith Maret. And npost of them
Maret has agreed to mtigate, which is great. W're happy
about that. But the one significant concern that we still
have outstanding is the nost significant concern. And that
is the fact that the location of the entrance to that
buil ding, the |ocker room and the restroom entrance, is
proposed to be right outside of our house on the part of that
buil ding towards U ah Avenue that is right outside of our
house.

It was not originally proposed to be there, but
Maret has recently proposed noving it there. And they have
suggested sonme proposed mtigation with respect to that
| ocation. They've said they want to have it in that |ocation
but allow entrance only from the Nebraska side and put up
kind of a fence.

But that's just not going to be sufficient to
keep, you know, the noise and the foot traffic right outside
out door, you know, away from our house, including from not
just the first floor which things would partially be bl ocked
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by the fence, but fromthe second and third floor. W've got
t hr ee bedroons, we've got a kitchen, we've got a dining room
we have the office where | work from hone.

And, you know, the good news is there's a sinple
solution which is to nove the door back to the other side of
the building towards the field where it was originally
proposed. And we very nuch hope that Maret will do that.

Il wll say that this building, when it was
approved by the DCA 20 years ago, there was significant
di scussion at that tinme regarding the inpact on the nearest
nei ghbors. It's inthe transcripts. And the D.C. Ofice of
Pl anni ng then noted that it woul d not generate any additi onal
foot traffic. And it's said that it nust not tend to
adversely affect the use of the neighboring property.

And t he BZA sunmary order reflected that as well.
And, you know, the BZA' s deliberation specifically addressed
the intended use and the mtigations when it nade the
decision to allow that building to be built so close to our
property line and our house.

And, you know, the fact that the building was
there and the entrance location is so near our house, you
know, that's acceptable, | think, for ECC s use of it, they
have not so many students, and they're all there to
supervi sed during the day, and it's during school hours. But
that doesn't nmean that its acceptable from ny perspective
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for this new proposed use which is a sea change in proposed
use. It's just so nmuch nore use than what is currently
t here.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, M. Rathbone.

(Si nmul t aneous Speaki ng.)

M5. RATHBONE: Are you 5860 Nebraska, is that what
you said, 5860 Nebraska, is that what you said.

MS. STEPHEN: No, 5931 Utah. W are the cl osest
nei ghbors to ECC. W are right next to the restroom and
| ocker room bui |l di ng.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's there now?

M5. RATHBONE: That's there now. And that's is
right now a nedia center for ECC. That's what it was built
for, and that's the building that Maret is planning to use

as a |l ocker roomfor their students and as a restroomfor --

BZA CHAIR HILL: | got you. Ckay, | understand.

M5. RATHBONE: — all the third parties that are
| easing it, for visitors to the ganes, for everybody --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

M5. RATHBONE: —- who cones to on the space. And,
you know, |'Ill just say kids or exuberant, and they're | oud,
and they should be. And it's not a library, it's --—

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | got you, that's relevant. |'m
sorry, your running out of tinme here, but --
M5. RATHBONE: But I'Il just say quickly that, you
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know, what we're hearing fromour house is not kind of, you
know, happy noise fromover on the field, we'll hear that as
wel |, but very close proximty sounds. Wen people are out
there right now, | can hear them | can hear the words they
say.

And | would |ike the BZA to please require that
this entrance be noved back over to the other side of the
bui | ding where it was originally proposed and t hat the ot her,
you know, nostly fencing and |andscaping mtigation that
Maret has agreed to is also included in the order. Thanks.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. Thanks, Ms. Rat hbone. You

said the fencing and the what?

M5. RATHBONE: It's mainly just, apart fromnoving
that over, it's mainly just fencing and |andscaping, |ike
trees, to kind of buffer the visual and the sound.

BZA CHAIRHI LL: Al right. Thanks, Ms. Rathbone.

M5. RATHBONE: And by the way, |'ve never done
this before. | don't know howto get that to you. But we've
agreed again with Maret on nost of that. And |I'm happy to
some how send that through to you so that you can see what
it is that we've discussed wwth them But what the —-

BZA CHAIR HI LL: You've agreed with Maret on what ?

M5. RATHBONE: We have agreed with Maret on nost
of these litigations, the fencing, and the | andscapi ng.

BZA CHAIR HILL: You personally have agreed,
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correct?

M5. RATHBONE: Yes. Yes, our famly has spoken
to Maret about this quite a bit.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay.

M5. RATHBONE: And we've nanaged to agree on nost

things --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, Ms. Rat hbone, just give ne
a second. Gve ne a second, okay. |I'msorry to cut you off.
I"m just getting tired. |"m running on, |ike, nine hours
now, so |l'mstarting to — just give ne one m nute, okay, M.
Rat hbone?

M5. RATHBONE: No, go ahead.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Does anybody have any --—
| don't want to |lose Ms. Rathbone, does anybody have any
guestions of any of the witnesses fromthe Board? Ckay.

| f you could, okay, so now we can just conme back
to you. So, M. Rathbone, you said that you have an
agreenent or you started to have an agreenent with Maret?

M5. RATHBONE: Yes. So we've nmet with Maret.
They' ve cone to our place, and we've wal ked t hrough and, you
know, tal ked about our concerns and have, not a witten, not
a formal witten agreenent but —-

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | wunderstand. Wuo did you talk
to at Maret?

M5. RATHBONE: W th Marjo and Trey.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay, | don't have that, give ne
a second.

M. Tummonds, can you hear ne?

MR TUMMONDS: Yes, we can. And M. Holloway is
here to address the discussions that have occurred.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's okay. | just want to know
do you have --

(Si mul t aneous Speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: -— do you have Ms. Rathbone's
contact information?

MR. TUMVONDS: Ch, there's been lots of
conversations with Ms. Rathbone.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, so you do have it. kay.
That's all | need to know at this point.

Okay, Ms. Rat hbone, thank you so nuch. And thank
you everyone for your testinony. |'m going to excuse
everyone fromthe hearing room And, M. Tumonds, if you

can turn back on your camera for nme. And | have M. Donohue.

| still have the Comm ssioners or no? Did | lose the
Commi ssioners? Onh, | got — Comm ssioner Speck |'ve stil
got. Ckay.

So what is supposed to happen now is there's
supposed to be, thanks (inaudible), so | do have a bunch of
guestions, unfortunately. And | don't know where ny fell ow
Board nmenbers are. But now what happens is there is rebuttal
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that M. Tummonds will be able to give. And then M. Donohue
wll be able to ask questions only on rebuttal. This isn't
again, M. Donohue, as you know, to create nore testinony.
You' re asking questions on the rebuttal.

And | m ght have sone questi ons of everybody, but
| kind of want to get through a couple of things first. And
me and ny fellow Board nenbers do as well. | hate to do
this, | suggest another quick five mnute break, because |
want to talk to M. My to see about our next two cases and
what's going to happen, right. Because | don't think -- |
definitely knowour third — | know our | ast case isn't going

to happen. And so |I've got to figure out what's going to

happen. And |I'mgoing to -— anyway, give ne five m nutes,
okay. So let's take five mnutes, and we'll be back. Thank
you.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the
record at 5:54 p.m and resuned at 6:07 p.m)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. All right. So let's see.
M. Tumonds, |'m going to go ahead and let you do a
rebuttal .

MR, TUMVONDS: Ckay. Are you ready? Thank you,
sir. Thank you very mnuch.

As is the normal standard, we will just nmake a few
poi nted responses in our rebuttal and then nove on to any
guestions that you may have so we can wap this up. And we
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really appreciate the tine, energy, and diligence that you' ve
spent here today.

First, | would like to address the discussion
regardi ng the use of whistles or the horns and whet her or not
t he shot cl ock horn and whistles onthe athletic fields would
rise to the level of a noise disturbance as defined in the
DCVR Section 20-2799, the D.C. noise regul ations.

It was discussed that a noise disturbance is any
sound which is loud or raucous or |oud and unseenly and
unreasonably disturbs the peace and quiet of a reasonable
person of ordinary sensibilities.

What was also part of that definition is the
fol | owi ng. It says in nmaking a determ nation of a noise
di sturbance, the mayor, the executive, or the adm ni stration
shall consider the location, the tinme of day when the noise
is occurring or will occur, and the duration of the noise.

Based on that definition, we do not believe that
a whistle or anintermttent shot cl ock noi se, horn, that may
occur only in lacrosse ganes rises to the |level of a noise
di st ur bance.

The second issue we'd like to address and the

third and the fourth will be addressed by M. Hol |l oway. And

"1l now ask himto present his testinony.
MR, HOLLOWMAY: Thank you. So | will start with
the nedia center. And | will just like to note that the
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Maret team Marjo, nyself, sonme of our consultants happened
in Ms. Rathbone's hone twice and wal ked the alley wth her
and husband. W'd sit in her backyard.

| do want to enphasize to your point, Chairmn
H1l, the nedia center is an existing building, and the door
that we're proposing to use is an existing door that was
built when the building was built.

As Ms. Rat hbone said, we've agreed to a nunber of
concessions wth her in terns of screening and do fencing on
the property. So we feel that we've worked in good faith
with them and are just using the existing building and the
exi sting door that's already there.

Next |'d like to tal k about turf. | know we heard
a lot fromfolks about turf and safety. And as a school,
it's certainly inportant to us that safety is top of mnd.
But | would like to point out in the ANC resol ution on page
14, paragraphs 45 through 48, it really addresses this nmatter
head on. | won't read it word for word, but I'd like to note
a fewitens.

This section notes that the community concerns
were largely resolved in an email from the Friends of the
Field, many of which are fol ks you ve heard from tonight.
Their meno in an enmil stated that replacing recycl ed rubber
tire elements with natural -based infill, such as a wood- based
mat erial, would be acceptable to them And | would say even
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the word replacing is a little bit inaccurate because we
never proposed a rubber-based infill. So we felt and feel
that that issue was settled.

But the ANCdid a lot of research on behal f of the
nei ghbor hood, obtained information on different types of
infill, in particular, the natural infill that we've always
pr oposed. The ANC s report notes that these materials
significantly reduce field tenperatures when conpared to the
rubber tire infill. So we feel good about wusing that
mat eri al .

Regarding the differences between natural grass
and synthetic turf, the ANC al so did nore research on behal f
of the nei ghborhood, reached out to a nei ghbor who had sone
expertise in environnmental analysis.

