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ANC 3/4G Resolution on
Requesting the Zoning Commission to Conduct
a Contested Hearing Regarding Upzoning
on Upper Connecticut Avenue
January 29, 2025

Whereas, the Zoning Commission (ZC) failed to notify ANC 3/4G of the “set down” hearing
for case 23-25 in November 2023, as required by law;

Whereas, the failure to notify deprived ANC 3/4G of its rightful role in advising ZC on
whether 23-25 should be treated as a contested or rule-making case;

Whereas, the rule-making procedure caused prejudice to the Chevy Chase community by
truncating the role of the ANC in representing the interests and concerns of its
constituents;

Whereas, the truncated role of the ANC contributed to largely dichotomized testimony
before ZC, lacking the complexity of perspectives shared across the Chevy Chase
community and too often reflecting the views of special interest groups;

Whereas, the perspectives the ANC in particular would have sought to convey, given the
opportunity, were those of business operators as well as property owners whose
commercial concerns stand to be the most directly and deeply affected,;

Whereas, ANC’s truncated role created inherent imbalance with a preponderance of
opinions about Chevy Chase expressed by those who do not reside in Chevy Chase, yet
influencing outcomes for Chevy Chase;
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Whereas, the rule-making process limited interaction between the ANC and the DC Office
of Planning to exchanges of memoranda rather than open dialogue to pursue compromise
positions consistent with the wishes of the Chevy Chase community and specifically
neighborhood business owners;

Whereas, remarks on the record by the ZC Chair at the set down hearing, expressing
criticism of Chevy Chase for alleged resistance to affordable housing, further prejudiced
the process against the ANC, views the ANC was unable to address due to the rulemaking
nature of the case; and

Whereas, the sum, the above circumstances, beginning with ZC'’s failure to comply with
law and regulations, resulted in a biased, imbalance process with long-term ramifications
for the Chevy Chase community;

Therefore, be it resolved:

ANC 3/4G requests that the Zoning Commission follow proper procedures in accordance
with law and regulation and abandon the rulemaking process to conduct a proper
contested hearing with respect to the proposed rezoning on upper Connecticut Avenue.



