ANC 3/4G Resolution Concerning DDOT’s NOI-25-103-MSED: 
Removal of the Right-Turn Slip Lane on Broad Branch Road at the 27th Street, NW, intersection

June 9, 2025


Whereas:

On April 10, 2025, ANC 3/4G received DDOT's Notice of Intent (NOI-25-103-MSED) to remove the right-turn slip-lane on Broad Branch Rd. at its intersection with 27th St., NW, and improve signage, in an effort to make the intersection safer.

It is ANC 3/4G’s understanding that the changes have been proposed by DDOT’s Multi-Modal Safety Engineering Team which is required to make safety improvements at the scenes of accidents in which someone was seriously injured or died.

It is ANC3/4G’s understanding that, in 2024, a bicyclist traveling south on Broad Branch Rd. lost control of his bike, went over a  guardrail at the 27th St. and Broad Branch intersection, was thrown into Rock Creek, and was seriously injured.  No other vehicles, bikes, or pedestrians were involved; it was a single-operator accident.

DDOT acknowledges that the right-turn slip-lane on Broad Branch appears to have had nothing to do with the bicycle accident, but DDOT intends to remove it because the agency is required to do “something” to improve safety near the scene of a bad accident.


Whereas:

The residents of 27th Street, between Military Road and Broad Branch Road, have noted that their block is a dangerously steep, narrow, and winding road that, especially since the closure of upper Beach Drive in Rock Creek Park, has become a major thoroughfare for commuters and others coming from the north seeking access to Rock Creek Parkway and downtown, and was never intended to carry hundreds of vehicles per day.

These residents have been complaining that their block has become a speedway and have been campaigning nonstop for 2.5 years to have traffic calming measures installed along the block.  

On November 1, 2023, these residents submitted their first petition, signed by every household on the block, to DDOT, then-ANC Commissioner Jim Nash, and Ward 4 Council Member Janeese Lewis George, demanding traffic calming, but in the 2.5 years that have elapsed, nothing has been done.

The residents of this block unanimously and vociferously insist that *speeding* — not the right-turn slip lane — is the safety issue at the intersection and on the block.  They believe that removing the slip lane would be utterly ineffective as a safety measure; therefore, they unanimously oppose removal of the slip lane and, instead, demand traffic calming on their block.

These residents have submitted a second petition to DDOT, signed by every household on the block, asking that the right-turn slip lane not be removed, and asking, instead, for immediate traffic calming measures on this block.  This second petition is attached, below.

The residents of this block assert that merely going out to retrieve mail from their mailboxes, putting their trash bins at the ends of their driveways on collection day, picking up litter from the street, or driving their cars out of their driveways puts their lives in immediate danger from vehicles and bikes speeding up and down their block. (This block is far too dangerous for anyone to attempt to walk along it.)  In addition, delivery vehicles often park and block one side of the street so that drivers must pass them on a blind, steep, curve — an extremely dangerous situation.

There have been several motor vehicle and bike accidents on this block at all times of year and in all kinds of weather, including one in which a car careened off the road down into a deep ditch in Rock Creek Park, others in which residents’ retaining walls were hit and damaged, a collision caused by a driver heedless of a “Blind Driveway” sign, and several “close calls."  


Whereas:

The residents request that traffic calming measures for 27th Street between Military and Broad Branch roads, be undertaken immediately, including, but not limited to, the following:
 
                ) speed testing, with a written report sent to the neighbors and the ANC (3-mo. turnaround)
                ) installation of speed feedbacks signs at the top and the bottom of the block
                ) installation of two “Blind Driveway” signs (to be requested through 311, expediting requested)
                ) installation of two speed limit signs (to be requested through 311, expediting requested)
                ) two low-profile speed cameras (one to catch ascending drivers, and one for descending drivers) as soon as possible

The residents have also unanimously stated that, while they will not accept attempts to remove the right-turn slip-lane, they will accept minor changes at the 27th St./Broad Branch intersection, including additional signage.



Therefore, be it resolved:

)  ANC 3/4G requests that DDOT retain the right-turn slip-lane at the intersection of 27th and Broad Branch roads, and make only minor changes to the intersection that will enhance safety there, including additional and/or new signage.

)  ANC 3/4G requests that DDOT undertake immediate traffic-calming measures on 27th St. between Military and Broad Branch roads, including, but not limited to:

                ) speed testing, with a written report sent to the neighbors and the ANC (3-mo. turnaround)
                ) installation of speed feedback signs at the top and bottom of the block
                ) installation of two “Blind Driveway” signs (expedite)
                ) installation of two speed limit signs (expedite)
                ) two low-profile speed cameras (one to catch ascending drivers, and one for descending drivers) as soon as possible


APPROVED at a regular public meeting, notice of which was properly given and at which a quorum of four (4) or  seven (7) members was present on June 9 by a vote of ___ yes, ___ no, ___ abstentions.



________________________
Lisa R. Gore, Chair


_________________________
Liz Nagy, Secretary