And they noted in their report that natural grass

coul d be workable for a tinme, but that ultimately that grass

conpacts. And that takes its toll. It leads to difficulty
in grow ng grass. And it limts the ability of water to
infiltrate into the dirt and the grass. This leads to

addi ti onal stormmater runoff.

When you conpare that to our proposal, which
i ncl udes a perneabl e underlayer to detain rainwater, we do
a much better job with the synthetic turf taking that water
runof f and depositing it where it's supposed to be.

And lastly, natural grass requires extensive
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fertilization and water. That water is best left in the
river. This was all noted by a neighbor that |ives on Qi ver
Street, one block from the hone, who does not share the
concerns about a synthetic field.

| would like to discuss the |[imted use by third
parties of the field that we're proposing. Wether it's a
yout h basebal | | eague, youth soccer | eague, or another youth
sports league, there is a strong need in the city for
mul ti purpose fields, in particul ar baseball di anonds. There
are only 2 90-foot baseball dianonds in Northwest D.C. So,
when those youth baseball |eagues need somewhere to play,
it's a scranble for them

W have a good, |ong history of working with users
to rent the field behind our school buildings. These
rel ati onships are long and strong. And we certainly have
rules for them And | have no probl emenforcing those rul es.
| am personally in charge of enforcing those rules wth
anyone who uses our field, And | have not had any problem
telling soneone if they don't abide by those rules they
cannot use our field. The sanme would hold true if we had
| essees at the new proposed space at the Episcopal Center.

Since the neeting in Septenber when we first
presented our plan to the ANC, we've noted that we expect
third-party users to be youth sports | eagues, not adult beer
| eagues, not janborees, as sone have insinuated in their
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testi nony.

| will also note the in the ANC resol ution on page
20, condition 3a, it says the followng. Maret shall only
be permtted to lease the fields to youth sports
organi zations based in the District of Colunbia. So we're
commtted to that. There is not going to be, as | said,
adult beer | eagues or anything that is not a D.C. -based youth

sports | eague that would use the field.

The last issue that | want to talk about is
alternative design. | know the Friends group has presented
what they think to be a workabl e solution for everyone. W

have noted in our earlier testinony that we need a basebal |
di anond, we need a nul ti purpose field.

But our teamdid | ook at | ots of options for this
site. W looked at a nunber of different configurations.
And the Friends put some sketches out there. But you can do
| ots of sketches. But until you stress test those, you
cannot get a clean picture of a plan's feasability.

For exanple, the second schene that the Friends
put up in their presentation encroaches on the brink of
heritage trees that are existing on the site. You have to
protect those heritage trees. So that site automatically is
non-vi abl e.

So our team has done work to stress test how you
can actually put the field onto the site, protect the healthy
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heritage trees, and neet all of the setback requirenents that
we have. | wll --

MR, TUVMMONDS: That concludes our rebuttal
testi nony.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. Thanks. M. Donohue, do
you have any questions about the rebuttal ?

MR DONOHUE: No, sir.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Al right. So now | got
-- I"'mgoing to |let M. Donohue have a concl usion, as well
as M. Tumonds. M. Tummonds will get the |last word. But
| do have a bunch of questions for after we've done all this
stuff. And so I'm going to try to do this | guess in a
coupl e of ways.

M. Tummonds, you guys -- so | aminterested in
seeing -- we're going to get sone information from you,
right? And so | aminterested in seeing the MU, whatever
you end up trying to put together. Gkay? D d you have a
constructi on managenent plan of sonme kind? | forget.

MR,  TUMMONDS: Yeah, if you look at the |ast,
starting in the conditions of the ANC resolution, starting
on page 12 of the Conmmission's resolution, it is section
nunber 5, comruni cati on concerni ng construction activity and
managenent of construction --

BZA CHAIR H LL: G ve ne a second. Are you in the
ANC s report?
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MR TUVWONDS: Yes. So |'msorry. They had two,
there's two sets of nunbers. There's the first sets of
nunbers which are for the resolution, which go pages 1
through 16 | believe. Yes. And then starting on what woul d
be page 17 is the attachnent to the resolution. And those
are the proposed conditions.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. Can you -- you were going
to read sonet hi ng.

MR TUMMONDS: GCkay. Wat I'mgoing to tell you
Is that there are 12 pages of constructi on nmanagenent-rel at ed
conditions in the ANC resolution. And --

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay, okay. So those are --
right. So you're going to put those in the MOU | guess for
us to kind of |ook at together in one area?

MR, TUWMONDS: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. And then what happened to
the whole like a task force thing with the people fromthe
different streets?

MR, TUVMMONDS: Right. So, first of all, the task
force was always intended to be just as really part of the
constructi on managenent plan. That's -- it was to hel p gui de
and dissemnate information about construction-rel ated
activity that was going to incur during the periods of
construction.

| think we wanted to nake sure that that was goi ng
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to be a viable and workable group. And we proposed to the
ANC that it should consist of ANC nenbers. And the ANC t hen
cane up wth who they believed would be part of a workable

group that woul d achieve the goals of the task force, which

Is really a construction nmanagenent task force.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. And that's in the -- and
I"'mtrying to pull up this thing again.

MR, TUMMVONDS: Sur e. Yes. The -- who is
participants in the --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: \Which exhibit are you in again?
Can you tell ne?

MR TUMMONDS: So this wuld be the ANC
resolution. So off the top of my head what exhibit nunber
that is, I'll get that checked.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | have so many files open now.
And that echo is not annoying at all.

MR. TUMMONDS: Exhibit 233 is the ANC resol ution.
And so, if you went to the fourth to last page of that
docunent, it should refer to itself as page 18.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Cot it.

MR, TUVMONDS: At the top, A ANC 3/4G shall pick
a Maret project task force.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. Got it. Al right. So
all of these again are going to be in the MU that you're
going to put together for us. |Is that correct?
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MR TUMMONDS: Correct.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. Because that will be an
easier place to look at it. Ckay. Let's see, construction
managenent pl an.

And then if you could submt whatever you have
about -- and I'lIl let all my fell ow Board nenbers al so ask
their questions. If you can, submt sonething about M.
Rat hbone' s di scussion and sonething that at |east nakes it
easier for us to understand the situation. | understand that
bui | ding was there before. | understand that door was there
before. But just sonething that explains what you all have
agreed to or what you think you're agreeing to.

MR, TUVMONDS: Absol utely.

BZA CHAIR HILL: The question that | have again
was for why you needed the baseball dianond. And one
explanation that |'ve been given thus far was in the
rebuttal. And it was that there's not a |ot of baseball
di anonds in the city was one portion of it. But could you
el aborate a little bit nore as to howthe school got to where
t hey need the basebal |l dianond?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Sur e. So we have a varsity
basebal | team of course. And they need sonewhere to play.
They currently practice and play at Jelleff. W have -- I'm
sure you know. We have an agreenent there where our kids can
go there to play and we can play ganmes, but that does run
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out. At that point, we do need sonewhere for our basebal
teamto play. So it's a progranmatic need for us.

MS. TALBOIT: And we've had baseball for nmany,
many years. Many school s have the problemof not being able
to find baseball dianonds. W have used the |easing fields
that was referred to before by the Conmm ssioner. W were
great partners with that and supported that field as well in
Sout heast. So we have had to kind of rotate around the city
| ooki ng for baseball dianonds. This --

BZA CHAIR HILL: |'"'m sorry to interrupt. The
netting is there because of the baseball field, correct?

MR, HOLLOWAY: No, it's soccer and potentially
| acr osse. You know, the distance from hone plate to the
netting like at Rittenhouse is 440 feet. So it's not

necessarily for baseball

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GOkay. But still, the height of
it would be nore or less kind of for baseball. [''m just
trying to get a sense of this. [It's not that hei ght because
of soccer.

MR, HOLLOVWAY: Yeah, | nean, given that we're
going to have baseball, |acrosse, and soccer all there, |

nmean, any one of those balls could make their way out of the
playing area. So that's what the netting is for.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Ckay. This is not a noney-nmaki ng
proposition for Maret, right. Like | nean, | don't see --
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you guys are not doing this in order to nake noney. | nean,
that's not what the school is there for. Can you clarify the
costs invol ved and how that woul d play out in terns of people
using the field?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Sure. The limted use by third
parties that we tal ked about would really only cover a small
portion of the annual cost of upkeep for this field.

When you tal k about the | ease paynents to t he ECC,
as wel | as mai ntenance on t he | andscape upbringing that we're
putting in place, nmaintenance of a synthetic turf field,
repairs that need to be done on netting on the site, |I nean,
there's any nunber of things that need to be done, any | ease
paynents would nerely offset a portion of our annual costs.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. So the -- or | should say
the ability to use the field is sonething that Maret is
thinking is a benefit for the comrunity on the whole. l's
t hat correct?

M5S. TALBOTT: Absolutely. And our field at the
Wodl ey canpus, we offer it to DC Soccer and many other
pl aces because there's not enough field space in the city.
It is totally, mainly to benefit the greater comunity.
We've also kept the field open to our neighbors and the
community so that they don't have to go other places to go
do a pickup Frisbee match.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. And | think, M. Tunmonds,
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al so Chai rman Hood was interested in sonme clarification on
your opinion to the letter that was provided from QAG

MR, TUVWWONDS: That's correct.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR TUMMONDS: -- to it, also provide the
I nformation that Comm ssi oner Hood requested with regards to
the Dwm ght Misley Field. And we have that information.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay. M. Tummonds, can you give
me an i dea as to what things you all have al ready, what's the
word, hel ped out with, Iike, you know, negotiating with the
community in terns of Iike a back and forth? Like what have
you given up to get to where you are right now? And |
apol ogi ze, because that delay is just throwing ne. So do you
under stand ny question?

MR, TUMMONDS: COkay. Yeah, | think to point to
M. Holloway's testinony at the begi nning, you may renenber
that one of the first site plans he presented included all
t hese red boxes that went all the way around the field. And
we tal ked about the changes that have been nmade to the field
in response to comments and questions and concerns that we
have heard from So we think that is a good indication of
all the stuff we've done.

It was a little tough to see. But then in our
statement as well, in our PowerPoint presentation, we've
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broken that down. There are sone other slides that group
t hose changes we' ve made under | arger headings like intensity

of use, stormwater nmnagenent site design.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Where do you see -- | am-- thank
you. That was six hours ago --

MR, TUVMONDS: Yeabh.

BZA CHAIR HILL: -- that I'm looking at this
slide. But now |'mback to this. [|s there another --

MR TUMVONDS: Yeah, slides 14 and 15.

BZA CHAIR HILL: In addition to 7.

MR, TUWONDS: Correct.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: When you submt sonething to the
record again, can you submt 7, 14, you know, slide 7, and
what did you say, 14 and 17?

MR, TUMMONDS: 14 and 15.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: 14 and 15. | would like to see
a summary as to what you guys have already worked with with
the community.

MR, HOLLOWAY: Chairman Hill, I'm going to try
thing to try to fix that echo. So just bear with us for a
second. GCkay. Can you hear us?

BZA CHAIR H LL: | can hear you.

MR. HOLLOMWAY: Are you --

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ch --

MR. HOLLOMAY: -- echo still?
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BZA CHAIR H LL: Can you hear ne?
MR HOLLOMAY: Yes.
BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ch, wow, that's gone. Ch ny

gosh, it was awful.

MR, HOLLOMAY: |'ma tech w zard.

BZA CHAIR HLL: | was literally like -- it was
the nost distracting thing, anyway. Well, at [east ny fell ow
Board nenbers now won't have to suffer through it when
they're asking their questions. | had hoped that -- they'l]l
think that I'"m-- okay. Al right.

kay. Sorry. Gve nme one second, and then I'1|
turn it over to ny Board nenbers. Al right. | think that
was it for nme in terns of questions. Ch, | did have one
guestion for M. Donohue. M. Donohue, can you hear ne?

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, sir.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: So you' ve been working with this,
your client for a little while now?

MR. DONOHUE: Yeah, since Novenber.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay. So did you get an idea as
to what other things your client mght -- because, again,
what has been -- |'"mjust curious. This is a question as to
what ot her things your client m ght have thought was going
to happen with that, you know, what other things the Friends
of the Field mght have like to see there rather than what
is currently being proposed.
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| nean, | understand the one field. But there are
a variety or a nultitude of other things that could happen
to that property. Do you know if they had thought of other
t hi ngs?

MR DONOHUE: Well, let's tal k about the Friends'
proposal for a nonent, M. Chair, because seven hours in was
the first tinme we've had any engagenent on the Friends'
suggesti on about what could be an acceptable offer. You
know, we had a detail ed di scussi on about the one field, grass
only, per the |limtations on the use. And we had no
guestions fromthe Applicant. W got no engagenent on that
at all.

BZA CHAIR HILL: No, I'msorry, M. Donohue. M
guestion was -- forget about The Maret School. Like did, had
they thought of other things that mght happen to that
property? That was ny question to you.

MR, DONOHUE: Had they thought about what m ght
happen to the ECC --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yeah, if The Maret School wasn't
here, if this proposal wasn't on the table, what had they
t hought m ght be an acceptable solution to that property?
And | can ask the ANC comm ssioners. They m ght know al so.
But you know - -

MR, DONOHUE: |If you want to know what the Friends
t hi nks about it, we should ask the Friends. But we didn't
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have that conversati on.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. M. Sherman, can you hear
me?

MR SHERMAN: Sorry. | couldn't find nmy nute.
It was hidden. Yes, | can hear you. Yes, | can.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: So ny question was, forget about
The Maret School, Iike, you know, what other things -- |
mean, it's a big piece of property.

MR. SHERMAN: Right.

BZA CHAIR HILL: And you guys know, |ike what
other things did you think or had hoped, the Friends had
hoped was goi ng to happen with that property?

MR, SHERVAN: Wel |, you have t o understand, again,
goi ng back to the question |I think you had asked or one of
t he Board nenbers had asked about when we first got invol ved,

as | believe Conm ssioner Speck mentioned or soneone else
menti oned, DCPS was interested in the property. They wanted
to purchase it, not lease it. So ECC decided not to engage
DCPS. There's a history there. But we were not at the tine
t hat was happeni ng, as nei ghborhood resi dents, aware of those
conversations. And we were not involved.

There were other options. M. Sinmons of ECC
menti oned that they had a number of suitors, people calling
t hem devel opers and ot hers.

Keeping in mnd that this is zoned residential
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right now, this is what the special exceptionis for, right.
It's zoned residential --

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay. That's all right. So you
have, this is the only thing that was on the table that you
guys had thought about, because this is what's on the table
that you have to consi der.

MR SHERMAN: Wl |, nobody was floating another
of fer or anot her suggestion by us to say, hey, let's see if
we can do this.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Al right. Okay.

MR, SHERMAN:. But let nme say this. One thing that
has concerned us is that a nunber of people have raised the
specter of, oh ny gosh, if you don't go for this proposal
then they're going to put | owincome housi ng on the property.
It's come up i n nunerous conversations. Well, |'mnot saying
it's something that's occurred to you. "' m sinply saying
it's occurred in many of the public conversations. Al l
right.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | was just curious.

MR. SHERVAN:  Yeah.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: It's okay, M. Sherman. | was
just curious. And --

( Si mul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: -- zoning experts. There's a
mul ti tude of things that can happen to that property --
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MR. SHERVAN:. Ri ght.

BZA CHAIR HILL: -- that are outside what you
t hi nk m ght happen to that property. But that's okay.

MR. SHERVAN: | don't doubt that.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | was just curious.

MR. SHERVAN:. Ri ght.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: So all right. It | ooks Iike,
Comm ssi oner Speck, were you about to say sonething? No?
Ckay. Al right. |"'mgoing to turn it over to ny fellow
Board nenbers. Who would |ike to go next with any questions
they have? M. Smith has his hand up first.

MEMBER SM TH: | just have one question as to The
Maret School, and it's about that netting based on sone of
the testinony that we received fromthe residents out there,
the protective netting that Chair H Il brought up.

Was there a reason -- was that required by the ANC
as part of your negotiations? \What is the reasoning for
havi ng such a large netting structure there?

MR, HOLLOMAY: Sure. So it was not required by
the ANC. What we were trying to do is find the right height
to keep balls fromescaping the surface of play to get into
nei ghbors' backyards. | think in our resolution with ANC
we've also said, you know, where we can go |lower on the
netting we shall certainly endeavor to do so. But we've
triedtodois tell the neighbors, you know, we think 30 feet
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In these spots is what we're going to need to have to keep
those balls in the field of play.

MEMBER SM TH: Okay. And is that 30 feet based
on for recomendation for this type of various structure for
athletic fields primarily used by, you know, schools or from
particular -- |'m just asking, because it's a very |arge
netting structure, sonething that | -- you know, sonething
of this size rem nds nme of sonething at Topgolf. So that's
nmy question.

M5. TALBOTT: | would like to just try to answer
that. |f you cane to our school, you would see that we have
netting around our whole field because we have nei ghbors
surroundi ng our field. The netting we're presenting has hol e
that are going to be grade so that they don't stick into your
face. The netting is sonething you can | ook through. And
it's what you have at Jelleff. It's what you have at nopst
of the schools that are in the nei ghborhoods.

MEMBER SM TH: Okay. And it sounds |ike --

M5. TALBOIT: Qur | andscape and our athletic
people who build fields, this is their recommendati on. W
don't want to put any higher netting than is necessary.

MEMBER SM TH: Understood. And it sounds |i ke,
based on what was stated a little earlier, you will continue
to have discussion with the ANC. So okay. So |I'm sorry.
M. Speck.
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MR, SPECK: Yeah, if you just |ook at the first
page of our conditions on this particular paragraph, it's
paragraph 1d, the protective netting shall be no taller than
30 feet, neasured from the finished rig adjacent to the
I mmedi ate |ocation and shall be reduced to |ower Ievels
whenever possi bl e based on field experience and observati on.
So, if the, a lower net will work, it wll be reduced under
our conditions.

MEMBER SM TH: Got you. GCkay. | see. Al right.
Thank you. Thank you, Maret team

BZA CHAIR HI LL: GCkay. Who's next? Let's let the
Chai rman Hood go | ast, because, you know, he is the chairman.
Let's go, M. Bl ake.

MEMBER BLAKE: Sure, so a quick followup to M.
Smth's question. Is it possible to have the net be vari able
in height in tinmes when the ganme i s, ganmes are goi nhg or not?
And is that cost prohibitive, or is that actually sonething
that's feasible based on the technol ogy that's avail abl e at
a cost mmnagenent price?

MR, HOLLOMAY: So | would say, you know, we are
al ways trying to manage, you know, what we're doing froma
cost perspective. There is technology for variable height
netting. One of the problens with that, though, cones with
-- you know, you go out there. The coaches are out there
havi ng a practice. They either forget to put the netting up,
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forget to take it down, that type of thing. And then the
balls go where you don't want themto go. That's why we've
opted for the permanent netting. Just hoping that answers
your questi on.

M5. TALBOTT: And | would just say that the goal
posts for the football field are going to be renovable, so
they'Il only be up during the fall season. And that | think
woul d be nore of a visual sight than the netting.

MEMBER BLAKE: Ckay. And this nay be a question
for M. Speck. Wth regard to the, M. Axelrod' s coment
earlier about the ongoing input fromthe i medi at el y adj acent
nei ghbors, is that -- | noticed the task force really is
dealing with the pre-construction.

But as an ongoing matter, how did that work out,
because he indicated you kind of |like, he was excluded from
the last part? It seened like that should be an ongoing
thing. Could you explain how that worked out?

MR. SPECK: The task force is only for the
construction period. And it will <consist of the ANC
comri ssioners and their designees. So the ANC, the
comni ssioners can designate others as well to participate in
the task force as needed. If a particular issue cones up
that we want soneone who has famliarity with that issue,
then we'll put themon the task force as well. But it's only
for the construction period.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwDN

o O

~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

312

There wi Il continue to be ANC nonitoring, because
we've got reports that are required over a ten-year period
on a variety of issues, traffic and stornmwater managenent
particularly. So we'll still be nonitoring what's goi ng on,
but it won't be through this fornmal task force, whichis only
for the construction period.

MEMBER BLAKE: Well, was M. Axelrod's proposa
that you vetted an ongoing task force or not a -- was that

just for the task force period?

MR SPECK: It was just for the construction
peri od.

MEMBER BLAKE: kay. Thank you.

MR, SPECK: Just for the construction period.

MEMBER BLAKE: Ckay, okay. And the question |
have for the Maret team quickly is that | understand that
this is not areal revenue generating center for you. If you
di d not have revenues fromthis, would this still be feasible

economi cal | y?
MS. TALBOTT: The answer is yes. It will put, you

know, nore burden on our famlies and tuition paynents. But

we are not seeing this at all as a cash cow It is nore to
help us with the general maintenance. 1It's not to help us
with the | ease. It's for the general maintenance of the
field.

And | woul d say that Wl son, Sidwell, many school s
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do rent to D.C -based youth at a fairly | ow anount per hour,
which is what we do on our own backfield to help with the
wear and tear.

MEMBER BLAKE: And, then the | ast question on that
woul d be, and this could be to the ANC as well. Did you | ook
at a phase-in period where you could do sonething to m nim ze
the, or kind of introduce the activity to the field, as
opposed to the full-on traffic initially?

For exanple, not having the secondary, the
third-party activitiesinitially, and then starting just with
the Maret traffic? O is that, that just didn't nmake sense?

M5. TALBOIT: Are you asking nme or Randy, M.
Speck?

MEMBER BLAKE: Actually, it was to the both of you.
Whoever could answer it. ['"m just curious whether that
di scussion took place, and if it nmade sense or not.

MR, SPECK: There were discussions about phasing
it in, and we've al so got a provision in our conditions, that
speci fy that on the usage tine period, the periods of usage,
that that can be nodified based on experience as well.

And, it would have to cone back to the BZA for an
anendnment to the order. But we think that we ought to | ook
at experience, and see how that works out. And, deci de
whet her it should be increased or decreased.

M5. TALBOTT: | also would just say, and | think

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

314

Comm ssi oner Speck would agree with us, that we started with
nore hours for outside youth sports groups, because of the
demand. And, we heard from DC Soccer and ot her places, they
want ed nore hours.

But we reduced themwi th t he ANC s acknow edgnent,
so that we're not on the field as nuch as we coul d have been.

MR SPECK: And, as we note in our resolution,
there's a push-pull here between sone conmm ssi oners, sone of
our conm ssioners, wanted nuch nore use, use by youth groups
because they, they think that's a very inportant aspect of
this community asset.

But we were sensitive to the i nmedi ate nei ghbors,
and so we reached a conproni se essentially. One that was
still having a significant use for youth sports groups, but
also restricted the hours so that it wasn't as intrusive as
it mght have been.

MEMBER BLAKE: All right, thank you very nuch. |
appreci ate those answers.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Just to followup before | get to
Chai rman Hood. You guys, or a comm ssioner, and also the
Maret team \What is the mechanismw th which you' re com ng
back to speak to the ANC in terns of how this is going?

M . Tumonds, maybe?

MR. TUMMONDS: Sur e. Well, | think there is --
okay, great.
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First of all, there are, we have the requirenents
to nonitor our, the traffic and parking aspect.

So, | believe it's every, once in the spring and
once inthe fall, for the first three years, we have to cone
back to the ANC to say, here are the parking accounts that
we did, here are, they are basically in keeping with what the
CTR anti ci pat ed.

So, for the first three years, we're com ng back
twce a year to do that.

M. Holloway also nentioned that for 10 years,
we're filing notice of annual reports on the status of the
storm wat er managenent systens, and how they're worKking.

Al so, we, the Maret team they are going to be a
menber of this community. And, ECC is a nenber of this
comruni ty. And, | think that certainly wth the
rel ati onships that we've established with the ANC, wth
Chai rman Speck, with our SMD M. Hi ggins, they know our
nunber, we know their nunber, and we will continue to have
di al ogue with them on a continual basis.

And, certainly through this construction peri od,
we're going to have a | ot of dial ogue.

BZA CHAIR HILL: No, | appreciate it. The
construction period seens very well thought out. |It's nore
again, we in the past, have had where there's been |ike, you
know, you go back to the ANC every six nonths, or something
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i ke that. Just to discuss how things are going.

And, | don't nean necessarily, about traffic.
It's anything. | nmean, and | don't know whether, and |'m
again trying to go through the conditions that the ANC has
put forward, that why we'll have an opportunity to | ook nore
cl osely at when you put it together with an MOU.

But if you can highlight, or show how you wi |l be
i nvol ved with the ANC after the construction. You know, how
do we know that the school will continue to be engaged with
the community, and their concerns noving forward?

MR. TUMVONDS: Yes. We'll be sure to address that
in the MOU

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you. And, then the final
thing and then I'Il get to Chairman Hood, sorry Chairman
Hood, is that the, and this is to the Maret team again

The whol e ECC agreenent stuff, |ike how did that
come about? And, would you also in your testinony and just
again reiterate, that it's a partnership with ECC that is

going to, not that this has anything to do necessarily with

the regulations, | just, thisis for ny own curiosity, right.
Li ke, | nean the regul ations are very clear as to
what we're supposed to look at. |'mcurious as to how the

ECC thing cane about, and your testinony is that this
arrangenment will facilitate the ECC s ability to conti nue on.
| s that correct?
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M5. TALBOTT: Correct.

BZA CHAIR H LL: And, how did it cone about?

M5. TALBOTT: | think that it was known in the
community, and at the ANC, that ETC ceased its ongoing
operations two years ago. There was a lot of interest from
different groups. Maret heard about that, and our board
approached the board in ECC about a |ong-term| ease.

ETC was not interested in selling its property as
t hey said. DCPS and other groups, had offered different
types of arrangenents. But ECC felt that we were npst
aligned in what they believe in, and do.

| think that the partnership has continued to
enhance as we work together on the plans, on howto really
support one anot her.

|"'m sure that Bill Sinmmons or Stephanie Nash,
could answer it from their perspective. But it was out
there, it was in the public domain. W knew that DCPS was
| ooking at it. W knew that other people, and we have had
this | ong-term need.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, | appreciate it. Thank you.

Chai rman Hood, do you have questions?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Yes, thank you M. Chairnman

When | |l ook at, after hearing all this today for
a few hours give and take, and the different positions, | go
back to Subtitle U and Subtitle X, the private school shal
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be | ocated so that it is not likely to becone objectionable
to adjoining nearby properties because of noise, traffic,
nunber of students, and otherw se (inaudible) goes on norm
and things that the Chairnman nentioned we are supposed to
| ook at .

One of the things that |I've said in another case,
and |'mgoing tosay it inthis one, too. At sone point, all
of us were young. Wo wants to go to a baseball gane, or a
soccer gane, where you can't hear?

Blow ng a whistle is part of the gane. Having a
referee there is part of the gane. And, the young | ady who,
comm ssioner, | think it was conmm ssioner, one of the
comm ssioners, | can't, | think I wote her nane down,
Conmi ssioner was it Brooks?

But either way, yes, Conm ssioner Brooks, talked
about equity. At some point in time, all of us were young
and played sports. | haven't been to any sporting events
that were quiet. | haven't been to any.

So, what ny point is, let's continue to continue
to have that dialogue with Maret. | know that there's sone
nore things that we may be replying to, and it | ooks |ike the
ANC had a lot of things fine, too.

| think we need to probably expand a little bit
nore, the dialogue with the, and | heard the discussion
bet ween Board Menber Bl ake and the ANC.
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W m ght need to expand that group that's going
to continue to nonitor what's going on. | think that can be
updat ed.

But let nme ask M. Sherman this. Wen you talk
about other uses that can go there, it's not necessarily | ow
I ncone. But it could be affordabl e housing. And, that's one
of the things, | think, Wst of the Park, and ot her areas can
do their fair share.

But in this case, that's not before us. That' s
not the proposal that's before us. Maret is not talking
about getting into the affordabl e housi ng business.

And, when | |ook at your, M. Sherman, when |
| ooked at | think it was yours, because it's been a few hours
so forgive ne if | got whoever's PowerPoint presentation it
was.

One of themhad, | think you all's recomendati on
whi ch took away the di anond, and the other one had the field
and the dianond. | believe you said, | think the, your
organi zation M. Sherman, was fine w thout the dianond, and
maybe some ot her caveats. But Maret is reconmending with the
di anond.

Is that, did | characterize that, did | capture
that correctly, or am| mscharacterizing?

MR, SHERMAN: Yes, you did.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: So, again, it goes back to ny point
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of maxim zing. The problemwith a lot of things, and | hate
to bring this analogy in for sure. The problem wth FedEx
Field was when it was built, it was al ready outdated. It was
al ready out dat ed.

So, you know, | know people when we build stuff
in the city like we did the tech hotel sone years ago, the
Zoni ng Comm ssion by mandate by Congress. When they were
built, what we did was, just in case, nobody even tal ks about
tech hotels anynore. It doesn't happen. Those pl ace turned
into office buildings.

So, it was an adjusted use. It was built, but it
didn't satisfy the requirenment that we were nmandated to do
here in the city. So, nowit's office buildings.

So, I"mjust throwi ng that out there, M. Shernman.
| do know there are adverse inpacts. | just want to al ways,
| al ways push and push, to continue to nmake sure peopl e work
t he (i naudi bl e).

| believe Maret should be part of the good
nei ghbor policy. And, | always have said that for years.
And, M. Sherman, | understand that there are sone inpacts,
and there is sone give and take. Not just from M. Sherman,
but from Maret as well. You m ght close the gap.

And, one of the things that Board Menber Bl ake
said that | think was so pivotal in this case, is at sone
point, increnentally, and |'mnot trying to put words in your
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mouth. | took as what he said is, increnentally put things
I n place. And, grow to the larger need, as opposed to
starting off bam

And, let the community work along with Maret, and
let's increnentally get there.

So, M. Donohue and M. Sherman, and others, |
hope you all wll continue to work with Maret, because | know
the Board w |l nmake the decision. W're going to |l ook at the
regul ations within zoning. A lot of stuff is comng to play
that probably is not within our area.

But when | | ook at objectionable to an adj oi ni ng
and nearby property, | have to have a confort level. And,
when you tal k about noise, a referee blowing a whistle? |If
that's all | had in ny nei ghborhood, I would be great.

MR, SHERVAN: Yes.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: A referee blowing a whistle. You
know how nmany people want that, M. Sherman? |nstead of the
ot her things that we have.

So, | guess ny point to everyone is, continue to
wor K. Continue to work at it. Take sone of what Board
Menber Bl ake, and ny ot her col |l eagues have nentioned. And,
|l ets see what we conme back with. Let's try to get closer
t oget her because at the end of the day, it's about the young
f ol ks.

MR, SHERMAN: Chairnman Hill, could I --
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(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

ZC CHAIR HOOD: That's all | have.

MR. SHERMAN. -- could | just --

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Yes.

MR. SHERMAN. -- give a response to that? Yes.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Sure.

MR, SHERMAN. So, | appreciate everything that
you' ve just said. And, (inaudible) be sure that it has
conveyed you and the other board nenbers, that in our
alternative plan, we are giving Maret 82 percent of what
Mar et wants.

All we're asking is that we balance a little bit
better, the needs of the imediate adjacent neighbors.
That's all we're asking.

And to us, having been through this | ong process
wher e we sought t hrough our ANC, wi t hout success, to get sone
reaction to our concrete good faith offers, we're now before
t he BZA.

And again, we really appreciate the party status.
But's it 82 percent of what they want. W frankly find it
hard to see why that would not be a good deal for al
parties.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: So, M. Sherman, | will tell you
where |'m stuck at is not seeing the baseball dianond. I
can't get beyond that.
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So, if you can, hel p ne understand why | don't see
a baseball. Wy are we not maxi m zing the use?

MR. SHERMAN: Because one of the reasons why they
need the netting to be so high, is because the fields are
pushed right to the edge of the property line, wth the
conti guous nei ghbors. And, therefore, they have to have the

netting.

There are very few fields in the District of
Colunbia, in the study that we revealed for you of 217
playing fields, where the fields are sided in such a way t hat
you require netting.

It's only when you're trying to pound 10 pounds
of sand in a five pound bag that you cone up with that. 1It's
too big. It's toointrusive. That's what we've been sayi ng.
But we're not opposed to it. W also want to underscore
t hat .

One final thing. Maret has use of their basebal
di anond at Jelleff until 2029. There is no urgency for a
baseball field on their part, at this point. It's only
because they want to use it at this field, and therein lies
the rub with the i medi at e nei ghbors.

This is not a difficult problem to fix, board
menber s.

BZA CHAIR H LL: M. Sherman, M. Sherman, | want
to |l et you know sonething. You keep saying this 82 percent
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thing, right? And, you're taking away a basebal |l di anond.

And, so, you know, |'m just saying you nmake it
sound as though you're trying to do apples for apples here.
O, you know, it's not.

And, so |I'm not saying that, |'m not saying you
haven't nmade your argunent. |'mjust saying don't make it
sound like you're giving themexactly what they want.

And, we all know about netting. And, we know
about what's been put in neighborhoods. We're here every
week, right. And, we hear, |'ve heard thousands of cases.

And, so, you know, we are here to |look at the
regul ati ons, and whether or not we think this is fitting
within the regul ations, right.

But all I'm just trying to take issue with is
you're saying this 82 percent, as if you' re providing an

appl es for apples situation.

And, by the way, |I'm not trying to rehash al
this. Li ke, you've clearly, you guys have clearly
articulated. | thought your presentation was very good as

to why you think that they're not neeting the regul ation.

So, all I was just taking issue withis that it's
not an apples for apples trade.
MR. SHERMAN: Yes, and Chairman Hill, all I'm

trying to reiterate to you, is that we can have an ani cabl e
outcone for everybody here. That's all I'"mtrying to say.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A WD

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

325

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.
ZC CHAIR HOOD: And, M. Sherman, that's why |I'm
trying, that's why I'mhaving this discussionwith you. Wth

you, and | want Maret to hear this discussion because that's

exactly what |'m | ooking for when you cone back.

| believe it can be done. The good nei ghbor
policy is always work. And, | believe it works. But | wll
say this to you, M. Sherman, and |I' mnot picking on you, |'m
j ust sayi ng.

When |'m thinking about the field where Maret
plays in our neighborhood and I'm trying to think. The
houses are right there, and | was trying to think about a
net. You know what the net was? The nei ghbors' cars.

So, and they still there even though Maret's not
playing in there. So, | think there's sonme precautions that
you may be getting, that ny nei ghborhood did not get.

But I will tell you, M. Donohue, and all, and
also M. Tummonds, lets you all continue to have the
conver sati on

Commi ssi oner Speck, and it look like they did a
yeoman's job. | know sone people may not agree with where
t hey | anded, but they put a whole | ot of conditions in there.

Sonme are enforced by us, and sone that are enforced between
the two of them And, | think that's why the Chairman has
asked to tal k about the MOU.
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So, | still think all this is still do-able, but
It's going to take sone give and take on everyone's side.

That's all | have, M. Chairnman.

Thank you.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Thanks, Chairnman Hood.

l"mgoing to Il et the comm ssioners, | nean out of
the ANC you'll get a conclusion. And, then as wll M., did
| | ose the attorney?

Where's M. Donohue? Oh, there we go. Sorry.

H , M. Donohue.

So, M. Donohue, you'll get a conclusion also.
|"mgoing to deal with the comm ssioner first, and then you,
M . Donohue. And, then end with the applicant in terns of
a concl usi on.

And, before | go, thisis to M. Tumobnds and t he
team There was this whol e question of the bl eacher seati ng.
And, |i ke the bl eachers being faced sonewhere, or sormet hi ng,
or there wasn't enough seats naybe.

Can you just provide sone feedback to that
testi nony?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Sure. So, we're proposing noveabl e
bl eachers on the site for the nmulti-purpose field, and then
per manent bl eachers on the baseball di anond.

The reason we're proposi ng novabl e bl eachers for
the multi-purpose field is because depending on the sport,
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t hat depends on where you need to put the bl eachers.

Sonetinmes the teans are on the sane side of the
field. Sonmetinmes they're on the opposite side fo the field.

And, so those bl eachers, that set of two, would
hol d about 40 people each, we're estimating. And, so that's
what we think wll acconmmopdate the mpjority at the ganes,
that we're tal king about holding at the site.

So, that's what we're proposing. Does that answer
your question?

BZA CHAIR H LL: Yes. And, then is it, so as we
are going to | earn about how you're going to have conti nued
di scussions with the community, if it seenms as though you
need nore bl eachers, so that the people that are, you know,
t he spectators are facing the correct direction and wat chi ng,
and therefore, the noise is going away fromthe conmunity,
that is sonething that woul d get addressed at that point.

s that what you're trying, I"'mtrying to first
of all, find out if you guys are open to nore bl eachers if
you need it, and | would assunme the answer would be yes.
Correct?

MR, HOLLOWAY: Yes, | nean in just kind of wit
| ar ge, we are open al ways to conti nui ng conversation with the
ANC, about mtigating any i npacts that pop up that we weren't
anticipating at the tine.

| nmean, Marjo and | are in regular contact with
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the chair of the ANC here, and with the park. So, we
certainly would do that.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Got it. And, so then | guess, M.
Tummonds, that's what |'mal so | ooking for as to how you guys
are going back to the ANC after the construction, after the
construction's finished so that right, if that nei ghbor had
an issue wth the sound and t hey thought maybe an addi ti onal
bl eacher coul d get put up, you know, that woul d be sonet hi ng
that would be put forward with the ANC at whatever tine it
I's that you guys have now, that whatever nechani sm you al
put forward.

And, so |I'd be looking for that is what |'m
sayi ng, M. Tummonds, okay?

MR, TUMMONDS: Got it.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

Al right, do ny fellow board nmenbers have any
guestions before we go to concl usi ons?

(No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, so --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

ZC CHAIR HOOD: -- could sonebody just tell ne
ri ght quick, where is the 82 percent chart? Mybe |I can | ook
and find it, but if anybody knows where it is right quick.

The chart that had the 82 percent that M. Shernman
was saying that they were willing.
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| knowit's in their presentation. 1Is it in the
first, second, or third, third PowerPoint presentation?
| f sonmebody could just give just that information

so |l want to --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. Sherman, do you know what
Chai rman Hood - -

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Exactly.

BZA CHAIR H LL: -- is referring to?

MR, SHERMAN: Yes, and we cited anot her docunent.
We'll followup with you and provide that informati on to you,
Chai r man Hood.

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Ckay, thank you.

MR, SHERMAN: Uh huh.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, M. Shernman?

MR, SHERMAN: (No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Sherman?

MR, SHERMAN: Yes, uh huh?

BZA CHAIR HILL: I'msorry, there just, | have to
close the record except for things that we ask for. So,
that's why |'ve got to try to understand what is it that you

want to try, or is it sonewhere that's in here and you're
going to try to pull fromit?

MR, SHERMAN: It's the count of Maret sports teans,
that woul d benefit fromone nulti-purpose field wthout the
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basebal | di anond.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | got vyou. So, you can submt
sonething into the record that --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR DONOHUE: It's in the record. W're going to
gi ve you an exhibit nunber.

BZA CHAIR H LL: You're going to, |I'mjust saying,
you're going to add that to the record?

MR DONOHUE: It's in the record. W're going to
give you the slide identification so you knowit. But it's
in the record.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | understand. But |'msaying --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

ZC CHAIR HOOD: No, it'sinthe record. | probably

still have it --
BZA CHAIR HILL: -- you have to let us know t hat
ZC CHAIR HOOD: -- shortly, so.
BZA CHAIR HILL: -- you have to let us know t hat

sonmehow, is what I'mtrying to get at.

And, then it's sonmething that's going to get put
into the record, M. Donohue. That's what |'mjust trying
t o under st and.

So, you're going to submt sonmething into the
record that points out where it is in the record, is that
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what you're saying, M. Donohue?

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, sSir.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, there you go.

Al right, so Comm ssi oner Speck, you want to give
us a conclusion, please, and then M. Donohue, and then M.
Tunmmonds.

MR SPECK: It's been a very long day, | know for
all you. We really appreciate the Board's attention through
all of this. And, | know it's very conplicated in sone
respects, but you've handled it extrenely well, and we
appreci ate that.

| don't have anything else to add. Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thanks, Comm ssioner Speck.

Commi ssi oner Speck, we al ways appreci ate t he ANCs,
and all the work they do. And, | knowthat it's taken a | ong
time for youto get tothis point. | don't know what's goi ng
to happen, but it took you a long tinme to get here.

So, congratulations to you all, as well, and
surviving it as well, and doi ng your best.

MR. SPECK: Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. Donohue?

MR, DONOHUE: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Briefly, just a few things I want to go over.
One, a little while ago we heard testinony from Dr. Nash,
fromECC. And, | thought that was very conpelling. Because
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ECC | know, has had a presence there in that conmunity for
a long tine.

This case is not about ECC But | think the
nei ghbors are encouraged that ECC hopes to reopen, perhaps
in the fall.

But enbedded in her testinony was that they hope
to open with sonme 20 students. That's a small presence
there, so we're hopeful that that conmes back as a nore robust
program

Secondly, |I've beeninvolved with this group since
Novenber, as | explained to you a few nonments ago. |'m not
awar e of anyone being bullied into a position. Wen we asked
you for party status, you asked us about what our nunbers
were. And, at the tinme, | said approxi mately 250.

That nunber has grown to about 272, 274. |'mnot

aware of any instances where people are bullied into a

posi tion.

There were sonme things said; there were sone
all egations nade at ANC neetings. There's sonme hard
feelings, | suppose, but I'mnot aware of any bullying.

W did propose two alternate schenes. We had
testinmony fromM. Patton, and M. Sherman. M. Shernman has
that anplified, and he tried to address your questions about
how t hat m ght worKk.

Admittedly, these aren't fully engineered pl ans,
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however, they are less inpactful. They're better at saving
trees. They're better at saving heritage trees. W think
it's 82 percent of what Maret has asked for; perhaps not.
M. Hood wll do the math.

But we think it's a good proposal, and we think
it merits further discussion. W got very little interest
on the part of the Maret team

| point out by the way, that Maret has a, the
opportunity to continue its use of Jelleff Fields until 2029.
2029. And, | don't know whether that's extendable. Perhaps
it is; | don't know.

Earlier on, nmuch earlier on, M. Hood asked us
about the AG s opinion, and asked us why they didn't cite the
Court of Appeals opinion. And, | don't know either.

W did ask themto get involved in the case. W
didn't guide them in their direction. W didn't do the
research for them but we certainly invited their attention
to what we thought was a zoning problem

But | do want to read you sonething fromthe case,
M. Hood, and I want to answer the question that you raised,
maybe seven hours ago.

This is from page 1 of the Court of Appeals'
opi nion, tal king about the athletic facilities attendant to
Nati onal Cathedral. Sane canpus.

Specifically, the BZA found that the athletic
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facility constitutes either an extension of the principal use
of the school, or a quote, accessory use. Because the
Board's finding that it is an accessory use i s sustainabl e,
we need not consider whether the facility is reasonable
characterized as a principal use.

In other words, the Court of Appeals said it's
attendant to the principal use, which is an existing speci al
exception and therefore, allowed, or it's an accessory use.

Now here, the principal use, Maret, is about three
mles down the road. You actually can't get there in three
mles. |It's three and a half mles.

There is no special exception from Maret on the
prem ses. So, it's got to be accessory. |It's got to be an
accessory, or adjunct. And, he goes on to tal k about adj unct
uses. And, if it's adjunct to Maret, then how can it be off

the prem ses? How can it be three nmles away?

Earlier on, | chuckled when a board nenber
menti oned Topgolf. [It's the first thing | thought of when
| saw the fencing going up. By the way, the fencing, the
screens are going up above 12-feet of retaining wall. And,

Topgol f was the first thing that cane to m nd.

This al so occurs tone, and | struggle with it but
"' mgoing to suggest this to you anyway. |f the Maret team s
interpretation is true, that the principal use can be an
athletic facility as a stand alone use, then what's to
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prevent anot her school or college, fromcodi ng a sportspl ex,
like a St. Janes, or sone other sportsplex, unrelated to
their canpus, on a site and fall under the special exception
facility?

You have to have the accessory part of the
definition we tal ked about so many hours ago. It's either
got to be attendant to the principal use, or accessory. And
If it's accessory, it's got to be on the sane lot. That's
t he opinion the AGtook, and that's the opinion that we have.

And, that's where I'll close, M. Chairnan.

Thank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thanks, M. Donohue. Thank you
for your participation, and your client's participation
t hr oughout the day.

Chai rman Hood, you have sonet hi ng?

ZC CHAI R HOOD: Yes, M. Donohue, can you provide
that first page that you just read about the record?

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, sir.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: | f the Chairman woul d al | ow? Ckay,
t hank you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, all right, M. Donohue, then
| guess you can put that in there at the sane tine that you
put in the, with the reference to the exhibit.

M. Tummonds?

MR, TUWONDS: G eat, thank you very nuch.
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As noted inour initial statenent, our pre-hearing
statenent, our response to the notion to postpone, and the
I nformation that we' ve provi ded here today, the applicant has
satisfied the special exception standards for the proposed
private school use.

The O fice of Planning, DDOI, and the ANC 3/4G
agree with this concl usion. W will submt the requested
I nformation that you' ve asked for, and we will address the
I ssue of the principal use, and how this, this application
and Maret's athletic fields, satisfy those requirenents as
agreed to by the Zoning Administrator, as noted in the
precedential BZA case from NCS.

And, | think just in the idea of what we're
tal ki ng about here today. It is through the discussion of
this use and it inpacts, that we get to the questions that
are rel evant.

M . Donohue just nentioned, you know, what woul d
happen if this, this entity wanted to do this, this, and
this? WelIl, you could say okay, let's talk about that, and
then we can go through a process to say that's not
appropriate here. That is not in keeping with the intent and
integrity of the zoning regul ations, pursuant to Subtitle X
901. 2.

We think that the special exception process all ows
appropriately, the BZA to review the inpacts that this
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educational use, athletic facilities are educational uses,
have on the nearby property owners, nearby community.

That's why we t hi nk t he speci al excepti on approval
I s appropriate. That's what we'll address in greater detai
I n our post-hearing subm ssion.

And, then once you have all that information, we
request that you approve our special exception application.

Thank you very nuch.

BZA CHAIR H LL: Ckay, thank you.

Ckay, M. My, can you hear ne?

MR, MOY: Yes, |'m here.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: If you coul d wal k us t hrough Ii ke,
when we m ght get things to record, and when we nm ght be abl e
to get back here for a decision.

MR, MOY: Okay, before | junp to that, M.
Chai rman, just for clarity on the record, and for nmy own
edi fication, the Board heard testinony from w tnesses for
those in support, and those in opposition.

And, there were two individuals who asked the
Board if you would all ow what they testified, to allowtheir
witten testinony into the record.

And, | believe one was sonebody, a person by the
name Jonat han Axelrod. The other is Mchael Sriqui,
S1-RQUI. And, | believe you allowed that.

And, during the course of the hearing, soneone
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with the Friends of the Field, tried to submt their
testinony into the record.

So, ny question is that whether for ny direction,
If you're allowng all these witten testinonies into the
record.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Go ahead and all ow t he Friends of
the Field testinony into the record. The mster, and | can't

pronounce his |ast nane, the |l ast nane that started with an

S.

MR, MOY: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: He was going to give his witten
t esti nony. And, then also | think he was going to give

testinony of an organi zation that he was part of.

MR, MOY: Yes --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: And, we can go back --

MR, MOY: DC Soccer. Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: There you go. If you can go ahead
and allowthat into the record. And, then you had nenti oned
one other thing | think?

MR, MOY: Person by Jonat han Axel rod.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes.

MR, MOY: He asked as well, but, you know, these
two individuals actually had exhibits in the record. But I
suppose it doesn't hurt to allow that into the record.
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BZACHAIRHI LL: If M. Axelrod wants to submt his
testinony into the record, I can't, you know, whatever is in
the transcript, you can go ahead and allow himto put that
into the record, right?

MR MOY: Ckay, very good.
Thank you.
BZA CHAIR HI LL: And, then after that | guess if

you can cone back to us with dates on --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR MOY: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: -- on when we mght get the
i nformation fromthe team And, then whatever happens wth
everybody havi ng an opportunity, and t hen who woul d gi ve back
to us.

MR, MOY: Kkay. So, what | have for you, M.
Chairman, is this for a continued hearing or for decision
maki ng?

BZACHAIRHI LL: | think there's enough i nformation
that the Board would be able to cone to a deci sion.

MR, MOY: Ckay, all right.

So, okay, let ne start at the begi nning.

So, I'mgoing to suggest that the appellant, the
Friends of the Field, submt their reference materials that
was asked for by the Board, by Mnday, March the 14th.
Bet ween now and Monday, March the 14th.
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The applicant, to nmake their post-hearing filings
by Friday, March the, let's say March the 25th. 1"l give
you a little bit of tine.

And, any responses to the filing by the applicant
by the parties, by Mnday, April the 4th.

(Pause.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | |ost you, M. My.

MR MOY: |"'msorry. Is that too length of atine,

or do you want nme to conpress it?

BZA CHAIR HILL: | nean, if we can get, | nean |
don't know when. |1'd rather get to a deci sion sooner rather
than | ater, because | want to be able to have this fresh in

ny brain.
MR, MOY: Ckay, all right.
BZA CHAIR HI LL: So, | nmean, let's work backwards.
How fast, M. Tumonds, can you get us what we
need?

MR. TUVWWONDS: W can have it for you in a week.

BZA CHAIR H LL: In a week. So, that neans the
16th. So, then the 16th.

So if you' re the 16th, then you, M. Donohue, you
can give us your info also by the 16th?

VR, DONOHUE: Sure.

BZA CHAIR HILL: There's only two things.

MR. DONOHUE: Yes, no, it's fine.
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BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes. And, then you guys wll all
have an opportunity, as wll the ANC, to |look at that stuff
and gi ve us what ever responses you have to that, M. My, by
when?

MR MOY: Let's say a week, March 23rd.

BZA CHAIR H LL: 23rd. And, then we'll cone to a
deci sion on the 30th?

MR MOY: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay, does that work for the

Boar d?

(No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay. GCkay?

MR MOY: That's it.

BZA CHAIRHI LL: | guess that'sit. It sounds |ike
its it.

This actually, | think this goes down as a record.
This is the | ongest one hearing | think we've ever had. |

think it really is.

Al right, so everybody, thank you so much for all
of your time, and is there any questions from anyone before
we go?

MR, DONOHUE: M. Chairman, | have a questi on.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Sure.

MR, DONOHUE: Hours ago, it was suggested that the
Zoni ng Adm ni strator had wei ghed in and gi ven an opi hi on on
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this legal issue. s that part of the applicant's, Maret
team s subm ssion?

BZA CHAIR H LL: | think there was an email, is
that correct, M. Tumbnds?

MALE: That's correct.

MR DONOHUE: Well, we havent't seen it, but that
was the suggesti on.

MALE: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | understand. Can you submt that
into the record, M. Tumonds?

MR, TUMMONDS: Yes, | can submt that in the record
t oror r ow.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, well you can do it at the
same tinme as everything el se so at | east we know, you know.

VMR, TUMMONDS: Sur e.

BZA CHAIR HILL: It's there, right.

MR, TUVMONDS: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, any other questions?

MR, DONCHUE: Not from ne.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ckay.

Al right, well thank you all again very mnuch.
And, M. Sherman, thank you for your tine. | think you guys
did a great job today. And, it was a |ong day.

MR, SHERMVAN. Well, it's again, our pleasure and
we want to thank you for allow ng us the opportunity.
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BZA CHAIR HILL: Quite wel cone, M. Shernan.

Al right, y'all have a nice evening. Bye bye.

" mclosing the hearing on the record except for
what we asked for. And, then I'mgoing to talk to ny fell ow
board nenbers and M. My.

Ch ny gosh, is Ms. John still here?

(No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR H LL: There is no way she's still here.
Gh ny.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Good afternoon, M.
Chai rman. How are you?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Wow, | ook at that. Ms. John, wow.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JCOHN: | feel so refreshed.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Oh ny gosh. You coul d have Ii ke,

driven somewhere and |i ke, who knows.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: | coul d have gone to a pl ay
in New York, and cone back and had di nner.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: You really could have. You could
have been to the Kennedy Center, saw a nusical.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Coul d have done anyt hi ng.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Ww. Al right, so, and | feel
bad for the other people that are waiting around, too, but
| couldn't do anything about it. | tried ny best.

So, M. My, we got 20538. | think we're just
going to have to postpone. | nmean, we're postponing both of
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t hem

But do you, have you tal ked to anybody yet? O
do you have anything? O you want to call ne, or what do you
want to do?

MR, MOY: Yes, | have spoken during the course of

the Maret School hearing, M. Chairnman.

The party opposition to 20502, as well as --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: 20502, 205 what?

MR MOY: 20505 of M chael Farquhar.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, got you. You said 20502 or
sonet hi ng.

MR, MOY: Yes, ny mistake. It's been |long for ne,
too, | guess.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes.

MR, MOY: And, as well as the applicant, the
attorney representing the applicant, to case 20538, of TG

Managenent .
And, in both of these instances, it was to give

thema status of where the Board was in relation to these two

cases.
And, so, yes, and the possibility that this my
be continued to a future date.
So, they're very aware of that, and certainly the
attorney for the applicant on TG Managenent, had to get back,
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was going to update her client.

So, obviously I don't have, | don't have that
i nf ormati on.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

So, the problemis, there was all these parties
I n oppositions. There was a | ot of people involved in both
cases.

And, | think that, oh right. W needed, there was
sonething | think, and now M. My, maybe you can help ne.

And, | don't know whet her you want to call these
t hings, and we'll have people and figure out what works for
everybody. O, if anybody's around. | don't even know if
anybody' s around anynore.

But --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

MR, MOY: M. Chairman, | believe they may be in
the waiting roomif you want to call themin. | did --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Now I'mcurious. M. Smth, M.
Smth, you're |eaving us?

MEMBER SM TH: |' m | eavi ng you, so.

BZA CHAIR HILL: COkay, we'll let you know what
happens.

MEMBER SM TH. All right. Take care, everyone.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you, bye bye.
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MR MOY: My staff has alerted ne that David Brown,
woul d |1 ke to discuss and have input, on a reschedul e date.
And, I'm hoping that both Cynthia G ordano and Andrea

Ferster, is also on the |ine.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR MOY: And, perhaps Meredith Ml denhauer, as
wel | .

BZA CHAIRH LL: Right. Well, | just need to speak
to the attorneys, | guess.

MR MOY: Well, these are all attorneys.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Right.

MR, MOY: These are all the attorneys.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | got you. | didn't know whet her
t he Deanwood Citi zens Association, or the ANCis still here
for, | mean that's fine.

You can go ahead and call 20538 and see what we
got; see who we get.

MR, MOY: Ckay, well then let nme just call the case

t hen, M. Young.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes.

MR, MOY: So, this would be case application No.
20538, of TG Managenent, LLC

This is caption advertised for a speci al exception
relief under Subtitle U Section 203.1(e), which is pursuant
to Subtitle X, Section 901.2. This would allow a

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1716 14TH ST., N.W. STE 200
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20009-4309 www.nealrgross.com




A wWwN

o O

~l

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

347

communi ty-based institutional facility.

And, I'll just say that the property is |located
at 1614 dive Street Northeast, Square 5167, Lot 7.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR MOY: So, M. Young, this should be Cynthia
G ordano, representing the applicant.

MR YOUNG | don't see her, and | don't see David
Br own.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, that's fine.

| nmean, the only thing that | was going to
mention, M. My. M. Bajaj, or M. Nagel hout, if anybody
tells me differently, | believe that this is in ny authority
to try to reschedule things. And, to |let people know what

t he Board needs.

| know t hat we needed sonething, | thought, that
made Ms. G ordano, and | now see her there, sonething that
aut hori zed her as the attorney, | thought. And, | didn't
know whet her we'd got that or not.

But if Ms. G ordano actually is there, and she can
hear ne, or not, and it's also fine either way because it's
been a little disjointed today.

M5. G ORDANG Hello? Hi, thisis Cynthia G ordano
from Saul Em ng Law Firm representing the applicant.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: H, M. G ordano. | don't know

whet her -- there's no one else here, | think, at this point,
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so | don't know whether we're actually going to need you at
this point.

You can go, | don't want to whatever the word is,
the legal word, | can't think of it right now | don't have
the other people wth us.

So, the only thing you can kind of, | just need

sonething in the record that says that you' re the attorney.

| don't think that's in there yet.

M5. G CRDANO W provided, | provided it.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, maybe it was | ate because
| don't see it.

M5. GORDANO It was late. It was |ate.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

M5. G ORDANO | apologize for that. | actually
had been contacted by the non-profit groups to do this on a
pro bono basis, and |, not the actual property owners. So,
| had kind of overlooked that.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ms. G ordano, since | don't have
anybody else with ne, | don't want to talk a |lot about this
case.

M5. G ORDANO. Ckay, |'msorry.

BZA CHAIR HILL: So, I'mjust going to, |I'm going
to excuse you, okay?

M5. G ORDANO Ckay.
BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you.
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So M. My, if you can just reach out to everyone
and |l et them know that we asked Ms. G ordano for the, well
| guess actually, we're just letting everything into the
record.

| think that, you know, that she is the attorney

for the applicant.

MR, MOY: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: And, in terns of rescheduling, can
| get back to you or, | know that we want to usually do it
now. But what do you want ne to do?

MR, MOY: Well, | can suggest two dates for you,
M. Chairman.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR MOY: One is sooner, one is |ater.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

MR. MOY: The sooner one woul d be April 27th, where
we have eight cases, so this will be the ninth case.

O we could push this to May 18th, where there are
five cases, so this would be the sixth case.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Right.

MR. MOY: Those are the tw dates | would
reconmend.

BZA CHAIR H LL: So, that's the same thing as the,
t hen 20505?

MR, MOY: Yes, | would do that as well.
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BZA CHAIR HILL: So then we'd have two potenti al
| ong cases on the 27th?

(No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: So this is ny question to you,
M. My, and we're doing this in the public.

"' mactually thinking perhaps, if the Board would
be willing to do anot her day, that we would actually put this
on a, we'd put these two cases on a special day.

And, we'd go ahead and have these two cases on a
day, as opposed to |loading themup onto additional days and
sticking themout two nonths from now.

| get a thunmbs up fromM. Blake, and | can't read
Ms. John's face.

Ms. John, what do you think?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: It depends on the day.
What day are we tal ki ng about?

BZA CHAIR HILL: | like your questions. That's a
very good question. | don't really have a suggested day.
Do you, M. My?

MR MOY: |I'm looking now to see if we have a

Wednesday where there was no schedul ed hearing. W do, but

that doesn't appear until way too |ate, because | believe
it's in June or July.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: So, my question to you M. My,
goes back to the first one, whichis canl talk to you |l ater,
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and we can figure out howto do this?

MR MOY: Ckay. |'musually advised not to do that
but we can do that, and then I'Il put a neno into the record,
as well as contacting all the parties.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Yes, this is a unique situation.
And, the Board is trying to accommodate the public by taking
another day, and volunteer our tine because this is a
vol unteer situation, basically. And, we're going to pick a
day, okay.

So, Chairman Hood, are you going to join us then
on this extra day?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: | was going to suggest, yes, | can
join that day since |I'm the comm ssioner here, but | was
going to suggest that it not be a Monday or a Thursday.

So, that |eaves you one day because the
Commi ssion, we nmeet. And, even if y'all are in the mddle
of a nmeeting at 4:00 o'clock, we probably going to have to
trunp you. No, |I'mjust playing.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's fine. So, a Tuesday works
for you, Chairman Hood, is that correct?

ZC CHAIR HOCOD: It will work for any nmenber of the
Zoni ng Commi ssion, but since I'mon these two or |I'm here,
| wll do those special day. That special day.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Okay, a Tuesday woul d work best
for me of one of the days that we pick. |Is that okay with
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|"'m not giving one right now, but is that okay wth

you, M. Bl ake?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: That wll work, oh, I'msorry.

BZA CHAIR HILL: On, sorry. And, okay, | got a

t hunbs up, and Vice Chair John?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | got a thunbs up, okay.

So M. My, we'll cone up with a Tuesday to hear

these two cases sooner rather than |ater, okay?

MR MOY: Al right, sounds good.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Now, there was some questions
however. | think we do have people for 20505, | think, M.
Young. |If you have Ms. Ml denhauer and Ms. Ferster?

MR. YOUNG Yes, she's calling in by phone.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, who? Both of then?

MR. YOUNG Ms. Ferster is.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

(Pause.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: M. My, do you need to call the
case?

MR, MOY: (No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, go ahead and call the case.
| got a nod fromVice Chair John. Go ahead and call

MR, MOY: Yes, there would be no harmin nme doing
that. So, this would be okay, just wanted to be sure | had
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the right case.

20505, of M chael Farquhar. This is as anended
for special exception from the matter-of-right accessory
uses, of Subtitle U, Section 250, pursuant to Subtitle U,
Section 253.4, and Subtitle X, Section 901.2, to construct
a detached two-story accessory apartnent, in the rear of an
attached two-story principal dwelling unit, R 20 zone.

Property located at 1963 39th Street Northwest,
Square 1310, Lot 808.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ms. Ferster, are you there?

M5. FERSTER | am here. Can you hear ne?

BZA CHAIR HILL: Onh, great. Yes, | can hear you.

Could you introduce yourself for the record,
pl ease?

M5. FERSTER: Yes, ny nane is Andrea Ferster, |'m
the attorney for Richard Hall, who is a party in opposition.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Thank you.

Ms. Mol denhauer, coul d you i ntroduce yourself for
the record, please?

M5. MOLDENHAUER: Good evening, Chair H Il , nmenbers
of the Board, Meredith Ml denhauer on behalf of the
applicant, fromthe Law Firm of Cozen O Connor.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Okay, so |'msure sonme of you have
been |istening. W're going to try to acconmobdate you guys
on a Tuesday. And, you all can let ne know if you have a
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Tuesday preference, | suppose. So, you all can think about
that for a mnute.

But what, | know there was sone issues that the
Board was going to have questions about anyway, and so |
wanted to throw those out a little to you, M. Ml denhauer,
to add to the record.

One of it was |ike, you know, I know there's been
this issue or discussion, about the utilities and how they
woul d be provided to that accessory apartnent.

So, if you could kind of provide sone discussion
about that. Also, the ground floor, we're going to want to
know how t hat ground floor is going to be used. | know, |'m
just pointing that out if you want to suppl enent the record
in any way.

Yes, | guess that's all | kind of have. | don't
know i f my Board, ny fell ow Board nenbers have anyt hi ng el se
that they wanted to ask of the applicant.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: | woul d be interested in
hearing from both parties on the question of the covenant.
And, how that affects ownership of the property.

In other words, what is the Board's authority to
hear the case where there is a cloud on the ownership, or an
al l eged cloud on the ownership. And, just one way or the
ot her, how does that affect the Board's jurisdiction?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, and al so Ms. Ml denhauer,
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like, | was interested in the covenant as well. Like, | just
want to know what that whole thing is about.

And, so you were going to get asked a l|ot of

gquestions about that anyway. So, if you want to give us
anything that, you know, you want to, you're welcone to.

Okay, anything el se fromny fell ow Board nenbers,
that is?

VI CE CHAI R JOHN: No.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, and |'mgoing to give both
parties an opportunity just to ask any questi ons.

G ve ne one second.

(Pause.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: | don't know why | have a note
her e. The deed restriction, whether it precludes the
applicant from building the accessory structure. | wote
t hat down sonmewhere but, okay, anyway, | don't need anyt hi ng.
That's all | need, Ms. Ml denhauer.

Those two itens, | guess.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: | think that's the sane
guestion. Sorry to interrupt you. | think that's sort of
t he same question | was asking.

BZA CHAIR HILL: But it's with the covenant.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JCHN: Yes, uh huh.

BZA CHAIR HILL: GCkay. | thought it was the
easenent was, it's been such a | ong day now.
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Ch, the covenant that runs
t he | and.

BZA CHAIR HILL: | know it's the covenant right,
(i naudi bl e)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: It says nothing can be
built on that | ocation.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | know. | mean, | can --

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Yes.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: -- | can see the cul-de-sac
diagramin ny head and (i naudi bl e)

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Wel |, |'ve been resting all
day, Chairman.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: And, | got the Parks Service in
nmy brain right now, and I'mlike.

Ms. Ferster, do you have anything you'd like to
add at this late tine in the day?

M5S. FERSTER: No, we don't have anything. W have,

we'd like to have a little input in the scheduling only

because | was able to poll ny clients when | thought that the
schedul i ng woul d occur on a Wednesday. And, | haven't been
able to poll themon a Tuesday, or any other day.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Got it. Well, | nmean that's
great. If you want to, we can kind of, we're trying to work

t oget her.
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|  nmean, the Wdnesday that was apparently
avai l abl e was April 27, and that's not what either one of you
want, correct?

M5. FERSTER:. My client --

BZA CHAIR H LL: Well, M. Ml denhauer, it's not
what you want, right?

MS. MOLDENHAUER: No. We, the case has already
been post poned six nonths. W would be very appreciative of
t he Board --

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, all right, so we're trying
to figure it out. W're trying to figure it out.

Ms. Mol denhauer, do you have anything that you
want to add?

M5. MOLDENHAUER: | just have two qui ck questi ons.
| know you guys are exhausted.

On slide 19, we did address the utilities, of our
Power Point. | wasn't sure if that was sufficient, or if you
want ed sonething nore than what was said in slide 19.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: 1 don't know.

MS. MOLDENHAUER: Okay.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | haven't gotten to slide 19 yet,
to be quite honest. So, if you think slide 19 does what we
need, then.

MS. MOLDENHAUER: Well, we'll determ ne whet her we
suppl enent it with additional information, nore than what was
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on slide 19.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay.

M5. MOLDENHAUER: And, then | guess the question
that you're asking about the alleged |anguage of the
subdi vi sion plat, are you asking us to address whi ch has been
referred to as the covenant.

Are you aski ng us to address whet her the Board has
authority toreviewthat, or if that's an issue for the D. C
Superior Court? O are you asking us to actually address the
i ssue on its nmerits?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: | f you could address the
issue onits nmerits. Because | don't know what the issue is.
One side is saying one thing, the other one is saying the
ot her.

So, if you d like to address it, it's up to you.
It would be good for the Board to understand what the issue
I S. | couldn't even read the covenant because it's so
bl urred.

M5. MOLDENHAUER: There's no specific covenant
recorded. There's a deed that, and then there's the survey
pl at .

But we wll supplenment a witten statenent,
address that for Board Menber John, and Chairman H || .

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Ckay.

M5. MOLDENHAUER: And, you asked us, Chairman Hi ||,
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what dates. The 22nd would work for us. That's a Tuesday.

BZA CHAIR HILL: Okay, well give ne a second
because now we need i nformati on. So, how | ong before you can
get the information to us?

M5. MOLDENHAUER: We'I| file that by let's say the
15th. That would give seven days prior to the 22nd.

MS. FERSTER: M. Chairman, this is Andrea Ferster
calling. March 22nd is the one day | am not available. |
have a | ong schedul ed vacation. | will be in an airplane on
that day, returning fromit.

BZA CHAIR HLL: Ckay, | got ny thunbs up, M.
Ferster. Everybody deserves a day off.

Does the 29th work for everybody, kind of?

kay, | got a thunbs up fromMs. Mol denhauer. M.
Ferster, you got the 29th okay?

M5. FERSTER The 29th works for me. | wll ask
ny clients, but | hope it wll.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yay, no, | got you.

Does the 29th kind of work for us, you guys, M.

Chai rman Hood? | got a thunbs up Chairman Hood, | got a
t humbs up M. Blake. | got a Vice Chair John thinking about
it.

(Pause.)

BZA CHAIR HILL: You still thinking about it Vice
Chair John?
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VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Onh, |I'm fine. | didn't
realize you were | ooking at ne.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: | was waiting on you. Al right.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Oh, no, |I'm fine, thank
you.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: That's okay.

Then let's cone back on the 29th, or try, M.
Ferster.

And, then M. My, if you can try to reach out to
Ms. G ordano, and then see if that works for themal so on t he
29t h.

And, we'll do, wow, we're going to do the 29th and
the 30th. W' re going to go back-to-back. Ww Oh, no.

Oh, Ms. John, you can chuckle --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

MEMBER BLAKE: We're |ike HPRB.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: HPRB?

MEMBER BLAKE: Yes, they do that. They do, you
know, they do two days, and stuff |ike that.

BZA CHAI R HI LL: Yes, but not |ike we do. HPRB,
they got like, they're |ike a bunch of you know, phew. They
got not hing going on at HPRB

So, Ms. John though, naybe you can run one day;
"1l run one day.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: M. Chairman, |'mnot the
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one that's setting back-to-back hearings. | think if you
break it, you fix it.

BZA CHAIR HILL: You break it, you broke. You
broke it, you buy it.

Ch man, it's getting |late. | got to stop. My

wfe's going to be |like you are tal king way too nuch.

Al right, okay, so we kind of know what we're
doi ng.

Ms. Ferster, thanks for sticking around. Ms.
Mol denhauer, thanks for sticking around. W'Il|l get all the
i nformation from Ms. Ml denhauer on the, when did she say,
Ms. Mol denhauer ?

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: 29t h, oh, sorry.

MR, MOY: 15, March 15th, still

BZA CHAIR HI LL: March 15th. Well, actually still
do it on --

( Si nul t aneous speaki ng.)

M5. MOLDENHAUER: We can do it by maybe the 16th
now if we're not, if we're.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Right.

M5. MOLDENHAUER: |s that okay?

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Do the 16th, do the 16th. Then
that will give a week for Ms. Ferster to add anythi ng about
that by the 23rd. M. Ferster, do you hear ne?

MS. FERSTER Yes.
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BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, and then we'll see you guys
on the 29th at 9:30, 9: 30.

M5. MOLDENHAUER: Thank you for your tine.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Ckay, thank you and you're very
wel cone.

M5. MOLDENHAUER: And, your service today.

M5. FERSTER: Thank you

M5. MOLDENHAUER: And, your |ong service.

(Si nmul t aneous speaki ng.)

BZA CHAIR HI LL: Yes, thanks. W really appreciate
the service. Thanks for thanking us. Thanks, thanks.

Ckay, bye.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Bye. Bye, Chairnman.

BZA CHAIR HI LL: No, no, |I'mnot saying bye. |'m
tal king to you people now for a second.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Ch, okay.

BZA CHAIR HILL: OCkay, so do we need to do

anyt hi ng? You guys, M. Blake, | just lost him no? Do we

need anyt hi ng?

No, do we need anything? Do you all need
anything? M. Blake's tie has stayed on the whole tinme. 1'm
pretty inpressed. Ww, |'minpressed.

Al right, okay, everybody have a nice eveni ng.

VI CE CHAI RPERSON JOHN: Al'l right.

BZA CHAIR HILL: M. My, can we adjourn?
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(No audi bl e response.)

BZA CHAIR H LL: Ckay, bye bye.

Adj our ned.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went of f the

record at 7:35 p.m)
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